Four Gospels, Many Resurrections
Mark 18.1-8
On the Open Road to Galilee




Mark 16:1-8 [8b, 9-20]

1. Mark 16:1 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought
spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had
risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from
the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already
been rolled back. 2 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right
side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth,
who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 Byt go, tell his

disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8350 they
went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone,
for they were afraid.

8b And all that had been commanded them they told briefly to those around Peter. And afterward Jesus
himself sent out through them, from east to west, the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal
salvation.

1.Mark 16:9 Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from
whom he had cast out seven demons. 19 She went out and told those who had been with him, while they
were mourning and weeping. 11 Byt when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would
not believe it. 12 After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the

country. 13 And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them. 14 1ater he appeared to the
eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and

stubbornness, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 15 And he said to them,
“Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation. 16 The one who believes and is

baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will
accompany those who believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues;

18 they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will

lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
Mark 16:19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at

the right hand of God. 20 Ang they went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the Lord
worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied it.
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Is there a resurrection in Mark’s Gospel?



Where is the story of the resurrection in Mark’s Gospel?

Serena Jones

President of Union Theological Seminary
and Johnston Family Professor for Religion
& Democracy

“When you look in the Gospels, the stories
[about the resurrection of Jesus] are all over
the place. There’s no resurrection story in
Mark, just an empty tomb. Those who claim
to know whether or not it happened are
kidding themselves. But that empty tomb
symbolizes that the ultimate love in our
lives cannot be crucified and killed.”

Serena Jones, April 20, 2019 New York
Times interview with Nicholas Kirstof

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/20/
opinion/sunday/christian-easter-serene-
jones.html



Is there a resurrection in Mark’s Gospel?

What if the whole of Mark’s Gospel is a story about the resurrection?



The Three Passion Predictions in Mark

Mark 8:31 [8.27-30: Peter’s Confession] Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this plainly. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind
me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

Mark 8:34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 3¢ For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life”? 37
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life”? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

Mark 9:30 They went on from there and_passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; 31 for he was teaching his
disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he
will rise again.” 32 But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

Mark 9:33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?”
34 But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35 He sat down, called the twelve, and said
to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it
In his arms, he said to them, 37 “\Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not

me but the one who sent me.”

Mark 10:32 They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them; they were amazed,
and those who followed were afraid. He took the twelve aside again and began to tell them what was to happen to him, 33 saying,
“See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will
condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the Gentiles; 34 they will mock him, and spit upon him, and flog him, and Kkill
him; and after three days he will rise again.”

Mark 10:35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us
whatever we ask of you.” 3¢ And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit,
one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you
able to drink the cup that | drink, or be baptized with the baptism that | am baptized with?” 39 They replied, “We are able.” Then
Jesus said to them, “The cup that | drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which | am baptized, you will be
baptized; 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”



Mark 8:22 They came to

PASSION PREDICTIONS

FRAMED BY

HEALING OF BLIND MEN
AND ANTICIPATE 16.8

Bethsaida. Some people
brought a blind man to him and
begged him to touch him. 28 He
took the blind man by the hand
and led him out of the village;
and when he had put saliva on
his eyes and laid his hands on
him, he asked him, “Can you
see anything?” 24 And the man
looked up and said, “| can see
people, but they look like trees,
walking.” 25 Then Jesus laid his
hands on his eyes again; and he
looked intently and his sight was
restored, and he saw everything

clearly. 26

hen he sent him away

to his home, saying, “Do not
even go into the village.”

8.31-38
9.30-36
10.32-40

16.8 So they went out and fled
from the tomb, for terror and
amazement had seized them; and
they said nothing to anyone, for
they were afraid.

Mark 10:46 They came to Jericho. As
he and his disciples and a large crowd
were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of
imaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by
the roadside. 47 When he heard that it
was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to
shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!” 48 Many sternly
ordered him to lbe quiet, but he cried out
even more loudly, “Son of David, have
mercy on me!” 49 Jesus stood still and
said, “Call him here.” And they called the
blind man, saying to him, “Take heart;
get up, he is calling you.” 99 So throwing
off his cloak, he sprang up and came to
Jesus. 31 Then Jesus said to him, “What
do you want me to do for you?” The
blind man said to him, “My teacher,@ let
me see again.” 92 Jesus said to him,
“Go; your faith has made you well.”
Immediately he regained his sight and
followed him on the way.




From the Empty Tomb to Galilee
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Now after John was arrested, Jesus
came into Galilee, preaching the
Gospel of God.

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom
of God is at hand; repent, and believe
in the Gospel.

Easter comes in obedience to the command to return to Galilee where the disciples will see the raised Jesus.
The plot of Mark’s Gospel tells us to go back to the start and reread Mark’s Gospel as a revelation of the life of Easter.
We see Jesus start his ministry after his baptism.
Mark tells us he “came into Galilee.”
“The time (kairos) is fulfilled ... believe in the Gospel” is Mark’s Easter with the raised Jesus who leads his disciples on the open Road to Galilee.
The way to/of Easter is the way of the discipleship, through baptism, onto Jesus’ way “into Galilee,” into the suffering of the world.
“Those who lose their life for my sake and the Gospel will find it” (8.35).



