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February 25, 2022 
 
 
To be read aloud and distributed via all online channels to the parish of St Michael and All 
Angels, Royal Oak, on Sunday, February 27, 2022 
 
 
Friends, 
 
I write today to give thanks and send blessings for the ministry of your incumbent, Dawna.  
 
When we come to the ending of something, we often consider the word legacy, and I hope that you 
can take a moment to reflect on the teachings your incumbent leaves you. In her nearly ten years at 
this parish, Dawna’s ministry has been distinct through her expression of creativity, her vision for how 
you as a community could become, and for her playful, joyous approach to sharing the good news.  
Dawna’s vision for the world is brushed with vivid pigments, and we see that in how she leads: 
through her sermons, through her actions, and through, above all else, how she listens and makes 
compassionate space for others. These are all parts of Dawna’s legacy that I hope will live on in the 
congregation of St Michael and All Angels. The outdoor worship space is but one example of her 
vision and her leadership.  
 
In my own short time working with Dawna in her capacity as an archdeacon, I have come to 
appreciate her thoughtful discernment as we have discussed many challenges, and I already know 
that I will miss her counsel. I have also appreciated being able to call upon her to consult on pastoral 
matters, because, as you well know, Dawna’s gentle way is drawn from a well of love that is so deep 
that I’m confident it will never run dry. How blessed are we to have been receivers of Dawna’s godly 
gift for compassion, patience, and devotion to others.  
 
I know how Dawna will be missed by the parish of St Michael and All Angels and by the diocese as a 
whole. In our sadness, I hope that we can also be grateful to the Holy Spirit for guiding Dawna to this 
new role where she can continue her priestly ministry in a new context.  
 
On behalf of the diocese, I extend my gratitude to The Venerable Dr. Dawna Wall for her years of 
ministry. I wish her every blessing in her new role at Bethany House of Prayer. 
 
Peace, 
 
 
 
The Right Rev Anna Greenwood-Lee 
bishop 


