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Sunday services are held at 
10:00 AM, led by Intentional 
Interim Pastor Joanne Myer

MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE

March 2, 2022 7:00 PM
Ash Wednesday; Lent begins
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 (CEB)
Mini Cantata with Narration;
Giving the Ashes
“If We Are Knocked Down, With 
God’s Help We Get Up Again”  

March 6         
First Sunday in Lent
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Luke 4:1-13
“Tempting Choices”

March 13  
Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27
Luke 13:31-35
“Abram’s and Jesus’ Lament”

March 20 
Third Sunday in Lent
Celebrate Our Girl Scouts
Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 63:1-8
Luke 13:1-9
“Deep and Positive Repentance”

March 27 
Fourth Sunday in Lent
One Great Hour of Sharing
Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
“The Kind of Love We are 
Journeying Toward”

Lent is the forty-day period when we are asked to make time for an 
opportunity in each day to purposefully build a deeper relationship
with God through Christ Jesus. Moses, Elijah, and Jesus each went 
through forty days of fasting and praying; each one knew God more 
fully than before withdrawing. Lent begins this year on Wednesday, 
March 2nd with Ash Wednesday and ends on Easter Saturday, April 
16th, the day before Easter. Easter falls on Sunday, April 17th.
 

Ash Wednesday and Easter are later this year than last year. 
Determining the dates is a bit complicated, but here is the formula “in a 
nutshell.” Easter falls on the first Sunday after the Paschal Full Moon 
date. (The word Paschal is derived from Hebrew and Greek and relates 
to Easter or Passover.) The Paschal Full Moon date must be a date that 
falls on or after the March 21st equinox. March 21st is the equinox date 
the church always uses. After the date for Easter is determined, one 
counts back 46 days and that determines when Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday. Notice that Lent is the forty weekdays, Mondays through 
Saturdays. Sundays are not counted and that is why we will see written: 
The First Sunday IN Lent, The Second Sunday IN Lent, etc. (This is 
instead of using the word “of” as we do in other seasons.) If the Paschal 
Full Moon falls on a Sunday, then Easter is the following Sunday. The 
Paschal Full Moon is the first full moon of spring which can fall 
between March 19th and March 22nd. That is why the Christian Church 
uses the fixed equinox date of March 21st for the “figuring.” Easter can 
fall on any Sunday between March 22nd and April 25th.

During Lent we reflect and prepare for the celebration of Easter. It 
gives us time to think about what Jesus went through on his ministry
journeys and also on his journey to the cross when he sacrificed 
himself for us. During Lent we can sacrifice something that we like to 
do or eat (but not to the detriment of our health). However, we should 
set aside time to praise and worship God more often, to read Scripture
more often, to pray more often, to share more often, and, most 
important, to listen for God. We are to think more about God’s 
Righteousness or God’s Recipe for the Right Way for Living. We can 
acknowledge that, in our human condition, we don’t always “get it 
right.” That’s okay because God cares that we are trying and that we 
continue to try. We know we will continue to try because we want to be 
close to God instead of feeling separated from God. 

God never leaves us; God is always there for the taking. The 
importance of the Lenten season is that we can renew and strengthen 
our faith, and we can find spiritual growth by acknowledging our 
dependence on God. 

Joanne's Jottings

Cont. on page 2



What will we continue to do or do differently to make our call to ministry personal?
How can I help all of you to understand how blessed we are to be here in-person or to be taking part 
in ECC’s service by watching at a later time?
To what great task is God calling our congregation?
How can we not only respond to but own this great challenge?

        

ONE MORE THING:

During the February 6th sermon, I asked some questions and mentioned you might see the questions in 
the next Caller. Well, here they are. If you would like to jot down your ideas for me, I would like to read 
those ideas.

Your Sister in Christ,

Pastor Joanne

Cont. from page 1

Tuesday: March 8
Wednesday: March 16
Wednesday: March 23
Wednesday: March 30
Wednesday: April 6
Tuesday: April 12   

Lenten Book Study Starting March 8
Led by Pastor Joanne

This year's Lenten Book Study will be held 
by Zoom 7:00 - 8:30 pm following the 
schedule above. We will be reading “In My 
Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Rescuer” 
which can be purchased on Amazon for 
$10.99. Registration is required in order to 
receive the Zoom link. Please visit 
www.eccucc.org/news/lenten-book- study- 
starting-march-8 on the church website to 
register online, or contact Pastor Joanne. 
Financial Assistance is available. Attend 
every session or come when you can!

