
  

Jesus’ Heart for You #8              Pastor Tom 
His Ways Are Not Our Ways             February 27, 2022   
~ Isaiah 55  
 
 Think about something that you would really love to have.  Maybe it’s a different car or place to 

live.  Maybe it’s a renovation or yard makeover.  Maybe it’s a condo in a warm climate for the winter or a 

trip that you’ve always wanted to take.  Or a move you’ve always wanted to make.  But you currently 

don’t have this or can’t go because you don’t have the money.  If you had money, you would buy and 

begin to enjoy what you’d really like to have.     

 So imagine you try to get it anyway.  You go down to the car dealership or real estate office or 

travel agent or the store that has that thing.  You inform the people that you’d like to buy it.  They are very 

pleased with your choice.   They take you to the place they complete transactions.  They ask, “How will 

you be paying?”  You answer, I’ll be paying without money.”  They smile and think you’re joking.  Then 

they ask again.  “No really.  How will you be paying?”  You answer the same way.  “I would like to buy it 

without money.”  This time there is no smile.  There’s no laugh. They start to size you up as a fraud not 

a potential buyer.  You want to buy something valuable but you have no money to pay for it.    So they 

ask you one more time.  “Do you have any money to make this purchase?”  “No,” you say.  “I want to buy 

it without money.”  They, of course, ask you to leave.  No business owner would stay open for long if they 

gave all their goods away for free.   

 Except one.  He is a very different kind of business owner.  He has offers that are worth far more 

than anything you just thought about.  His offerings will provide satisfaction, joy and consolation for many 

years.  Everything He offers is free.  You can actually go to him and buy his offerings with no money.  All 

you need to do is come to Him to receive these gifts.   

 Yet we might question such an offer.  No business owner we know operates like this.  There has 

to be a catch or some hidden cost that we will have to pay down the road.  Yet upon closer examination, 

we discover no hidden cost.  There is nothing in the fine print that will extract money from us.  How can 

this business owner do this?   



  

 He can do it because His thoughts are not our thoughts and His ways are not our ways.  His ways 

and His thoughts are so different than ours that He actually can offer the richest treasures to us for free.  

This business owner is the Lord.  Today, we are going to see that Since the Lord’s thoughts and ways 

are unlike ours, we can buy His offerings without money.  In fact God is not in it for profit.  He offers 

what He has for His glory and our benefit.  This is message #8 in the series “Jesus’ heart for you.”  We’re 

going to go back to the Old Testament this week to discover another unexpected part of God’s heart.  

Throughout this series, we have been learning the critical to let the Bible correct our misunderstandings 

or mistaken conclusions about God’s heart.  We need to do that again today as we consider God as in a 

sense the absolutely unique business person with a heart of deep love.  I pray you will be moved to 

accept and receive the generous, life giving offers God has for you.  So please find Isaiah 55 in your 

Bibles or on your devices.  You can also find it on page 526 in the Bibles in front of you.  Let’s watch for 

this unexpected piece of God’s heart for us.   

Isaiah 55 (ESV)   
 

The Compassion of the LORD 

55 “Come, everyone who thirsts, 
    come to the waters; 
and he who has no money, 
    come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
    without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
    and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 
    and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
    hear, that your soul may live; 
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
    my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
    a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, 
    and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, 
because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, 
    for he has glorified you. 
 



  

6 “Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
    call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake his way, 
    and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
    and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
12 “For you shall go out in joy 
    and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
    shall break forth into singing, 
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
    an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 
 
 
 
 This chapter falls within the hopeful part of Isaiah.  Chapters 1-39 contain Isaiah’s prophecies of 

judgment by God upon the Israelites.  This judgment would come because they had corporately turned 

away from God.   Corruption and institutional sin plagued the nation.  They thought they could engage a 

couple of religious rituals and buy off God’s favor.  Yet God would not tolerate token and half-hearted 

worship.  Such behavior actually led them away from the source of their hope and life.  So He sent 

prophets to warn them to turn back to Him before they would experience the natural consequences of 

their rebellion.  But they refuse.   

 So in Isaiah 39, we see an account that predicts the Babylonians will one day invade and conquer 

the land.  Last week in Lamentations 3, we saw the writer reflect on the fact that this had happened.  Yet 

from Isaiah 40, the tone of the prophecies change from judgment to hope.  The Lord speaks through His 



  

prophets about a coming restoration, renewal and a new era of hope where God would reign.   He would 

accomplish this transformation through someone referred to as the Servant of the Lord.  In one of the 

most famous passages of the Old Testament, Isaiah 53 describes the suffering and sacrifice of this 

Servant for the sins of the people.  There you find a stunning depiction of someone who has suffered 

great abuse for others. Through this servant’s sacrifice, the Lord would restore the people and bring them 

back into close relationship with Himself.    

 The rest of the collection contains these prophecies that invite people to come and enjoy this new 

kingdom under God’s reign.  That’s where Isaiah 55 fits.  It’s another hopeful, inviting and forward looking 

prophecy that encourages people to come to the Lord.  Within it we find this unique piece of God’s heart.   

