
 

 

 

ADVENT NEWSLETTER 2022 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.” Philippians 4:4 

 

The Task Force met on February 16th, 2022 and based on the decreases in cases 

and hospitalizations has recommended the following which has been approved by 

Council: 

 

1. We are excited to announce that Worship will resume indoors starting this 

Sunday, February 20th. Masks will be required for indoor worship while social 

distancing in the pews.  All singers are to be masked while singing.  Communion 

will resume with the prepackaged Communion cups. 

 

2. You no longer have to Pre-register for worship. 

 

3. We will discontinue the practice of one person in a bathroom at a time. Hand 

washing and sanitizing is strongly encouraged. The drinking fountain will be 

placed back into service 

 

5. For small group meetings, like Sunday school and Bible study, the use of masks 

will be determined by the meeting leader based on the vaccination statuses of the 

group members, 

 

The Covid Task Force will continue to monitor the local conditions and health 

guidance. They will meet as necessary to recommend any future revisions to 

Advent’s guidelines. 

 

We praise God, for the opportunity to gather together in person this Sunday for 

worship with Holy Communion! Zoom will be available for those who want to 

worship from home. We look forward to being together in person once again! 

 

In Christ's love, 

Pastor Jason and Pastor Andrea 



2022 LENTEN THEME: 
 

IN VIEW OF GOD’S MERCY 

Lent is a season when we look deeply at our lives in 

view of God’s mercy toward us in the sacrifice of his 

Son for us on the cross. We, in turn, are called by 

God, especially during this time of repentance and 

reflection, to be living sacrifices for him, displaying 

our devotion to him in word and deed.  

 

March 2, 2022 - Ash Wednesday  

Mercy in Ashes (Joel 2:13): As we are marked with 

ashes on this day, a reminder to us of our sins, we are 

reminded, too, of the mercy of our God who lifts us 

from our ashes to new life in Christ. 

 

March 6, 2022 - Week 1  

Mercy in Temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13): In the midst of temptation, our 

merciful God provides us with a way out through the sacrifice of His Son, as 

payment for our debt. This Jesus who was tempted just as we are, yet without sin. 

 

March 13, 2022 - Week 2  

Mercy in Suffering (1 Peter 2:23): No life is without suffering, but our sufferings 

are not worth comparing to the glory to be revealed to us in Jesus by God’s great 

mercy. 

 

March 20, 2022 - Week 3  

Mercy in Betrayal (1 Peter 3:11): Though we may turn away from our God again 

and again, our Lord continues to call us back into his merciful arms for Jesus’ sake. 

 

March 27, 2022 - Week 4  

Mercy in Relationships (Ephesians 4:32): Within the communities God has 

placed us, we are given the grace to treat one another as Christ has cared for us in 

his love and mercy. 

 

April 3, 2022 - Week 5  

Mercy in Service (Hebrews 6:10): In response to God’s mercy to us in Jesus, we 

serve in mercy, to the needs of those around us by Christ’s example. 

 



April 10, 2022 - Palm Sunday  

Mercy in Palms (John 12:13) 

As people wave palm branches to welcome Jesus into Jerusalem, we witness Jesus 

beginning his mission of mercy to Golgotha for all people, for the salvation of our 

souls. 

 

April 14, 2022 - Maundy Thursday  

Mercy in Bread and Wine (1 Corinthians 11:26) 

As the bread is broken and the cup is poured, Christ’s body and blood serve as 

agents of mercy to us who are broken by sin and thirsting for righteousness. 

 

April 15, 2022 - Good Friday  

Mercy in the Cross (Colossians 2:14) 

Jesus mercifully removed the sentence of sin against us by going to the cross to 

declare us not guilty. 

 

April 17, 2022 -Easter Sunday  

Mercy in the Open Tomb (Hebrews 13:20-21) 

Because Christ rose from the dead, we have a new beginning that mirrors the 

mercy of our Lord and Savior. 

 

 

 

 

Choir practice will resume on February 23rd at 7pm. During Lent, Choir will 

move to Tuesday nights at 7pm. After Lent, practice will return to Wednesday 

nights. Melinda invites all to come and join the choir as we make a joyful noise 

together! Hope to see you there! 



SHROVE TUESDAY 

March 1, 2022 at 7pm 

Shrove Tuesday, also known as Fat Tuesday, 

and  Mardi Gras in French, and by many other 

nicknames is celebrated the day before the season 

of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. 

It's the big hurrah before Christians start Lent, a 

season of prayer, penance and fasting in 

preparation for the Easter season. 

What is Shrove Tuesday? 

It started when Pope St. Gregory prohibited Christians from eating all forms of 

meat and animal products during Lent around A.D. 600. 

He told St. Augustine of Canterbury, a founder of the Christian church in southern 

England, to enforce those same fasting rules in England. 

So Christians made pancakes to use up their supply of eggs, milk and butter in 

preparation for Lent. 

Shrove Tuesday has become known as Pancake Day. 

When the tradition spread throughout Europe, people in France followed the trend. 