Easter Prayer Vigil
Sign Up Now Available

Please visit ECCUCC.org
under "NEWS" or call

Jill 860-810-8993

Let's Go Green! 
The monthly Caller newsletter is available on the ECC website 
and is sent by email. If you no longer need to receive a paper 
copy, help us reduce our mailing. Please send an email to 
outreach@eccucc.org and request to be removed from the paper 
mailer.

Thank you!



In the coming weeks, we will be issuing key fobs to those who need to access the building during non- 
worship times. A touch of the fob on the reader attached to the nearby post will open the door.  Detailed 
instructions will be sent along with the fobs.  Once the fobs have been distributed, the physical metal keys 
now in service will no longer work.   The fobs are quite small and attach easily to a key ring.  They are 
much less expensive than traditional keys.  Going forward, when members are no longer serving in 
positions that require access to the church, their fobs will be deactivated.  This will improve overall 
security and will eliminate the need for the office staff to retrieve keys from folks who no longer need 
them.

Now that the Sanctuary roof was replaced back in November, a proposal has been requested to reroof the 
remaining portions of our building.  Particular attention will be paid to the areas where the roof is flat 
and holds water.  There are signs of leakage in multiple locations that need to be addressed.  Included in 
this project will be adding pitched structures to the flat areas so that the water will drain away from the 
building.

We are awaiting a schedule from the contractor who will be repairing the bell deck in the steeple and 
installing a new mechanism for the clock. It is expected that this work will take place in the May/June 
timeframe.

As for the church’s finances, we are keeping a close eye on our numbers.  We have budgeted for a large 
draw from investments this year to make up for the shortfall in pledging.  If you have pledged… thank 
you!  Your effort to keep your pledge up-to-date is more important than ever this year.

Blessings!

Chas Gross, Chair of Trustees

Trustees' 
Corner

Here’s an update on our first project for 2022.  With an eye 
towards improved accessibility and greater security for our church, 
a new locking system and door opener for the rear door have been 
installed.  When entering the building, a slight pull on the door 
handle will open the door, and it will close automatically behind 
you.  Push button activators have also been installed to aide in both 
entering and exiting the building.

Thank You
Ben West!

for your many years of 
caring for the creche, 
cross, clock and all the 

other behind the scenes 
work that you do!

Please contact Chas Gross if interested



Message from the Re-opening Team
2/25/22
 
Our ReOpening Team met today to discuss the latest news and information about mask mandates.
 

As you are probably aware, the schools in Ellington have gone to "masks optional" for everyone and the 
school mask mandate is being lifted by the State of Connecticut on Monday, February 28, 2022.  Other 
churches in the area also plan to go to "masks optional" in March.
 

The Ellington Congregational Church ReOpening Team policy has been to make decisions with an 
abundance of caution, so masks were required in the sanctuary for all, and we closed the Social Room 
during the last surge of covid, even though the State of CT had lifted their mask mandate for businesses 
and organizations. 
 

We were also sensitive to young families and children who could not be vaccinated.  As the numbers 
are dropping, the school and daycare mask mandate in CT will be lifted at the end of February and we 
are aware that some other churches are also choosing "masks optional," effective March 1, 2022, 
Ellington Congregational Church will also be "masks optional."  Our Senior Choir will be wearing 
masks until Easter.  Any person or group may choose to continue to wear masks and are welcome to do 
so.
 

Further, the Social Room and Kitchen are open again for use and Fellowship Hour will begin again on 
Sunday, March 6, 2022.
 

Wearing masks or not is now a personal responsibility and personal choice.  
 

The ReOpening Team will be meeting on an "as needed" basis as determined by our Chair, Chas. 

Blessings,
Sharon McLaughlin

Please visit 
www.eccucc.org to 
sign up online, or 

contact Cassie
Soucy.

With Fellowship Hour returning, we've created an online sign up form for help in supporting 
this important ministry. There are 2 slots each week for servers, and 2 slots for bakers. Please 
consider helping out on a few Sundays during the year! The openings start in March - we will 
notify you in advance if fellowship hour is cancelled.

PRAYER GROUP & PRAYER CIRCLE
The Prayer Group prays at home for one hour every 
Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. for people in need. If you need 
prayers for someone or would like to be included in the 
Prayer Circle, please let Dottie Marshall, Pastor Joanne know 
or email the church office: OfficeAdmin@eccucc.org



Judges needed: 3 each for chili and brownies!
Contact Lee Carman to volunteer!

christianed@eccucc.org

Chili Cook-off & 
Brownie Bake-off

March 20th - 11:30 in the Social Room 
(snowdate: 3/27)

This fundraiser will help ECC’s youth travel to Blue Knob, PA for their 
2022 Mission Trip with TEAMeffort!

