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John 6:61, 66, “Jesus was aware this His own disciples were complaining about what He was teaching, so He 
asked them, `Does what this offend you? . . . 66After hearing these things from Jesus, many of those following 
Him walked away saying, `We can no longer go along with you nor follow Your teaching any more’” (PAR). 
Mark 4:9, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen, understand and obey” (NLT). 
Hebrews 13:4, “Honor the sanctity of marriage and keep your vows of purity to one another, for God will judge 
sexual immorality in any form, whether single or married” (TPT). 
Hebrews 13:4, "Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the 
adulterer and all the sexually immoral” (NIV). 

Why Not Live Together? 

1. You _____________________, _______________________ and ___________________ your _________ for God. 

Mark 12:30-31, Jesus said, "You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and 
all your strength.’ 31The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ No other commandment is 
greater than these” (NLT). 
John 14:15, 21, Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will obey My commandments . . . 21“Those who accept My 
commandments and obey them are the ones who love Me. My Father will love those who love Me; I too will love 
them and reveal Myself to them” (NLT). 
Hebrews 13:4, "Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the 
adulterer and all the sexually” (NIV). 

• “Honored” is the Greek New Testament word [τίµιος; timios], which means “precious, priceless, esteemed, of 
greatest worth; too valuable to be bribed or temptable; and to purchase at a great and sacrificial cost. 
1 Corinthians 7:23, “You were bought with a price [a precious and sacrificial price paid by Christ]; do not become 
slaves to men [but to Christ]” (AMP). 
Genesis 2:23-25, “Then the man said, “At last, here is one of my own kind — Bone taken from my bone, and flesh 
from my flesh. ‘Woman’ is her name because she was taken out of man.” 24That is why a man leaves his father 
and mother and is united with his wife, and they become one. 25The man and the woman were both naked, but 
they were not embarrassed” (GNT). 
Hebrews 13:4, “. . . by keeping the marriage bed pure . . .” (NIV). 

• That words “marriage bed” is a single word in the Greek New Testament — [κοίτηs; koitēs, where we get our 
English word coitus, which refers to sexual intercourse. The word translated as “pure” is the Greek New 
Testament word [ἀµίαντος; amiantos], which means “not defiled, unsoiled, not stained, not tarnished, free from 
deformity, corruption, and being debased; it was used metaphorically to mean “free from adultery.” 
Hebrews 13:4, “ . . . God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral” (NIV). 

• Adultery defiles the marriage bed by betraying the _______________________________ which is at the very 
heart of marriage. Sexual immorality defiles the marriage bed by disregarding the marriage ______________ 
________________________. 

Stats On Living Together 

a. The number of unmarried couples living together soared 19-fold from 430,000 in 1960 to nearly 9-10 million today. 
b. More than 8 out of 10 couples who live together will break up either before the wedding or afterwards in divorce. 
c. About 45% of those who begin cohabiting, do not marry. Another 5-10% continue living together and do not marry. 
d. Couples who do marry after living together are 50% more likely to divorce than those who did not live together. 
e. Only 12% of couples who have begun their relationship with cohabitation end up with a marriage lasting 10 years 

or more. 
f. A Penn State study reports that even a month’s cohabitation decreases the quality of the couple’s relationship and 

over 50% of couples who cohabitate do not last 15 months. 

Stats Of The Impact on Children Whose Parents Live Together Rather Than Marry (same source) 

a. Children of cohabiting parents are ten times more likely to be sexually abused by a stepparent than by a parent. 
b. Children of cohabiting parents are three times as likely to be expelled from school or to get pregnant as teenagers 

than children from an intact home with married parents. 
c. Children of cohabiting parents are five times more apt to live in poverty, and 22 times more likely to be 

incarcerated. 
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2. You dishonor and _____________________ your love for each other and bring _________________________ 
on your relationship until there is _______________________. 

1 Corinthians 6:18, “Run from sexual sin! No other sin so clearly affects the body as this one does. For sexual 
immorality is a sin against your own body” (NLT). 
Ecclesiastes 3:1, 5,  “There is a special time for everything. There is a time for everything that happens under 
heaven . . . 5. . . a time to hug and kiss and a time to refrain from kissing and hugging” (NLV). 
Proverbs 14:12, “There is a path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death” (NLT). 
Hebrews 13:4, “Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the 
adulterer and all the sexually immoral” (NIV). 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-6, “It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that 
each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 5not in passionate lust like 
the pagans, who do not know God; 6and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or 
sister. The Lord will punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you and warned you before” (NIV). 

