
Four Gospels, Many Resurrections 
John 20-21 

Called by Name

Mary	Magdalene	at	the	Tomb,	Alexandre	Cabanel	(1823-1889)	



John 5:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, those who hears my word and believes him who 
sent me, have eternal life; they do not come into judgment, but have passed from 
death to life. 25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead 
will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.

Resurrection in Every Space and Time



Some Historical Backdrop

John was written ca. 90-110 CE.

John (not the son of Zebedee) is not the name of the author; the name was 
attached to the Gospel at a later date. 

 A key figure in the Gospel is “the beloved disciple/ the disciple whom Jesus loved” 
(Jn.13.23,25; 19.26; 20.2,3,4,8; 21.7,20; 21.24). The Gospel claims to contain his/
her testimony. Perhaps his/her testimony is the kernel of the Gospel that grew over 
time.  

Perhaps the Gospel reflects a complicated history of composition that started in 
Jerusalem shortly after Jesus’ death and ended in Asia Minor (modern Turkey.) 

Reflects a strong conflict between Jews and Gentiles who are Jesus followers and 
Jews who aren’t.

John uses the phrase “the Jews” to describe those opposed to Jesus and his 
followers, but the author and the followers of Jesus are Jewish.

Where John is the most anti-Jewish it is also the most Jewish.



Some Important Features of John that Differ from the Other Gospels 

    John’s story of Jesus takes places over 3 years as opposed to 1 year in the Mt, Mk, and Lk.


In the other Gospels the centre of action is Galilee, but in John it is Jerusalem; Jesus is in Jerusalem for 3 passover 
celebrations.


Jesus does many signs and wonders in Mt, Mk, and Lk, but there are only 7 in John and John specifically calls them 
“signs.”


In Mt, Mk, and Lk Jesus cleanses the temple during the last week of his life; in John’s Gospel he cleanses it at the 
start of the Gospel, in the first year of his ministry (Jn 2.13-25).


In the other Gospels Jesus speaks generally in short sayings. In John’s Gospel he speaks in long speeches (ch. 
14-17 is a long speech Jesus gives on the night of his betrayal in the upper room). 


Women have a much more central role in John’s Gospel than the other ones (Mary the mother of Jesus [2.1-11]; the 
Samaritan Woman [ch 4]; Mary and Martha of Bethany [ch. 11]); Mary the first apostle (ch 20.1-10).


Resurrection events of ch. 20 take place in Jerusalem as with Luke.


In ch. 21 resurrection appearance in Galilee.




A Gospel of Spirit Inspired Memory

The Farewell Discourse chs. 14-17 

John 14:25   “These things I have spoken to you, while I am still with you. 26 But the Paraclete, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you.



John 19:38   After this Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of 
Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take 
away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him leave. So he came and took 
away his body. 39 Nicodemus also, who had at first come to him by night, 
came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds’ 
weight. 40 They took the body of Jesus, and bound it in linen cloths with the 
spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where he 
was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb where no 
one had ever been laid. 42 So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, 
as the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 

John 20:1   Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been 
taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran, and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.” 3 Peter then came out with the other disciple, and they went toward 
the tomb. 4 They both ran, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached 
the tomb first; 5 and stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, 
but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into 
the tomb; he saw the linen cloths lying, 7 and the napkin, which had been 
on his head, not lying with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 
Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he 
saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not know the scripture, that he must 
rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes.

First Account

1.	Mark	16:1			When	the	sabbath	was	over,	Mary	Magdalene,	and	Mary	the	
mother	of	James,	and	Salome	bought	spices,	so	that	they	might	go	and	
anoint	him.		2	And	very	early	on	the	/irst	day	of	the	week,	when	the	sun	
had	risen,	they	went	to	the	tomb.		3	They	had	been	saying	to	one	another,	
“Who	will	roll	away	the	stone	for	us	from	the	entrance	to	the	tomb?”		4	
When	they	looked	up,	they	saw	that	the	stone,	which	was	very	large,	had	
already	been	rolled	back.		5	As	they	entered	the	tomb,	they	saw	a	young	
man,	dressed	in	a	white	robe,	sitting	on	the	right	side;	and	they	were	
alarmed.		6	But	he	said	to	them,	“Do	not	be	alarmed;	you	are	looking	for	
Jesus	of	Nazareth,	who	was	cruciOied.	He	has	been	raised;	he	is	not	here.	
Look,	there	is	the	place	they	laid	him.		7	But	go,	tell	his	disciples	and	Peter	
that	he	is	going	ahead	of	you	to	Galilee;	there	you	will	see	him,	just	as	he	
told	you.”		8	So	they	went	out	and	Oled	from	the	tomb,	for	terror	and	
amazement	had	seized	them;	and	they	said	nothing	to	anyone,	for	they	were	
afraid.

