
Ash Wednesday 
 
 

 

March 2, 2022 

7:00 pm 

 

The Imposition of Ashes with  

Holy Eucharist 

 

 

 

The Gathering of the Community 

 
The Congregation shall please stand  

as the Choir and Clergy enter in silence. 
 

 

 

Hymn 605 Have Mercy, Lord, on Us (v. 1,3) (tune 649) 
 
 
Presider  The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you 
 
 
Presider Let us pray 
 
 
The Collect for Ash Wednesday  
 

Almighty and everlasting God,  

Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and 

acknowledging our brokenness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, remission and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 

 

The First Reading  Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17  

 

Psalm 32:3-10 Said together 

 

While I kept silence, my body wasted away 

   through my groaning all day long.  

 

For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 



   my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 

 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 

   and I did not hide my iniquity; 

 

I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’, 

   and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

 

Therefore, let all who are faithful 

   offer prayer to you; 

at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters 

   shall not reach them.  

 

You are a hiding-place for me; 

   you preserve me from trouble; 

   you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. 

          

I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; 

   I will counsel you with my eye upon you.  

 

Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 

   whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, 

   else it will not stay near you.  

 

Many are the torments of the wicked, 

   but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord.  

     

Gradual Hymn #179                             Tree of Life  

 

Christ you lead and we shall follow, 

stumbling though our steps may be; 

one with you in joy and sorrow, 

we the river, you the sea, 

we the river, you the sea. 

 

Light of life beyond conceiving, 

mighty Spirit of our Lord; 

give new strength to our believing, 

give us faith to live your word, 

give us faith to live your word. 

    

The Gospel   Matthew 6: 1–6, 16–21 

 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

At the conclusion of the Gospel 



  

The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

  

The Exhortation  

 

Dear friends in Christ, 

every year at the time of the Christian Passover we celebrate our redemption through the death 

and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lent is a time to prepare for this celebration and to 

renew our life in the paschal mystery. We begin this holy season by remembering our need for 

repentance, and for the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

We begin our journey to Easter with the sign of ashes, an ancient sign, speaking of the frailty and 

uncertainty of human life, and marking the penitence of the community as a whole.  

 

I invite you therefore, in the name of the Lord, to observe a holy Lent by self-examination, 

penitence, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, and by reading and meditating on the word of God.  

 

Let us kneel before our Creator and Redeemer.  

 

Litany of Penitence 

 
All Most holy and merciful God, 

we confess to you, to one another, 
and to the whole communion of saints 
in heaven and on earth, 
that we have sinned by our own fault 
in thought, word, and deed; 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
 

Presider 
 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  We have not loved our 
neighbours as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.  
 Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 
We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of 
Christ.  We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 
We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our 
lives,  

We confess to you, Lord. 
 
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 

We confess to you, Lord. 
 
Our anger and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 



We confess to you, Lord. 
 
Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 

We confess to you, Lord. 
 
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us, 

We confess to you, Lord. 
 
Accept our repentance, Lord, for our blindness to human need and suffering, and our indifference 
to injustice and cruelty,  

Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 

For all false judgements, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbours and for our prejudice 
toward those who differ from us,  
 Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 
For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, 
 Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 
Restore us, good Lord. Let your anger depart from us, for we desire to turn from these ways and 
walk with you. 
 Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 

 

Almighty God, 

from the dust of the earth you have created us. 

May these ashes be for us a sign  

of our mortality and penitence, 

and a reminder that only by your gracious gift  

are we given eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

 

 

The Imposition of Ashes 
You are invited to come forward to receive the imposition of ashes; the Choir to the High Altar, 

the congregation in front of the Nave Altar ~ please be mindful of social distance. 
 

“Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return” 
 

 
Presider Accomplish in us, O God, 

the work of your salvation, 

All  That we may show forth your love 

in this world. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins. May our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness. And may the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 

life. Amen. 

 

 



The Celebration of the Eucharist 

 

 

Offertory Hymn 615  Just As I Am (v.1,5) 

 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 

 

Merciful God, turn us from sin to faithfulness. 

Accept our offering, and prepare us to celebrate 

the death and resurrection of Christ our Saviour,  

who is alive and reigns with you now and forever. Amen. 

      

Presider The Lord be with you. 

All  And also with you 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth, 

for you bid your faithful people to cleanse their hearts  

and to prepare with joy for the Easter feast;  

that reborn through the waters of baptism  

and renewed in the eucharistic mystery, 

we may be more fervent in prayer  

and more generous in the works of love.  

 

Therefore we raise our voices to you in praise  

to proclaim the glory of your name: 

 

    Sanctus, Benedictus - F. Schubert 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory, 

Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!  

 

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love  

you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people; 

in your Word spoken through the prophets;  

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 



 

For in these last days you sent him 

to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.  

In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,  

and gave it to his disciples, and said,  

   “ Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you.  

   Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said,  “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

Therefore, according to his command, 

 

we remember his death,  

we proclaim his resurrection,  

we await his coming in glory: 

 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving  

to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they may be the 

sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, 

and make them new, and bring us to that city of light 

where you dwell with all your sons and daughters;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 

the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation;  

 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty God, now and for ever. 

 

Amen. 



 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Gathering our prayers into one let us pray as our saviour taught us, 

   

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread   

  

Presider We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All We, being many, are one body, 

 For we all share in the one bread. 

 

     Agnus Dei - F. Schubert 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  

Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world,  

give us your peace, give us your peace. 

  

 

Communion Hymn 612. (v. 1,3)   Healer of Our Every Ill 

  

 

Prayer after Communion   

   

Presider All your works praise you, O Lord. 

All  And your faithful servants bless you. 

  Gracious God  

we thank you for feeding us with 

the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

May we, who share his body, live his risen life; 

we, who drink his cup, bring life to others; 

we, whom the Spirit lights,  

give light to the world. 



 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so that we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

Hymn 180 (v. 1,4)            Giver of the Perfect Gift 

 

 

Choir and Clergy leave in silence. 

 


