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I grew up in a church where there was a great desire to live our lives in line with God’s 
will, and a great fear that we would miss God’s plan A and end up with plan B. 
 
And it seemed to make sense.  I mean every Jesus follower wants to know God’s will 
for their life.  And we want to follow it.  But everyone who has been following Jesus for 
any period of time is well aware that they don’t follow God’s will all the time. 
 
So what happens when we miss the mark?  Maybe it’s something like a major life 
decision, who do we marry, where do we go to school, what job do we take.  What 
happens when you make a mistake?  Or maybe you felt God’s leading towards ministry 
and you walked the other way.  Or maybe there is someone in your life that you know 
you should talk to about Christ, but you’ve been afraid and remained silent.  Or maybe 
you’ve got some sin crouching in the corner that keeps creeping up. 
 
What happens to plan-A when we don’t follow God’s will for our life? 
… 
If you are new with us today we have been walking through the Gospel of Mark and we 
are now in the last few days of Jesus’ life leading up to His crucifixion.  So if you’ve got 
a Bible please open it up to Mark 14.  We are mostly going to be between verses 66 
and 72, but in order to get the story we need to look back a bit so I’m going to pick it up 
in verse 29.  Would you stand with me?  Hear now the word of the Lord: 
 
[Read Mark 14:29-31; 53-54; 66-72] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
So in Mark 14 everything is coming to a climax and we watch contrasting pictures clash.  
So we saw the generosity of the woman with the oil contrasted with the stinginess of the 
disciples.  We watched Jesus strain to pray while His closest friends slept.  And now we 
get Peter’s witness compared and contrasted with both Judas and Jesus.  And Mark 
weaves all these climaxing stories together to ask us a question. 
 
And the question Mark asks us is: “Do you have what it takes to be a faithful witness to 
Jesus?  Will you be a woman or man who stands up against injustice and courageously 
lives for what is right and true?  Or will you cave?”  And the answer is “You are going to 
cave.”  And we could end there except that Peter’s story turns out to be good news. 
 
So we are going to look at two things today.  First, we are going to see Peter’s failure as 
a witness.  And then we are going to see how Peter gets healed and restored and his 
witness gets redeemed.  But the failure comes first. 
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So back in verse 29 we are just leaving the Lord’s Supper and heading to Gethsemane 
and Jesus predicts the desertion of all His disciples.1  And if you imagine you were there 
it would not be a happy moment.   
 
All the disciples loved Jesus.  And they had just shared an intimate meal together.  John 
has laid back on Jesus’ breast.  And Jesus told them about how His body was going to 
be broken and His blood shed for them.  And then Jesus, very discouragingly says “All 
of you are going to run away.”  And nobody likes what Jesus has said, but only Peter 
has the guts to contradict.  And so he retorts: 

Even if everyone else deserts You, I never will…. Even if I have to die with You, I will never 

deny You!” (Mark 14:29-31) 

 
Peter looks around at the 10 disciples left – Judas is gone – and he is certain he is a cut 
above.  And it’s around 7pm Thursday night when Peter makes his pledge.  And then 
they do the Garden for a couple hours – and that doesn’t go well.  And then Judas 
shows up with the kiss and someone loses an ear – that really doesn’t go well.  And it’s 
around 9pm when Jesus is arrested and brought back to Caiaphas’ house and all the 
other disciples except Peter did run away.  So verse 54 says: 

They took Jesus to the high priest’s home….  Meanwhile, Peter followed Him at a distance 

and went right into the high priest’s courtyard. There he sat with the guards, warming 

himself by the fire. (Mark 14:53-54) 
 
Now give a little respect here.  Peter’s at a distance, but it’s not a safe distance.  If he 
gets this wrong he’s going to die.  But Peter loves Jesus and he just swore he was a cut 
above and I imagine all this was sitting pretty heavy in Peter’s throat.  So Peter shows 
up.  Way to go Pete! 
… 
Unfortunately, things aren’t getting better and Peter’s run out of plan.  Like how did he 
imagine this was going to play out?  I mean he’s hanging out at the high priest’s house 
at 10pm.  Its just the soldiers who arrested Jesus, the high priest’s staff and this one 
random guy hanging out by the fire.  And so some servant girl asks him “Aren’t you with 
Jesus?”  And Peter’s like “Nope.  Don’t know the guy.” 
 
Right…  But have you been there?  Have you ever been caught speaking words 
everyone else knows are a lie?  Have you been caught claiming integrity in a place 
where the only person fooled is you?  Dig up stupid!   
 
