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Introduction to the day

These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to return to the God who
rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe with the heart and confess with the
mouth the wonder of God’s love in Jesus, and to resist temptation at every turn. This is no small
pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus
shares. The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and sustain
us.



WELCOME
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of God,

who makes a way in the wilderness,
walks with us,

and guides us in our pilgrimage.
Amen.

Holy One,

we confess that we have wandered far from you:
we have not trusted your promises,

we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us!

Forgive us and turn us again to you.

Teach us to follow in your ways,

assure us again of your love,

and help us to love our neighbor.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

the Word draws near to you,

and all who call out to God shall be saved.

In Jesus, God comes to you again and again

and gathers you under wings of love.

In -+ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.

God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (THIRD MODE MELODY) (ELW 332)
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1 1 heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Come un - to me and rest;
2 I heard the voice  of Je-sus say, “Be-hold, I free - ly give
3 I heard the voice of Je-sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down,O wea - ry one, lay down your head up - on my breast.”
the liv-ing wa - ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright”
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I came to Je - sus as 1 'was, so wea - 1y, worn, and sad;
I came to Je - sus,and 1 drank of that life - giv - ing stream;
I looked to Je - sus,and 1 found in him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest - ing place, and he has made me glad.

my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now 1 live in  him.
and in  that light of life T'll walk ¢l trav-"ling days are done.
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Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808—-1889
Music: THIRD MODE MELODY, Thomas Tallis, 1505-1585

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised
land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely through the wilderness of
this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 26:1-11

A reading from Deuteronomy.

"When you have come into the land that the LorRD your God is giving you as an inheritance to
possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, “you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of
the ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall
put it in a basket and go to the place that the LorD your God will choose as a dwelling for his
name. *You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today | declare
to the LoRD your God that | have come into the land that the LorD swore to our ancestors to
give us.” “When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of
the LoRD your God, °you shall make this response before the LorRD your God: “A wandering
Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number,
and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. ®“When the Egyptians treated us
harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, “we cried to the LorD, the God of our
ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. éThe
LorD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying
display of power, and with signs and wonders; “and he brought us into this place and gave us
this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. *°So now | bring the first of the fruit of the ground
that you, O LoRrD, have given me.” You shall set it down before the LorD your God and bow
down before the LorD your God. *'Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who
reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LorD your God has given to you
and to your house.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 10:8b-13

A reading from Romans.

Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of their creed, the confession of faith in
the risen Christ as Lord.

8“The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); “because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. '°For one
believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.
“The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” *’For there is no



distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call
on him. “*For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra-cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

GOSPEL: Luke 4:1-13

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness. Through his
responses to the temptations of the devil, he defines what it means to be called “the Son of
God.”

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, ‘where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during
those days, and when they were over, he was famished. *The devil said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” “Jesus answered him, “It is
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.””
>Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. °And
the devil said to him, “To you | will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given
over to me, and | give it to anyone | please. ’If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.”
8Jesus answered him, “It is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.””
“Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying
to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, ‘°for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,
to protect you,’
Hand
‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””
2Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”” **When the devil
had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

If You But Trust in God to Guide You (ELW 769)
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1 If you but trust in  God to  guide you with gen - tle
2 What gain is there in anx - ious weep - ing, in help - less
3 The Lord our rest - less hearts is hold - ing, in peace and
4 Sing, pray, and keep God’s ways un - swerv -ing, of - fer your
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hand through all your ways, you’ll find that God is there be -
an - ger and dis - tress? If you are in your Sav - ior’s
qui - et - ness  con - tent. We rest in God’s good will un -
ser - vice faith - ful - ly. Trust heav-en’s word; though un - de -
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side you  when cross-es come, in try - ing days. Trust then in
keep -ing, in sor-row will he love you less? For Christ who
fold - ing, what wis-dom from on high has sent. God, who has
serv -ing, you’ll find God’s prom - ise true to  be. This is  our
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God’s un-chang -ing love; build on the rock that will not move.
took for you a cross will bring you safe through ev - ry loss.
cho - sen us by grace, knows ver -y well the fears we face.
con - fi - dence in-deed: God nev-er fails in time of need
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Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite
Music: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT, Georg Neumark
Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs........