They made waffles, crepes and a dessert many know as king cake to utilize their 

dairy products. They called it Mardi Gras. 

And the English named it Pancake Day. 

For us at Advent, before we begin the season of Lent, all are invited to come 

Tuesday night and bring a dessert to share. It can be a king cake, crepes, cookies, 

brownies or yes even pancakes. Bring your favorite dessert to share and let us 

celebrate the last day together before the season of Lent. We will end the evening 

with a special time of saying goodbye to our Alleluias for the season and giving up 

what burdens we may be carrying. (See the next article for more information) 



RELEASING OUR BURDENS AND 

BURYING THE ALLELUIA 

The author of Ecclesiastes writes: 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every 

matter under heaven. 

A time to be born and a time to die. 

A time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted. 

A time to break down and a time to build up. 

A time to weep and a time to laugh. 

A time to mourn and a time to dance. 

A time to keep silence and a time to speak. 

This time of pandemic has brought out in all of us various burdens. Each of us 

carry burdens that cause us to live with regrets and undue anxiety. Our shadow-self 

exhibits an impaired life, seeking a resolution to bring back our spirit of joy.  

Before the season of Lent begins, we close the Shrove Tuesday evening with a 

special Burying of the Alleluia ceremonial act. During the entire 40 days of Lent 

the word “Alleluia” is completely absent from the liturgy of the Church. The word 

“Alleluia” is rooted in a Hebrew expression that means “praise the Lord.” It is 

frequently found in the Psalms and has been always associated with joy and 

exultation. This is why it is forbidden during Lent, a somber liturgical season 

focused on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross.  

While we do not say or sing Alleluia in the Lenten season, Christians over the 

centuries didn’t think it was right to simply stop saying it. Instead they “buried” it 

in a solemn ceremony. It was a way to put the Alleluia into the “tomb,” only to 

discover it again at Easter when the stone is removed and the Alleluia is 

“resurrected.” 

This year, we will be doing something a little different before we bury the Alleluia, 

we will have a special time of release from our burdens. Together we will name 

and claim the root of our heaviness. We will proceed outside the fellowship hall 

into the courtyard to the heart-beat of the earth, writing and burning our burden(s). 

We will sing and say Alleluias together one last time as our burdens are released. 

We pray that this will allow us to enter the season of Lent unburdened while 



feeling a release, as our burdens rise to God like the smoke of an evening sacrifice. 

We pray our Lord will use the room in our hearts to fill us with forgiveness,  

healing, and wholeness this Lent.  

Throughout the 40 days of Lent, we encourage you to consider a way to “give up” 

your burden(s) by adding something that will bring you joy, or help you to share 

joy with someone. Then on Easter we can all come together in a unified joyous day 

as our Alleluia’s are resurrected along with the celebration of the Resurrection of 

our Lord, and the promise of new and joyous life for us all! We hope you will join 

us March 1, 2022 at 7pm for dessert, fellowship, and the burying of the Alleluia.  

 

WEDNESDAY LENTEN 

DINNER WORSHIP  

This year for Lent, we will gather together for 

Dinner Worship at 6:30pm. Our first Lenten 

Dinner Worship will be March 9th. We will 

continue this tradition for the 5 Wednesdays 

in Lent. In Lent, we will reflect over God’s 

mercies in our lives and the life of this church 

while eating, fellowshipping and worshiping together each Wednesday. Our five 

Lenten Dinner Worship days will be: March 9, 16, 23, 30 & April 6. We will eat 

and worship together in the Fellowship Hall. There will be a signup at Advent for 

those that would like to help by bringing soup or sandwiches for these events. Each 

Wednesday evening, we will gather much like we do for our Thanksgiving Dinner 

Worship time. We realize this is different than we have done it in years past, but 

we pray you will join us for this new worship opportunity on Wednesday nights in 

Lent.   

 



BIBLE STUDY  

Beginning in March, the Tuesday and Thursday 

Bible Study groups will begin again…but in a new 

way. If you have ever wanted to grow in your study 

of Scripture in a small group setting, now is the time 

to join either the Tuesday morning or Thursday night 

Bible Study.  

Achieve your goal of reading through the Bible in 

one year…maybe two.  

Not the type to sit down and read the entire Bible? 

Think about it in terms of smaller goals. Think about 

a commitment to read a short selection from the 

Bible plus a concise devotional. You can do that – especially with a group to 

encourage you along. 

Plus, you’ll also get summaries of key themes and ideas to help you better digest 

and understand your readings. Then we will come back as a group to talk about 

what we have read, read new sections together and answer any questions while 

growing in our study of Scripture.  

The Bible Year is a wonderful way for small groups and individuals to grow closer 

to God, while providing a common thread that will promote new and deeper 

friendships among members. 

We invite you to come March 1st at 10am or March 3rd at 6:30pm to learn more 

about this small group ministry. Bring your Bible and you will be given your own 

Bible Year book to help us grow together in our study of the Scriptures. We hope 

you will join us. For more information, please contact Pastor Andrea.  