 It’s found in verse 8 where the Lord speaks.  He says, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways.  What is God’s heart for us?  His thoughts are not our thoughts and 

His ways are not our ways.     Yes, Jesus is gently and lowly in heart.  Yes, Jesus is a friend of sinners.  

Yes, Jesus will never cast us out.  Yes, Jesus is compassionate.  But He is also completely different from 

us in his thinking and his characteristic ways of actions.  Now we often get uncomfortable with someone 

who does not think like us or do things the way we do.  But I can tell you it is very good news that the 

Lord’s thoughts are not our thoughts neither His ways our ways.   

 Why?  One reason is because our thoughts and ways get us into so much trouble.  Back in Isaiah 

53:6 we read “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned – every one – to his own way; and the 

Lord has laid on him, the iniquity of us all.” Our ways lead to selfishness, destruction, hopelessness and 

darkness.  So God intervened and laid our sins upon the Servant, ultimately Jesus, to rescue us from our 

way.    

 Another reason why it’s good news that God’s way are different from our ways is because His 

ways open the door to buying immeasurable offerings without money. Because God’s ways are different 

than ours, He could create a situation where we can buy the great gifts He has for us without money.  He 

could accomplish this because He doesn’t depend on money to exist or continue.  He is independent of 

money.  His ways are not our ways.   



  

 God’s thoughts are not our thoughts.  This phrase affirm God’s superior intelligence.  God is 

infinitely smarter and wiser than the smartest people on earth.   This does affirm the mystery of God’s 

ways. We don’t understand in the moment, God’s actions or purpose. Yet, notice the word “For” at the 

beginning of verse 8.  “For my thoughts are not your thoughts.” So the for points us back to that which 

came before.  Verse 7 – “Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him 

return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  

For my thoughts are not your thoughts and neither are your ways my ways.”   So somehow his unusual 

thoughts and ways connects to verse 7.   

 What about verse 7 requires this explanation that God’s thoughts and ways are not like ours in 

verse 8?  Notice the talk about the wicked and the unrighteous.  Notice also he talks about their ways 

and thoughts. What will happen if they do forsake their wicked ways and thoughts?  The Lord will have 

compassion on them.  God will abundantly pardon you and I are supposed to imagine we are wicked and 

unrighteous.     

 If we forsake these and return to the Lord He will respond with compassion and abundant pardon.  

We live in a world where you have to do your time to pay for your crime.  Ortlund writes this:  “He is telling 

us that we cannot view His expressions of His mercy with our old eyes. Our view of God must change. 

What would we say to a 7 year-old who upon being given a birthday gift by her loving father, immediately 

scrambled to reach for her piggy bank to pay her dad back?  How painful to a father’s heart!  That child 

needs to change her very view of who her father is and what her father delights to do.” 

Then he continues with this: “The natural flow of the fallen human heart is reciprocity or balancing 

the scales…There is something healthy and glorious in desiring order and fairness rather than chaos. 

But that impulse has been tainted by sin.  We have an impoverished view of how God feels about people 

and we think it’s accurate because that’s often how we feel about people.  

But God says, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts neither are your ways my ways.”  Then He 

gives us this assurance “my thoughts are not your thoughts neither are my ways your ways.”  Why?  It 



  

could be because we struggle to accept receiving compassion and abundant pardon for free.  This is not 

the way the world’s marketplace works.  You don’t get something for nothing.  

In saying this, the Lord is not cheating justice.  He can say this because He got someone else to 

pay for it.  In Isaiah, this someone is called the Servant.  In the New Testament, this someone is called 

Jesus Christ.    

 To ensure that the listener and reader gets this point, the Lord goes on in verse 9 to show how 

different His thoughts and ways are from ours. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 

ways higher than yours ways and, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  So you’re still having trouble 

believing that I will meet you who returns to me with compassion and abundant pardon?  My thoughts 

are immeasurable higher than your thoughts and ways. This is an immeasurable distance.  That’s how 

much higher God’s thoughts and ways are compared to ours.   

 Just in case we have any lingering doubts, the Lord offers a third “For” in verse 10.  “For as the 

rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring 

forth and sprout giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, (verse 11), so shall my word be that 

goes out of my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and 

shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”  So you know how rain and snow water the earth?  They 

create the conditions to grow crops?  From these crops, we harvest to make food to survive.   So the rain 

and the snow produce an abundance or fullness.  You know how you have seen that happen every year 

you’ve lived.  The rains have come. The crops have grown.  You are able to get bread.    Well the same 

thing happens with God’s Word.  When God speaks, He doesn’t say empty words that will fail to 

accomplish His intentions.  So when the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous forsake their 

thoughts and return, the Lord will certainly show compassion and abundantly pardon.  Even though this 

is totally different than the way things work in the world’s market place, it’s the way the Lord works.  We 

have to adjust to that.  We can’t project onto Him the way people generally think or do things in the world.  