Unfortunately, Peter hasn’t gotten the memo before he gets questioned again: “There 
are two people in this room who sound like rednecks from Newfoundland and everyone 
else is from Vancouver.  One of them is over there getting beaten and you’re the other 
guy.  You really don’t know who He is?” 
 
“No.  Strange coincidence, right?  I’m just hanging out.” 
 

 
1 Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/witness-5469/ (Accessed February 22,2022) 

https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/witness-5469/
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And it’s when he gets questioned for the third time that we get verse 71: 

Peter swore, “A curse on me if I’m lying—I don’t know this man you’re talking about!” 

(Mark 14:71) 
 
Peter starts cursing.  Now cursing in Canada means dropping F-bombs or saying “cross 
my heart and hope to die, poke a needle in my eye.  I swear I’m not with Jesus.”  And 
Peter does this because he realizes there is no desire for justice here, this trial is a 
witch hunt, and Peter smells like witch.  Or more accurately sounds like witch – Peter’s 
got the Galilean accent.  So there is a really good chance they are going to kill him too.  
That’s why he curses. 
 
But the English translations have softened what Peter says here.  The Greek word is 
“anathema” which has a very different meaning than the English word “swear.”   
 
“Anathema” is the way you expresses the most severe and utter disgust possible 
towards someone you hate.  And the thing with this word is that it is always directed at 
someone.  But our text it doesn’t stipulate who.  So the NLT Bible supplies a subject: 
Peter says “A curse on me if I’m lying.”  But they added in the “on me” part.   
 
The problem is this doesn’t work with the verb tense.  In the Greek Peter is 
anathemaing someone else.  So who would Peter be calling down curses on to prove 
he isn’t one of Jesus’ disciples?  Peter isn’t cursing himself, he is cursing Jesus!  
 
So the way you spell “failure” as a Jesus-follower is P-e-t-e-r.  This is just as bad as 
Judas’ kiss.  It’s a disgusting denial of One who has been utterly faithful and loving.   
And as soon as the vulgarity has vomited out of Peter’s mouth the rooster crows and 
Peter breaks down and weeps. 
… 
Now take a step back.  Mark’s telling us this story on purpose.  The Gospel is about 
Jesus, but he’s written Peter into it in a way that we are supposed to relate.  When you 
read Mark the invitation is to climb into Peter’s shoes. You are Peter in the story. 
 
And guess what the point is?  It’s that all of us have failed to be faithful witnesses of 
Jesus.  All of us have gone astray.  Each of us have done this in our own way, but 
everyone has failed to bear witness to Christ.   
 
It’s like every day we are on trial.  And the question is “are you going to point people to 
Jesus?  Are you going to live for His glory?  Or are you going to make yourself God in 
your life and walk the other way?”  And we have all chosen the latter. 
 
So we’ve been in relationship with someone and known the right way to treat them – it’s 
not like it’s a mystery – but in spite of the clarity we’ve chosen selfishness instead of 
self-denial.  Or we’ve been put on the spot and had the option of telling the truth or 
bending it in our favor, and we’ve lied.  Or it’s come down to whether we will live in 
holiness or indulge the lusts of our flesh and lust has seemed pretty good.   
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Or we have been placed in relationships with people who need Jesus but out of fear of 
losing the relationship we’ve kept our mouths closed. 
 
When we’ve been called to the stand to be faithful witnesses we’ve called down curses 
instead; we’ve disassociated ourselves from Jesus rather than live like He wants.  
That’s Peter’s story and that is our story.  But the story doesn’t end there. 
… 
So Peter is a failure, but next the text shows us that Peter gets healed and restored.   
 
So Mark was a disciple of Peter.  And knowing this, it doesn’t surprize us that when you 
compare Mark to Matthew, Luke or John, Peter shows up in Mark more than in any of 
the other three.  In fact while Peter doesn’t say something in every story, it’s possible 
that he was present in every story in Mark.  And that’s because Mark is Peter’s account 
of Jesus. 
 
So Peter’s telling this story.  But in our text today Peter paints a pretty miserable picture 
of himself.  He’s calling down curses on Jesus.  He’s a failure.  But the fact that he’s 
telling the story implies something happened next.  Failure doesn’t get the last word. 
 