O God, as we journey through Lent, we contemplate our sin and brokenness. Our doubts and
fears tempt us to lose faith. Surround us with your forgiveness and remind us of your promise
to love us forever. May we renew our faith, forgive others, and proclaim your love. The
Scripture tells us that we can’t love God whom we have not seen, if we don’t love our brothers
and sisters in this world. Help us to embrace everyone and extend kindness as we follow
Christ’s teaching to love our neighbors as ourselves. Inspire us to serve others, share the Good
News, and work for equity and justice. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

O Christ, we pray that your Spirit of Peace will bring miracles to our broken world. We fervently
pray for war to cease everywhere, especially in Ukraine. Spread your blessed serenity to places
where chaos and violence reign, so people living in fear may be calmed. Bestow the spirit of
compromise and toleration on all leaders, so they may end war, torture, and revenge. Protect
and comfort all who serve in the military, veterans, and the families of military personnel. We
also pray for the millions of refugees who are desperate to find safety, shelter, food, and
dignity. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

O Creator, we are deeply grateful for all the amazing ways you bless our lives with the gifts of
safety, family, friends, work, food, and warm shelter. Show us to how to share our abundance
with those in need. Inspire us to be careful stewards of your beautiful world. Teach us to care
for everything in nature and to use the Earth’s resources wisely. Empower us to recognize and
use our many talents to their fullest. Bless Pastor Chad, Katie Beth, all bishops, and all lay
church leaders. We also rejoice with those who are celebrating anniversaries, birthdays, and
other happy occasions. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

O Healer, teach us to pray as we should, with hearts of gratitude and concern for others. We
pray for all who are ill in mind, body, or spirit. Comfort everyone with long-term diagnoses,
such as addictions, dementia, and depression. Pour your balm on them and restore them to
wholeness. Bless our shut-ins and help us to bring them joy. Bless all medical personnel and
researchers with the wisdom to find cures. Grant patience and strength to all caregivers so they
may provide the best care and compassion. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

O God of mercy, listen now as we offer other prayers, either silently or aloud..............
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

O Comforter, we pray for those who are dying or have passed away. Rest your peace, strength,
and hope on their family and friends who mourn. Remind us all of the promise of eternal life
with you. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



Prayer Chain Update — Albert Laese (Mindy Ford’s Dad) for healing, Tom Ball for healing, John Garvin
(Jane Unger’s friend) for healing, Justin Beverly for safety, Tim Warga for healing, Karen Petersohn-Jung
for healing, Christine Shuff (Mary Andrews’ niece) for healing, Karen Chikosky for healing. And, please
pray for the people of Ukraine.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Extravagant God,

you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.
Now we gather at your feast

where you offer us the food that satisfies.

Take and use what we offer here, come among us,
and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you...

...Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is food and drink for the journey.
Take and be filled.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Blessed Jesus,

in this rich meal of grace,

you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope
to a world in need.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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BLESSING

You are children of God,
anointed with the oil of gladness
and strengthened for the journey.

Almighty God,

motherly, majestic, and mighty,
*+ bless you this day and always.

Amen.
SENDING SONG Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life (ELW 816)
0 | |
AL — | ' : I I
> v— i 4 ok P ud ® 4 I -
S —— : —*
1 Come, my way, my  truth, my life: such a
2 Come, my light, my  feast, my  strength:  such a
3 Come, my jO¥, my  love, my heart: such a
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way as  gives us breath; such a truth as ends all
light as shows a feast;  such a feast as mends in
joy as  none can move; such a love as none  can
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strife; such a  life as kil - eth death.
length; such a strength as makes his  guest.
part; such a heart as joys in love.

Text: George Herbert, 1593-1632
Music: THE CALL, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Outside USA: Music © 1911 Stainer and Bell, Ltd.. 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 1DZ, UK. www.stainer.co.uk.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.

SERVING TODAY: Presider: Chad Huebner; Preacher: Katie Beth Miksa; Organist: George

Weckman; Lector: Steve Chikosky; Livestream: Sam Hanson; Greeter: John Deno; Time with
Children: Kay Cleland
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