For His thoughts are not our thoughts, neither His ways our ways.   So we need to come to Him and 

accept what He has to give us.” We’ve clearly have seen compassion and abundant pardon.  What 



  

do you have to give us Lord?  A deeply satisfying life for free. Verse 1.  “Come, everyone who 

thirsts, come to the waters and he who has no money, come, buy and eat.  Come buy wine and milk 

without money and without price.”  The Lord: I’m not only offering you water though that is essential 

and life giving.  I am offering you richness and deep satisfaction in me: wine and milk.   Verse 2 – 

“Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does no t 

satisfy?”  Why are you spending your life chasing things that ultimately don’t satisfy your soul?  They 

impoverish your soul.  They drain you.  They bring you to dark places.  Instead look at the end of 

verse 2, “Listen diligently to me and eat what is good and delight yourself in rich food.  “I want to feed 

you so you can delight in the richest of lives – not money riches but deep soul satisfaction riches.” 

 About 700 years later, Jesus said some similar things.  John 4:14 – Whoever drinks of the water 

that I will give him will never be thirsty again.  The water that I give him will become in him a spring of 

water welling up to eternal life.  John 7:37-38 - If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever 

believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’”  This image of 

water from God portrays satisfaction for our souls’ thirsts.   But in Himself, the Lord not only offer water 

but milk, wine and the richest food. 

 What else do you have to give us Lord?  How about an everlasting covenant secured by my 

steadfast love?  Verse 3 – Incline your ear and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will 

make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.”  So the Lord will not enter into 

a temporary contract relationship with us to see how things go.  He will commit Himself to an everlasting 

covenant backed up by his steadfast love.  This steadfast love fulfilled the promise to David.  God said 

to him, “Someone from your line will reign forever.”  Jesus came along from David’s line and now is 

enthroned to reign forever. So we don’t have to fear that the Lord will drop us if we mess up or wander. 

He’s committed to us for the long haul and into eternity by His steadfast love.   

 What else do you have to give us Lord?  The hope of life eternal on a renewed earth under 

my reign.  Verse 12 – “For you will go out with joy and be led forth with peace.”  That’s Exodus like 

language.  It’s a release from slavery.  It’s a journey from a land of oppression or trouble to a land of joy 



  

and peace.  “The mountains and the hills shall break forth into singing.  All the trees of the field shall clap 

their hands.” So somehow, creation will join in this joy and peace in God’s kingdom.  But creation will not 

only rejoice.  It will also be transformed just like we will be transformed.  Verse 13 – “Instead of the thorn 

shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle.   So this a life of joy and peace 

in a world renewed and restored by the Lord.  All who come to the Lord can look forward with great hope 

to this coming new creation.   

 Well Lord, those are quite amazing offers?  How do we accept them?  You said we can’t pay 

for them with money.  So how do we go about this?  How do we access all God has for us?  This 

passage shows us several ways.   

 One - seek the Lord and call upon Him.   Verse 6 states “Seek the Lord while he may be 

found; call upon him while he is near.”  This does not mean to look for someone who is lost or hiding.  

It is more like coming with commitment to one known to be there.  “While he may be found” and “while 

he is near” implies a sense of urgency.  We all have a limited opportunity to seek the Lord.  We don’t 

know when our lives will end.  We also don’t know when Jesus will return.  When that happens, it will 

be too late to come to the Lord.  So if you have not yet sought the Lord and called out to Him in faith, 

you need to do that before it’s too late.   

 Two – Forsake wicked ways and unrighteous thoughts.  Then return to the Lord.  Verse 

7 paints a clear picture of repentance for us.  Forsake means to abandon, quit or leave behind.  It 

involves turning away from old ways and thoughts.  Instead return to the Lord.  Maybe we have 

followed some wicked ways lately or entertained some unrighteous thoughts.  So we need to forsake 

those and return back to the Lord.   

 Three – Listen diligently, Incline your ear and hear.  At the end of verse 2 and into 3, the 

Lord emphasizes the need to listen carefully to His wisdom and counsel. So how much time and 

space do we give in our lives to make room to listen to the Lord – to hear from His Word – to respond 

to his direction.  Notice in verse 3 the appeal – “Hear that your soul may live.”   



  

 Four – Eat, delight, live.   The Christian life is not one of gloom and doom.  Enjoy the life 

God has for you.  Taste the delight of knowing Him and walking with Him.  Live as you were meant 

to live.   

 Five – Look ahead with hope.   Yes, there are a lot of hard things in the world right now. 

There is a new world coming that will leave behind all the ills of this world.  So look ahead with hope in 

the God whose ways are not our ways and thoughts not our thoughts.   

We may not have everything we want in life because we don’t have money.  But we can have everything 

we need in life coming to the Lord.  He awaits with compassion, abundant pardon, wisdom and richness 

of knowing Him.  

 

 