And here’s the contrast with Judas.  Judas’ story ends in chapter 14.  He throws Jesus 
under the bus and then in a self-righteous attempt to handle his guilt on his own he 
throws himself under the bus too.  And that’s the end.  Peter, on the other hand, starts 
out exactly the same way.  He too throws Jesus under the bus.  His denial is just as bad 
as Judas’ betrayal.  But Peter’s story doesn’t end there.  Peter goes on to become the 
head of Jesus church.  And so we ask, “how come failure ends Judas but not Peter?”   
 
And the answer is forgiveness.  Peter fails just as hard as Judas but gets redeemed.  
And the fact that Peter is telling this story is the evidence it happened. 
 
You see no one else could tell this story.  All the other disciples ran away.  And even if 
the servant girl or one of the soldiers leaked Peter’s story nobody in the church would 
have written it down – Peter’s disciple Mark sure wouldn’t recorded it. 
 
Just think about it, Peter was the number one Apostle of the early church.  He was the 
big guy.  And he lived in a shame and honour culture like we spoke about a couple 
weeks back.  And in a shame culture leaders have to be strong to be respected.  So 
nobody would say “the guy I look up to as a spiritual father was calling down curses on 
Jesus.”  Nobody other than Peter could ever tell this story.  
 
So why does Peter tell it?  The reason he tells it is because he realized his story was 
the gospel.  Peter’s story is that Jesus saved someone who thought he was a big deal 
but proved to be just as bad as everyone else.  And Jesus saved him and forgave him 
and restored him.  Peter’s story is that Jesus is the Redeemer and Restorer of broken 
things.  Peter’s story introduces a new culture to humanity – a grace culture. 
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And we see this beginning to work out a few days later from the Gospel of John.  So 
John tells after Easter Peter and the other disciples were fishing and Jesus showed up 
on the shore.  And there was a fire and 153 fish and Jesus was cooking breakfast.  And 
in that moment Jesus brought Peter back to his failure. 
 
Three times Jesus asked: 

 “Simon son of John, do you love Me more than these?” (John 21:15) 
 
“Do you still think you are better than everyone else Peter?”  And three times Peter 
responded, “I do love You.”  But that’s where he leaves it.  Peter’s sinful pride is broken.  
He knows he needs a Saviour just as much as everyone else. 
 
And then Jesus does something amazing.  Three times He responds to Peter’s humble 
repentance with a commission to feed His sheep.  Jesus gives the failure a future. 
 
Now that’s a mind job!  Nobody else would do this.  Nobody would choose the biggest 
failure to be the biggest leader.  But in Christianity this is how things work.  In another 
place Jesus says “the one who is forgiven much loves much.  But the one who has 
been forgiven only a little, loves little.”2   
 
The gospel is that Jesus saves sinners.  And so, because Peter was the biggest failure 
he gets to be the biggest leader.  Because he fell the farthest Jesus raised him up the 
highest.  Peter tells his story because in it Jesus is the hero of redemption and grace. 
… 
But hold on a second.  Does this mean failure to be a good witness for Christ is good? 
… 
Let’s rewind and play this out a different way.  So Jesus says “All of you are going to fall 
away.”  And Peter replies “The rest of these chowder heads might do that, but not me.  
Even if they kill me, I’ll never deny You.” 
 
And then everyone runs away except Peter who warms himself by the fire.  And then 
the girl comes up and says “Hey, aren’t you one of Jesus’ disciples?” 
 
And then imagine Peter says “Yes I am!  I belong to Him.  And I’ve bought into His 
mission.  He’s my Messiah, and I will follow Him to the grave or die trying.” 
 
What happens next?  Well, this is an execution of Messiahs and Rome is not short on 
crosses.  So Peter would get strung up right beside Jesus and that would be the end.  
He’d have a more glorious end than Judas, but his story would end in chapter 14 and he 
would not become the leader of Jesus’ church.  Right?  Isn’t that what would happen? 
 
Wow!  Good thing Peter dropped the ball!  Plan-B turned out pretty good!   
… 

 
2 Luke 7:47 
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No.  It is not good that Peter denied Christ.  And it is not good when we fail to bear 
witness to Christ in word or deed.  But also Peter the leader was not Jesus’ plan-B.  And 
here is where we come back to God’s will for our lives?  What does He want from us? 
… 
Well God actually has two wills for us but they aren’t “Plan-A and Plan-B.”  God’s two 
wills for you are His will of desire and His will of decree. 
 
So God’s will of desire is what He wants for you and from you.  And that is for you to live 
a faithful life bearing witness to Christ.  That’s God’s will for your life.  Your job is to 
shine Jesus’ light into every situation you find yourself in.   
 