Contact Lee Carman for more information: christianed@eccucc.org 

Registration fee:  $10 per entry
Tastings: $5 per person
Water will be provided
Chips and soft drinks will be available for sale

Sign up in the Narthex after Sunday services

Cast your vote for People’s Choice by dropping dollar bills 
in the collection can for your favorite entries!

Entering a Chili?
*Bring a slow cooker of your entry 
along with a serving utensil. Portion 
cups and spoons provided.

*Plug in to power strip at set-up tables.

*Bring any toppings (optional) that 
you’d like to provide for tasters and 
judges. Ex: cheese, sour cream, 
crackers)

*Be present to serve to tasters and 
clean-up your offerings when done.

Entering
Brownies?

*Bring a tray with cut-up 
portions of your entry.



Livestreaming worship 
services started February 
27th

ECC livestreams and records 
each worship service.  If you do 
not wish to be filmed, we 
request that you sit in any of the 
last 4 rows on the left or right 
side of the sanctuary.  Please ask 
the ushers if you need 
assistance.

Children will not be within the 
camera’s view for Children’s
Messages or as they leave the 
sanctuary for church school.

If your child participates in the 
church service (lighting candles, 
Children’s Sunday, Christmas 
pageant, or children’s music 
groups) they will be filmed.  
Please contact Lee Carman or 
Julie LaRocca if you have 
questions.

Masks for church school and 
youth groups:

All faith formation activities 
will follow the mask 

requirements of the Ellington 
Public school system. Updates 
will be shared regularly with 

registered families.The Board of Christian Education is 
giving each family registered in the 

church school program a 6-part 
Lenten Prayer Box/Activity.



A virtual, interactive church school is offered via Zoom 9-9:45 am
In-person church school is offered during the 10 am worship service

2021-22 Church School offered two ways!
The Sunday morning church school program is for children 3 years through entering 5th grade. 
There will be 2 age groups: preschool – 2nd grade & 3rd – 5th grade.

Digital registration continues year round at https://forms.gle/wf7L5L2RRAmx32WL9

In the ever-changing landscape of the CoVid-19 pandemic, families need the ability to choose 
what works best for their households. This may change from one week to the next; that’s okay. 
Virtual classes will continue as long as families choose to participate. 

Families currently have 2 options to choose from each week:

In-person classes have returned to being held in the classrooms in the education wing. Currently 
snacks are not offered so that masks remain in place.
Children in both the virtual and in-person classes have had discussions and completed activities 
connected to the story of Mary & Martha, God’s love, and Valentine’s Day.

Youth in 6th – 8th grades meet twice a month on Sundays (4:30 – 6 pm). Youth recently played 
games and made no-sew fleece blankets.  Digital registration continues at 
https://forms.gle/kwx1mujmi6J9cUVPA                                                                                                                 

S.E.E.D. youth group: 
Students Encounter and 
Experience Discipleship

Youth in 9th – 12th grades meet most Sundays (6:30 – 8 pm). Youth recently played games 
including Live Action Hungry, Hungry Hippos and Hide ‘n Seek. Digital registration continues 
at https://forms.gle/iQ6BURWj2eUqFZbB9

T.E.L.O.S. youth group:  
Teens Experience Living Out the Story

Help T.E.L.O.S. raise money toward the 
cost of their 2022 Mission Trip!

Purchase gift cards to use for your 
everyday purchases at face value. 

T.E.L.O.S. receives a rebate from SCRIP.



Dear Women of ECC,

We are very hopeful that there will be changes and more activity at church as the covid numbers are trending 
downward (as of this writing, February 13, 2022).  

There are two pamphlets from the federal government available on the table outside of the church office 
about protecting your identity and cyber theft.  Please feel free to take one of each.  We had a presentation in
the fall about ways to help protect yourself from cyber theft, and the printed materials help support the 
presentation information.

The applications for the two $500 scholarships offered each year by Women’s Fellowship for higher education 
are due in the church office by May 1, 2022.  Please plan accordingly.  Late applications will not be accepted.  
There is a separate article in the Caller explaining how to apply.

We are ramping up plans for the 2022 Farmhouse Fair, which will be our 60th Annual Farmhouse Fair.  Watch 
for upcoming workshops and meetings.  We are prayerful that we will be indoors in 2022 and will be offering 
a full luncheon this year.  If you would like to get involved, or if you have a craft that you would like to share 
to help our Fair, please see Penny Gates.