Luke	23:50			Now	there	was	a	man	named	Joseph	from	the	Jewish	town	
of	Arimathea.	He	was	a	member	of	the	council,	a	good	and	righteous	
man,	51	who	had	not	consented	to	their	purpose	and	deed,	and	he	was	
looking	for	the	kingdom	of	God.	52	This	man	went	to	Pilate	and	asked	for	
the	body	of	Jesus.	53	Then	he	took	it	down	and	wrapped	it	in	a	linen	
shroud,	and	laid	him	in	a	rock-hewn	tomb,	where	no	one	had	ever	yet	
been	laid.	54	It	was	the	day	of	Preparation,	and	the	sabbath	was	
beginning.	55	The	women	who	had	come	with	him	from	Galilee	followed,	
and	saw	the	tomb,	and	how	his	body	was	laid;	56	then	they	returned,	and	
prepared	spices	and	ointments.	On	the	sabbath	they	rested	according	to	
the	commandment.



Second Account

John 20:11   But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she 
wept she stooped to look into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels (Lk 
24.4 two/ Mt. 28.2) in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, 
one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping?” She said to them, “Because they have taken away 
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Saying this, 
she turned round and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it 
was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom 
do you seek?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if 
you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will 
take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him 
in Hebrew, “Rab-boni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do 
not hold me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my 
brethren and say to them, I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God.” 18 Mary Magdalene went and said to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said 
these things to her.



John 20:19   On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, 
the doors being shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be 
with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and 
his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, even so I send you.” 22 And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.”

Third Account



Fourth Account

John 20:24   Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the print of the nails, and place my 
finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

John 20:26   Eight days later, his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see 
my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but 
believing.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet believe.”



Fifth Account

John 21:1   After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberi-as; and he revealed himself in this 
way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 
disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went 
out and got into the boat; but that night they caught nothing. 

John 21:4   Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 
Jesus said to them, “Children, have you any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the right 
side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, for the quantity of fish. 7 
That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put 
on his clothes, for he was stripped for work, and sprang into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging 
the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off. 

John 21:9   When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire (18.18) there, with fish lying on it, and bread. 10 Jesus 
said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, 
full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to 
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 
13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus was 
revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

John 21:15   When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to 
him, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my 
sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to 
him the third time (18.15-27), “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.” 



Called by Name
John 10:1   “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a 
robber; 2 but he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens; the sheep hear his voice, and he calls 
his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for 
they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6  

John 10.14 I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me, 15 as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay 
down my life for the sheep.  

John 11.39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he 
has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took 
away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 42 I knew that thou hearest me always, but 
I have said this on account of the people standing by, that they may believe that thou didst send me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with bandages, and his face 
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

John 20.15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom do you seek?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if 
you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to 
him in Hebrew, “Rab-boni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but 
go to my brethren and say to them, I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” 18 Mary Magdalene went and said 
to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

John 21:15   When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He 
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, 
“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.  



John 5:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, those who hear my word and believe in him 
who sent me, have eternal life; they do not come into judgment, but have passed 
from death to life. 25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when 
the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.

Resurrection in Every Space and Time



The Signs in John’s Gospel

# 1 Wedding at Cana in Galilee (2.1-11) 
# 2 The Centurions Son (4.46-54) 
# 3 The Paralytic at the Pool of Bethsaida (5.2-47) 
# 4 The Feeding of the Five Thousands (6.1-71) 
# 5 The Healing of the Man Born Blind (9.1-10.39) 
# 6 The Raising of Lazarus (11.1-53) 
# 7 The Death/Resurrection of Jesus (18.1-20.30/21.4) 



The Signs in John’s Gospel as Invitations to Easter

# 1 Wedding at Cana in Galilee (2.1-11)                           #1 Drink the best wine at the wedding feast. 
# 2 The Centurions Son (4.46-54)                                     #2 Believe Jesus’ word and live. 
# 3 Paralytic at the Pool of Bethsaida (5.2-47)                #3 Rise and walk!       
# 4 The Feeding of the Five Thousands (6.1-71)             #4 “I am the bread of life.” (6.35) 
# 5 The Healing of the Man Born Blind (9.1-10.39)         #5  See! 
# 6 The Raising of Lazarus (11.1-53)                                #6 “I am the resurrection and the life.” (11.25) 
# 7 The Death/Resurrection of Jesus (18.1-20.30/21.4) #7  Love one another; lay down life for one 
                                                                                                  another; serve one another; be one; believe 
                                                                                                  (14-17, John’s handbook for living the  
                                                                                                   resurrection life). 
                                                                                                    



Prologue
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18-20

Farewell Speech 13-17 

Promise of Holy Spirit/Paraclete

Jesus breathes on disciples

John’s Gospel as Paraclete Inspired Memory or Anamnesis/ John’s Gospel as Resurrection Sign Story

John’s Gospel is a carefully crafted account that unfolds over the course of three Passover celebrations.