 

 

 

 

 



SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

DURING LENT 

 
Advent will host a Social Justice Bible Study, for Sunday 
School during Lent starting on March 6th.  Racism has 
become front and center in the last couple of years. How 
do we respond as the church? How do we become Jesus' 
hands, feet, and presence in the midst of such hurt? Can a 
Bible Study help us understand? All are welcome as we 
learn and discuss together. For more information contact: 
Gail Pendergrast (gailpendergrast@gmail.com), or Mary 
Filpus-Luyckx (maryfilpusluyckx@gmail.com). 
 
One of the resources we will use is Dialogues On: Race. 
This material has a video and learner book. Augsburg Fortress writes: “Dialogues 
On: Race replicates a conversational experience by giving participants a reader on 
race. Each topic is packed with well-researched information, brought to life with 
the lived experience and stories of people at the center of the topic. Dialogues On 
curriculum brings your adult small group together to tackle difficult topics and 
turn conflict into community.”  
 
We look forward to continuing to build community together. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent’s Book Group will resume meeting on Monday, February 28th and 

Monday, March 28th at Advent. If you would like more information about the Book 

Group, please contact Gayle Ricklefs.  

 



 

The Property Ministry has recently lost some of its valuable members, including 

our chairperson, Peter Kohler and we grieve his passing. We are looking for more 

participation from Advent members to help with Advent’s property. We have some 

big projects coming up and could really use more people to help plan and 

coordinate projects.  

One of the major projects coming up has to do with new flooring in Fellowship 

Hall, Narthex, and Sanctuary. If you would like to have a voice about the new 

flooring, we invite you to come to the meeting on Saturday, March 5th at 10am. 

 

 

 

Save the Date for a Congregational Property Work Day:  

SATURDAY, MARCH 26TH AT 10AM.    



MARCH CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

(Events subject to change. Continue to check weekly email.) 

 

Date  Time  Event (Location) 

2/28  TBD  Book Group 

3/1 Tues 10am  Bible Study (Advent/Zoom) 

  7pm  Shrove Tuesday (Advent) 

3/2 Wed 7pm  Ash Wednesday Worship (Advent/Zoom) 

3/3 Thurs 6:30pm Bible Study (Advent/Zoom) 

3/5 Sat 10am  Property Ministry Meeting (Advent) 

 

3/6 Sun 9:30am  Worship with Holy Communion (Advent/Zoom) 

  10:45am Sunday School & Confirmation (Advent/Zoom) 

3/8 Tues 6pm  Ministry Night (Advent/Zoom)   

3/8 Tues 7pm  Choir (Advent) 

3/9 Wed 6:30pm Lenten Dinner Worship (Advent) 

3/12 Sat.  4:30pm Praise Team Practice 

 

3/13 Sun 9:30am  Contemporary Worship w/Holy Com. (Advent/Zoom) 

  10:45am Sunday School & Confirmation (Advent/Zoom) 

3/15 Tues 10am  Bible Study (Advent/Zoom) 

6pm   Council (Advent/Zoom) 

  7pm  Choir (Advent) 

3/16 Wed 6:30pm Lenten Dinner Worship (Advent) 

3/17 Thurs 6:30pm Bible Study (Advent/Zoom)   

 

3/20 Sun 9:30am  Worship with Holy Communion (Advent/Zoom) 

10:45am Sunday School & Confirmation (Advent/Zoom) 

3/22 Tues 7pm  Choir 

3/23 Wed 6:30pm Lenten Dinner Worship (Advent) 

3/26 Sat 10am  Inside/Outside Property Work Day 

 

3/27 Sun 9:30am  Worship with Holy Communion (Advent/Zoom) 

10:45am Sunday School & Confirmation (Advent/Zoom) 

3/28 Mon TBD  Book Group 

3/29 Tues 7pm  Choir 

3/30 Wed 6:30pm Lenten Dinner Worship (Advent) 

 

 



 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
  
3/1          Sean Sullivan 
3/2          Ethan Fillgrove 
3/2 Matthew Nelson  

3/2 Elaina Nelson  

3/5          Elaine Easton 
3/5          Elaine Mertins      
3/7          Liza Fincher    

3/9          Thomas Koch 
3/11        Debbie Merzlak   
3/11        Mary Filpus-Luyckx 
3/13        Carole Hanes 
3/16        Bryan Tupper 
3/17        Michael Cartee    
3/18        Nick Reed 
3/22        Sarah Van Bladel 
3/24        Robin Keller 
3/25        Kenneth Burkman 
3/26        Kristen Teffeteller 
3/27        Violet Herrmann 
3/29        Benjamin Rivera 
3/31        Irene Trappe 
3/31        Logan McCarty 

 
  

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
  
3/17        Gary & Patti Agenbroad 
3/31        Bob & Ginnie Frabizio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Lutheran Church 

3232 Washington Road 

Augusta, GA 30907 

www.adventaugusta.org 

advluch@adventaugusta.org 

706-860-0439
       

 

http://www.adventaugusta.org/