We also ask that you consider prayerfully if a leadership role in Women’s Fellowship is something that you 
would be willing and able to do.   There are other roles available now on the Women’s Fellowship Executive 
Board, such as Women’s Fellowship Program Chair.  If you have interest in a leadership role, please see Penny 
Gates.

Our next Women’s Fellowship Executive Board Meeting is Friday, April 1, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. on Zoom.

Looking ahead, we have a few save-the-dates to put on your calendar.  April 23 is the celebration of Earth Day.  
The Ellington Women’s Club is holding another Fair on the Green on May 7, 2022.  

Blessings,

Penny Gates, Acting President

Women's Fellowship News
The Women’s Fellowship of the Ellington Congregational Church is open to all members and friends 

of the church. We encourage you to participate in our organization.

As the Board of Missions,
we exemplify a heart full of love, an ear 

ready to listen, and a hand willing to help.

MISSIONS is on a Mission
In a society that has you counting money, pounds, calories 
and steps, be a rebel and count your blessings instead.    

(Lisa Hickman)

Missions Mail: We received thank you's from 
Hawkwing, Ellington Human Services, HVCC, Crystal 
Lake and Hands on Hartford

We want to thank everyone who so graciously donated warm socks to the New Hope Shelter. Missions 
and New Hope staff were overwhelmed by your kindness. In this cold winter weather, "toasty toes are a 
must" and you made that possible for many from adults to kids.  Blessings to you all!!!
NEXT 5th Sunday, May 29. Stay tuned.

A NOTE FROM THE BOARD OF MISSIONS:  



Ellington Congregational Church
Women’s Fellowship Scholarship 

Application

Name
Address
Email address, if available
Phone number
Activities

School
Within the church
Within the community
Employment history, if any

An essay describing how being a 
member of Ellington Congregation 
Church has impacted your life and 
how you have impacted the church 
and your community
A copy of proof of acceptance to an 
accredited institution or a copy of 
current college transcript
A letter of reference from a member 
of Ellington Congregational Church

The ECC Women’s Fellowship is pleased 
to announce two $500.00 scholarships 
for 2022 are available to any member of 
the Ellington Congregational Church 
who is beginning or continuing their 
education at an accredited institution. 
This would include trade or technical 
institutions also. The scholarships are 
funded by the Women’s Fellowship.
 

The application should be typed in 
resume format and include the 
following:

 

Completed applications should be 
addressed to the Women’s Fellowship 
Scholarship Committee and mailed to 
PO Box 216 and to arrive on or before 
May 1 or submitted electronically to 
OfficeAdmin@eccucc.org
           

Application deadline is May 1, 2022
Late applications will not be accepted

Women’s Fellowship Scholarship 
Committee

(revised 02/2022)



Dottie Marshall
Gregory Gale
Dylan Ciesco
Emma Banks
Logan Terry
Tessa Cloukey
Rachael Akeley
Ellen Panagrosso
Courtney Binkowski
Kevin Byam
Lincoln Kozikowski

Jason Tautkus
Floyd Lackouskas
Leslie Ledoux
Elizabeth Leonard
Maureen Palmer-Lavoie
Sydney Gale
Katia Meyer
Michael Piotrowski
Elizabeth Leonard
Maureen Palmer-Lavoie
Sydney Gale

Katia Meyer
Michael Piotrowski
Cole Tierinni
Joan McCarthy
Jack Savage
Lesley Van Deventer
Bill Conley, Jr.
Cheryl Purnell
Eric Dinse
Matthew Dinse

Due to concerns about identity theft, we will no longer be sharing the exact date of birthdays. 
There were no anniversaries in our records for March members.

MISSIONS BIRTHDAY BAG PROJECT

Such as: Party Bag, cake mix & frosting, party themed: paper 
plates; paper napkins; paper/plastic tablecloth; plastic cutlery; 
candles. Optional: party hats and some decorations. 

Celebrate Your Birthday
By Helping Someone Else Celebrate Theirs! 

I have not sent out a “Most Needed Items” for the Cornerstone Food 
Cupboard in a few months.  The good news is that the donations we 
received during the holiday season were most generous and we were 
well stocked.  But, as usual, donations decrease after the holidays, 
and thus I am sending the attached list of items we most need at this 
time.
 

Many of our donors know that we can obtain most of the basic 
nonperishable food items from Connecticut Foodshare at no cost 
and from the bags of food that ShopRite sells for us.  That is why you 
do not see items such as canned vegetables, pasta, cereal, macaroni 
and cheese, tune, and peanut butter on our list.
 