John’s story presents 7! sign stories that make up the bulk of the Gospel.


Each sign story is a way to conceive of resurrection life. 

The Gospel as a whole is the sign of Jesus’ promise that he will send the Paraclete to the disciples so that they


will be able to  remember all that Jesus has taught them.

John’s Gospel is anamnesis: the making of the past present via memory; when we worship, we engage in holy 

anamnesis in the reading of Scripture and the Eucharist and join together in the resurrection life in our 
gatherings. 


Jerusalem at “feast of the Jews” Festival of Tabernacles

Disciples are sent into world

Jn 17.18



“Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	the	hour	is	coming	and	now	is,	when	the	dead	will	hear	the	voice	of	the	Son	of	God,	and	
those	who	hear	will	live”	(John	5.25).	“…the	sheep	hear	his	voice;	and	he	calls	his	own	sheep	by	name	and	leads	them	
out”	(10.3).	In	John’s	Gospel	Jesus	calls	his	own	by	name	and	leads	them	from	death	to	life.	“Lazarus,	come	out!”	
Jesus	cries	to	his	friend	who	has	been	roTng	in	a	tomb	for	three	days	(11.43).	“Mary,”	he	says	to	the	first	apostle	
Mary	Magdalene	as	she	weeps	before	his	tomb	(20.16).	“Peter	son	of	John	do	you	love	me?”	he	asks	three	[mes	over	
an	Easter	morning	breakfast	on	the	lakeshore	in	Galilee	(21.15,16,17).	Jesus	calls	each	of	them	in	a	way	specific	to	
their	situa[on	out	of	death	into	resurrec[on	life.	What	about	us?	John’s	Easter	proclama[on	asks	us,	who	is	the	one	
really	buried	in	a	tomb?	Is	it	Jesus,	or	is	it	you	and	me?	We	expect	death.	So	did	Joseph	of	Arimathea.	He	took	the	
crucified	body	of	Jesus	and	“bringing	a	mixture	of	myrrh	and	aloes,	about	a	hundred	pounds	weight	[and]…	bound	
[Jesus’	corpse	with]	linen	cloths	and	with	the	spices”	(19.40).	Death	weighs	a	lot;	we	know	its	burden	can	be	
unbearable.	“Woman	why	are	you	weeping?”	Jesus	incognito	as	a	gardener	asks	Mary.	“Because	they	have	taken	
away	my	Lord	and	I	do	not	know	where	they	have	laid	him,”	she	answers	(20.15).	We	have	stood	at	the	graveyard	
weeping.	We	know	her.	Jesus	has	other	ideas:	he	calls	Lazarus,	Mary,	Peter,	and	yes,	you	and	me	by	name	because	
the	good	shepherd	knows	each	of	us.	He	calls	to	us	to	come	forth	from	our	tombs,	not	some[me	in	the	future,	but	
right	now	in	this	instant.	In	John’s	Gospel	the	resurrec[on	is	not	a	future	event	but	a	present	reality.	John	calls	us	by	
name	and	asks	us	what	are	the	tombs	we	are	lying	in?	What	are	the	sepulchres	we	accept	as	just	the	way	things	are	
and	always	will	be?	What	Faus[an	bargains,	strategic	allegiances,	quid	pro	quo’s	do	we	make	with	death?	Jesus	calls	
us	to	leave	these	tombs	and	to	live	his	resurrec[on.	The	world	burns;	injus[ce	destroys;	inequi[es	divide.	Is	this	really	
all	we	can	and	should	expect?	“No,”	John	exclaims.	To	Lazarus,	Mary,	Peter,	Tom,	Brynn,	Jackie,	David,	Lorie,	Barbara,	
every	name	of	every	person	who	has	ever	lived,	he	calls,	“Come	out!”	Just	like	Mary	who	came	while	it	was	s[ll	dark	
and	saw	daybreak	when	Jesus	called	her	by	name,	our	night	is	passing.	It	is	forever	Easter	morning.	Jesus	is	here	to	
bring	you	a	fresh	new	day.	Can	you	hear	him	call	you	by	name?	


