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I noticed something this year in the Transfiguration readings that I had never noticed in other 

years. When Moses comes down the mountain from his 40-day talk with God, the people are 

afraid to come near him until he puts on a face covering. 

 

Huh. That sounds vaguely familiar! I don’t know about you, but I am getting so tired of wearing 

face coverings. The biggest thing is not being able to see reactions on other people’s faces.  

 

It reminds me of a time in church. A young boy was sitting near the front with his parents. He 

was being very good and at one point stood up on the pew facing the back. All of a sudden, I 

started noticing smiles creeping across people’s faces. All this little boy did was smile at the 

people and they couldn’t help but smile back. It changed the whole room. I couldn’t help but 

feel the love in that room. All caused by one little boy who saw a group of serious looking 

people who needed to smile. It was truly a “God moment”, as they say.  

 

Perhaps you have seen a video where a man on a busy train is watching something he finds 

funny. He starts to chuckle. Then he begins to laugh. His laugh gets louder and stronger. People 

start looking up from their devices and newspapers and before long someone else laughs. And 

then another. In a very short period of time, this train full of quiet individuals, minding their 

own business, transforms into a joy filled train of people coming together and sharing a good 

laugh. 

 

I miss that. Smiling at someone as I walk in a mall and having them smile back. Being able to 

read facial expressions. Masks make it difficult to catch the innuendos of speech.  They make it 

difficult to hear each word sometimes. Even here in church we suffer through wearing masks. 

We even have to wear them to sing and that just feels wrong. I want to be able to worship God 

loudly and clearly, not hindered by a mask. 

 

Masks mask what is really going on underneath them. In English, we talk about masking our 

emotions, masking our true feelings. Masks can help us present a different persona. We stop 

being real people but just people behind a mask. The hardest is thinking of all of those workers 

in care homes having to wear masks. The residents there need the love and care that is best 

shown with bare faces. 

 

But to truly love others, we must protect them. And masks do just that. Moses put on a mask to 

prevent the people from being afraid of him. He had to hide the true glory of God that shone 

from deep within him. He protected them from the blinding brilliance of his own face. 
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Jesus, too, shone with the Glory of God up on a mountain and Peter, John and James were 

blessed enough to witness it. But they too were terrified at witnessing this wonder.  

 

But the glow was a wonderful thing and the people of Moses and also Peter, James and John, 

were all changed through witnessing it. 

 

As Christians, we too can glow with the Glory of God. As the story of the young boy showed, 

simple smile can convey so much to another person. It can convey acceptance and love. It can 

provide the opening to a conversation by allowing the person to trust. 

 

As we spend time in proximity to God, we begin to glow. Proximity to God molds us and forms 

us into people who more fully understand who God is and what God offers. His love is reflected 

through us and that makes us shine. 

 

There is great joy in being close to God. It will call us and sustain us. As we spend time in God’s 

presence, we learn how to love our neighbour. We develop kindness and mercy and 

compassion. We begin to see ways we can help others and we begin to do it. 

 

Social media has many examples of people “doing the right thing”. Big stars donate fortunes to 

needy children or medical causes. And it helps them gain even more popularity. 

 

Amazon founder and CEO Jeff Bezos made the single-largest charitable contribution in 2020, 

according to The Chronicle of Philanthropy's annual list of top donations — a $10 billion gift 

aimed at fighting climate change. 

 

And do you know what happened? He got even richer. In fact, what he donated is less than he 

earns in one day. Bezos is very public when he makes donations. He does it for the splash and 

the recognition. 

 

When Jesus tells us to love our neighbour, as we spend time in God’s presence and get to know 

God better, we learn that “doing the right thing” takes on new meaning. As Christians, we do 

the right thing because we have experienced God doing the right thing. We have come to know 

God and have experienced God’s love and acceptance. 

 

Even when we don’t deserve it. Especially when we don’t deserve it. Even when it doesn’t 

benefit God as much as it benefits us.  
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God doesn’t need anything we have to offer. God is not a charity looking for handouts. But God 

does want anything we can give. Five minutes going through one of the lessons in the Lent-in-a-

Bag. Ten minutes reading scripture. A quick prayer as we travel to work or the store. Whatever 

we have to offer, God is thrilled to receive. God yearns to be closer to us. God loves spending 

time with us. And God offers a great return on our investment. The more we invest in God, the 

more we give, the better the return. 

 

Oh, we probably will never make billions of dollars a day like Jeff Bezos. But we can invest in a 

much better fund. We can invest in ourselves by investing in God. It may not make us rich or 

famous. We may not make the six o’clock news.  

 

But we will glow with the reflected love of God. We will show others what it is like to love God 

and to serve God. We will point to God. That mask will come off and people will see who we 

really are, even when we wear a paper mask. 

 

Don’t be afraid. Come closer. Enter the presence of God. God is waiting just for you. And God is 

smiling. 

 