We can receive donations on Monday, Tuesday, Friday, and 
Saturday mornings at the Cupboard or donations can be dropped off 
at the Cornerstone Soup Kitchen at 15 Prospect Street.

Thank you for supporting our efforts to provide food assistance to 
the over 376 families representing over 970 individuals who are 
currently registered for our assistance.

Letter from Lee Hay, Cornerstone Food Pantry Director

Canned condensed soup,
Campbell soup size (10-11 oz.)

Rice side dishes such as Rice-a-
Roni or Knorr pouches

Hamburger Helper

Pouches of instant potatoes

Ramen noodles

Canned beans, medium size
cans (15-16 oz.)

 Salad dressings, small bottles
(8 oz.)

March Most Needed Items



March 2 
Ash Wed

March 6 March 13 March 20 March 27

Lay 
Reader

Wade 
Overgaard

Alice 
Sprowles

Cassie Miller Jol Sprowles

Deacons 
on Duty

Alice Sprowles
Marcia Hesse

Beth Tautkus, 
Joann Scott, 

Matt Mangold, 
Brian Wright

Dave 
Feindel

Andrew 
Koehnke

Dottie 
Marshall

Ushers Cassie Miller
Cassie Miller, 

Dottie 
Marshall

Ingrid 
Royle, 
Mary 

Iovine 

Bill Senk,
 Jol Sprowles

Mary Iovine, 
BJ Aldrich

Service People on Active Duty
The following list contains people called to
active duty. Please keep them and their
families in your prayers. If you know of
someone who should be on this list (or have a
correction or need to be removed), please
contact the church office at 860-871-6606 or
OfficeAdmin@eccucc.org . Thank you.

143rd Regional Support Group CT Army National Guard
250th Engineering Battalion Army National Guard

Full Name  Submitted by Full Name  Submitted by 
Allysson Belval
Bill McDonald
Chelsea Hinton     Jay Walpole
Chris Perrett        Moriah Nutt
Chris Saucier
Curtis Hany       Patti & Mark Hany
Damon Matus
David Johnson       Karen & Aaron Johnson
Del Plato
Drew Blunt
Dylan LaMothe      Joan McCarthy
Eric
Ethan Parlante       Carolyn Ladd
Evan Peterson
Frankie Valentin    Lucie Parisi
Gary Feldman, Jr
Greg Fearnley

Ian Rivers
Jessica Lannan
Matthew McAllister  Bill & Jill McAllister
Jim
Jon Sanchez       Dawn Stone      
Josh Long       Karen McCarthy
Josh Smidge
Justyn Manning       Dawn Stone
Larry Oliver
Lewis Hursh
Matt Boulem       Banks Family
Nick Audette       Dawn & Basil Stone
Nicole Walsh
Sean Belmont       George & Marty Nickerson
Thomas Allen        Lucie Parisi
Tim Moynihan       Victoria Liegl
Zach Hazzard        Jon Allen

GATEKEEPERS - MARCH 2022

mailto:OfficeAdmin@eccucc.org
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Please e-mail outreach@eccucc.org. Thank you. New home? Phone? E-mail? 

Mission Statement 

Ellington Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

To be a dynamic and nurturing community 

called by God's grace 

to know Christ and make Him known 

through worship, love, and service. 

ECC Contact Information 

860-871-6606 www.eccucc.org

Adopted September 15, 2019 

Church Office hours are reduced at this time. Please leave a phone message 
if you need to speak with someone and we will return your call. 

Location/Shipping Address Pastoral Emergencies, 
72 Main Street concerns or prayer requests, 

Mailing Address call Pastor Joanne at 860-872-
P.O. Box 216, 9222. 
Ellington, CT 06029-0216 

Fax 860-871-5932 

WIFI for Sanctuary and Social 
Room: ECCwifil 
pass: 2019churchECC! 

The 24/7 church answering 
machine provides 
instructions for urgent call 
service . 

christianed@eccucc.org 
Lee Carman, Youth & Children 
Faith Formation Director 

musicdirector@eccucc.org 
Juliane :Julie' LaRocca, 
Director of Music 

outreach@eccucc.org 
Jill McAllister, Outreach & 
Media Coordinator/ Website 

PLEASE NOTE THE NEW CHURCH OFFICE EMAIL: 

OfficeAdmin@eccucc.org


	The Church Caller March 2022.pdf
	address page.pdf