• The Greek New Testament word translated as “sanctified” is [ἁγιασµός; hagiasmos]. This word refers to the 
process we as Christians go through to become holy, _______________________________________________ 
morally and sexually. 

• The Greek New Testament word translated as “wrong” is [πλεονεκτέω; pleonekteō] and it means “to 
_______________________________; to __________________________ of another; to _______________ 
someone; to take more than you are _________________ to take. It’s the picture of a person who is taking what 
they want for themselves while selfishly disregarding the best interests of others. That’s exactly what we are doing 
when we live together with someone outside of marriage. We exceed the limits God has set for us. We take more 
than we’re entitled to take. 
Galatians 6:7-8, “Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always harvest what you plant. 
8Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from that sinful nature. But 
those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit” (NLT). 

• The Greek New Testament word translated as “mocked” is [µυκτηρίζω; muktērizō] it means “to 
________________________________; to _____________, to _____________]. 
1 John 1:10, “If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in 
our hearts” (NLT). 
John 8:44, Jesus said, “The devil was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies” (NLT). 

3. You dishonor, __________________ and ___________________ from your family (i.e., parents/church). 
Proverbs 10:1, ““A wise child brings joy to their parents but a foolish child brings grief to their parents” (PAR). 
Exodus 20:12, “Honor your father and mother all the days of your life” (PAR). 
Proverbs 17:25, "Foolish children bring grief to their father and bitterness to the one who gave them birth” (NLT). 
• The Hebrew word translated as “bitterness” is [ֶמר  ”.__________ memer] and it means “bitter, bitterness and ,ֶמ֗
Genesis 39:6-9, “Potiphar gave Joseph complete administrative responsibility over everything he owned. With 
Joseph there, he didn’t worry about a thing—except what kind of food to eat! Joseph was a very handsome and 
well-built young man, 7and Potiphar’s wife soon began to look at him lustfully. `Come and sleep with me,’ she 
demanded. 8But Joseph refused. `Look,’ he told her, `my master trusts me with everything in his entire household. 
9No one here has more authority than I do. He has held back nothing from me except you, because you are his 
wife. How could I do such a wicked thing? It would be a great sin against God’” (NLT). 
John 8:4-11, “Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5The law of Moses says 
to stone her. What do You say?” 6They were trying to trap Him into saying something they could use against Him, 
but Jesus stooped down and wrote in the dust with His finger. 7They kept demanding an answer, so He stood up 
again and said, “All right, but let the one who has never sinned throw the first stone!” 8Then he stooped down 
again and wrote in the dust. 9When the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by one, beginning with the 
oldest, until only Jesus was left in the middle of the crowd with the woman. 10Then Jesus stood up again and said 
to the woman, “Where are your accusers? Didn’t even one of them condemn you?” 11“No, Lord,” she said. And 
Jesus said, `Neither do I condemn you. Go and do not continue in this sin” (NLT). 
John 4:29 Jesus gave her — the Samaritan woman —å a gentle and compassionate rebuke for living together 
with man, but she was convicted, telling others, `Come and see a man who told me everything I ever did” (PAR). 

Issues of Living Together But Abstaining From Sex 

a. There is the matter of ______________________ > (see James 1:14-15; 1 Cor. 10:13; Gal. 5:16-17; 2 Cor. 10:4; 
Ps. 119:11; Eph. 6:10-11; Ps. 119:9; Gen. 39:9; Job 31:1; John 14:15; Phil. 3:8; 1 Tim. 6:11; Matt. 5:6; Col. 3:6; 
Ps. 97:10; James 4:7; Matt. 4:10; Heb. 2:14-18; Phil. 4:13; Rom. 6:11-12; Gal. 2:20; 1 John 4:4; Rom. 6:14; Heb. 
4:16; Heb. 5:7; Phil. 1:6; James 1:12; 1 Pet. 5:8-9; and Heb. 11:25. 

b. There is the matter of your ________________________. 1 These. 5:11, “Avoid even the appearance of sin and 
evil” (PAR). 

c. There is the matter of ____________________________. (Hebrews 13:4).
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