So if you are a student then God’s will is that you look like Jesus at school.  So you 
study hard – sure, but that’s just being a good person.  Next you look for opportunities 
to make it know that you stand for Jesus in spite of the fact that our education system is 
incredibly anti-Christ.  Jesus wants you to be the light of the university.   
 
If you are an employee or a boss then God’s will is that you show up at work looking like 
Jesus.  So your conversation and the way you treat the people around you is the way 
Jesus would treat those people.  And you look for opportunities to draw your co-workers 
towards Christ.  That’s God’s will for you. 
 
And if you are a spouse or a child or a parent or a friend then God’s will for your life is 
that you bring Jesus into those relationships.  So you die to yourself and your desires 
and you serve the people around you just like Jesus serves the church.  You want to 
know what God’s will is for your life?  That’s it.  God wants you to look like Jesus. 
 
But here’s the thing about God’s will of desire, He allows us to thwart it.  God doesn’t 
always get what He wants from you does He?  So what happens when we sin – what 
happens when we substitute ourselves for God and decide to live by our standards 
instead of His? 
 
The answer is we miss out but His kingdom doesn’t suffer.  So each of us have a deep 
hunger to live lives of meaning.  And that is what we are seeking every time we sin.  We 
sin to get more money or more respect or more pleasure.  We do things our way 
because we believe we are going to satisfy this hunger in our hearts, but all that 
happens is we end up missing out on the increase of Jesus’ kingdom.   
 
And this is what happens to Judas.   He missed out but Jesus’ kingdom didn’t miss a 
beat.  In fact Jesus’ death was God’s Plan-A, and Judas played into it.  And that’s 
because God has a second will – His will of decree.  And this will cannot be thwarted.   
 
And God’s will of decree is where He works out His good news – His plan for the 
salvation of humanity.  And here’s what this means: no matter how bad you’ve failed 
you haven’t gone too far to be redeemed.  At the betrayal, at the denial neither Peter or 
Judas had gone too far to be redeemed, but our actions have consequences.  And so 
the question is will we plunge our failure into Jesus’ grace or cover it ourselves?   
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You see God’s will of decree means it’s going to work out for God’s Plan-A either way.  
His kingdom never misses a beat.  But we get the choice of whether we will participate 
with Him in its advance, or whether we will miss out.  And this is where Judas’ and 
Peter’s stories separate.  Friends don’t get this wrong. 
 
So here is Peter’s story in a nutshell – the story Peter tells.  Both Peter and Jesus were 
on trial.  And the question was would they be faithful witnesses to the Truth.  And Peter 
was charged with something that was true – he was a Jesus follower.  And Jesus was 
charged with something false – He wasn’t trying to destroy the temple. 
 
When Peter was questioned, he lied and got off.  But when Jesus told the truth, He was 
charged and crucified.  Peter substituted Himself for Jesus and attempted to work out 
his situation his own way.  But Jesus substituted Himself for Peter and paid the price. 
 
And the beautiful thing about Peter – the only thing that separates him from Judas – is 
that when he fell he fixed his eyes on Jesus.  Peter plunged his failure into Jesus’ grace 
and the result was redemption, forgiveness, and the opportunity to once again 
participate in the increase of Jesus’ kingdom. 
 
And friends this is the difference between Plan-A and Plan-B.  It’s not about whether we 
do everything right or not – you haven’t done everything right!  But the difference 
depends on whether you will plunge your failure into Jesus’ grace or try to cover it 
yourself.  
 
Now, no matter what you choose Jesus’ kingdom will not suffer – it’s always Plan-A for 
Jesus.  But Judas misses out, and so can we.  But that’s not what God wants for you. 
 
And so here’s the gospel: if you will take your failure to Jesus and throw yourself at His 
grace there is no such thing as Plan-B.  There are consequences, but Jesus will keep 
redeeming and restoring and inviting us to participate in His kingdom as long as we 
keep receiving His forgiveness and allowing our hearts to be redeemed.  And the thing 
with Jesus is that redemption is Plan-A – there is only a Plan-A. 
 
So repent like Peter.  Allow Jesus to cover your failure with His faithfulness and 
transform you into the witness He wants you to be.  Allow your story to be the gospel 
story.  Jesus’ good news is that He saves failures, and it always works out for our good 
and His glory.  So, will you embrace God’s will for your life? 


