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FIRST UNITED CHURCH 
16 William Street West, Waterloo, Ontario 
(519) 745-8487   www.firstunitedchurch.ca 

Building Relationships. Living God's Transforming Love. 
 

Sunday, February 27, 2022 
 
Prelude                                

WE ARE GATHERED FOR WORSHIP 
 
Land Acknowledgement     
 

Announcements      
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle   
 
 

Call to Worship         
One:   We start our journey at the base of your mountain, climbing to find the spark  

you light within us. We are clothed, as with a blinding light, O God. 
Another:  You transform us through your love and wisdom. 
One:   In the high places and the low, you are there, quietly and loudly proclaiming  
  your wisdom to us, O God, 
Another:  You transform us through your love and wisdom. 
One:   We find you there, and through us, your presence is revealed to those around us, 
   whom we invite to stay a while with you, O God. 
Another:  You transform us through your love and wisdom. 
One:   We meet your Son as a dazzling presence, in the empty and crowded places, 
  and we will listen to him. 
Another:  You transform us through your love and wisdom. Amen. 

 
 

Opening Prayer     
Let us pray: 
We come before you today, each of us on our individual journey to  
the place of your wisdom. As a people of God, we welcome your presence among us. 
 
From the whisperings of your heart, we begin to better understand your ways as we 
transform our lives according to your will. 
 
Blind us, O God, as with a dazzling light, the light that is reflected in us and seen by  
others as the example of your wisdom among us. 
 
Through your love and wisdom, we witness the example to follow: your Son,  
embodiment of the Law and the Light. You are our wisdom, O God. Amen. 

  



Webpage: www.firstunitedchurch.ca  ~ Facebook: First United Church, Waterloo 2 

 
Opening Hymn Give to Us Laughter  (VU 624) 

1 Give to us laughter, O Source of our life. 
 Laughter can banish so much of our strife. 
 Laughter and love give us wholeness and health. 
 Laughter and love are the coin of true wealth. 
 
2 Give to us laughter as sign of deep joy; 
 let us in laughing find Christian employ, 
 joining with stars and with bright northern lights, 
 laughing and praising and sharing delights. 
 
3 Why do we worry that we will lose face? 
 Why act like king for the whole human race? 
 Often in family, and often with friend, 
 laughing at pride causes anguish to end. 
 
4 Even in sorrow and hours of grief, 
 laughter with tears brings most healing relief. 
 God, give us laughter, and God, give us peace, 
 joys of your presence among us increase. 

 
Introduction to Children's Time     
 

Children's Time 
 

Children's Prayer 
 

WE ARE INSPIRED BY SCRIPTRE, SERMON, AND SONG 
 

Illumination Hymn First-Born of Mary  (MV 110)   
 First-born of Mary, provocative preacher, 
 itinerant teacher, outsider’s choice; 
 Jesus inspires and disarms and confuses 
 whoever he chooses to hear his voice. 

 
Scripture: Luke: 9:28-36 (The Message)  

About eight days after saying Jesus said, "Anyone who intends to come with me has to let 
me lead them", he climbed the mountain to pray, taking Peter, John, and James along. While 
he was in prayer, the appearance of his face changed and his clothes became blinding white. 
At once two men were there talking with him. They turned out to be Moses and Elijah—and 
what a glorious appearance they made! They talked over his departure and what Jesus was 
about to complete in Jerusalem. 
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Meanwhile, Peter and those with him were slumped over in sleep. When they came to, 
rubbing their eyes, they saw Jesus in his glory and the two men standing with him. When 
Moses and Elijah had left, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, this is a great moment! Let’s build 
three memorials: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” Peter blurted this out 
without thinking. 

While he was babbling on like this, a light-radiant cloud enveloped them. They found 
themselves buried in the cloud and became deeply aware of God's presence. Then a voice 
was heard: “This is my Son, the Chosen! Listen to him.” 

When the sound of the voice died away, they saw Jesus there alone. They were speechless. 
And they continued speechless, said not one thing to anyone during those days of what they 
had seen. 

 May this scripture be fulfilled today in our hearing. Amen 

Sermon  Jesus and Wisdom, Teacher of Alternative Wisdom  The Rev. Rose Ann Vita 
 

Sermon Hymn  Come and Seek the Words of Wisdom  (MV 10)  
1. Come and seek the ways of Wisdom, 
 she who danced when earth was new. 
 Follow closely what she teaches, 
 for her words are right and true. 
 Wisdom clears the path to justice, 

showing us what love must do. 
  

2. Listen to the voice of Wisdom, 
crying in the market-place. 
Hear the Word made flesh among us, 
full of glory, truth, and grace. 
When the word takes root and ripens, 
peace and righteousness embrace. 
 

3. Sister Wisdom, come, assist us; 
nurture all who seek rebirth. 
Spirit guide and close companion, 
bring to light our sacred worth.  
Free us to become your people,  
holy friends of God and earth. 
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WE GIVE FROM WHAT WE HAVE RECEIVED 
 
Call for the Offering & Dedication     The Rev. Harry Disher   
 

A Prayer for Our Community       
 

WE GO BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING 
 

Sending Hymn  Deep in Our Hearts   (MV 154)  
1. Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common song; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common story, 
 telling Creation that we are one. 
 
2. Deep in our hearts there is a common purpose; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common goal; 
 deep in our hearts there is a sacred message, 
 justice and peace in harmony. 
 
3. Deep in our hearts there is a common longing; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common theme; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common current, 
 flowing to freedom like a stream. 
 
4. Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common song; 
 deep in our hearts there is a common story, 
 telling Creation that we are one. 

    
Blessing & Commission 
 
Response  Sent Out in Jesus' Name   (MV 212 - Sing twice)    

Sent out in Jesus’ name, our hands are ready now  
to make the world the place in which the kingdom comes. 
The angels cannot change a world of hurt and pain 
 into a world of love, of justice and of peace. 
The task is ours to do, to set it really free. 
O, help us to obey, and carry out your will. 

 
Reminder & Postlude  
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____________________________________ 
TODAY'S WORSHIP LEADERS 
Presiding and Preaching: The Rev. Rose Ann Vita, Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care 
Praying Minister and AGM Announcement: The Rev. Harry Disher, Intentional Interim Minister 
Music Ministries: Kathleen King Martin. Soloist: Cydney Morris 
Lectors: Dulcie and Douglas Facey 
AV Team: Harold Arnett, Matthew Savage, Greg Case 
 
CREDITS: (In order of appearance) 
Welcome: Background video - You Belong Here by Richard Rohr. Found on YouTube 
Opening Prayers: Written by Dulcie Facey 
Children's Time: A stop motion retelling of the classic Drew Daywalt book, The Day the Crayons 
Quit. Create by two 3rd graders during Mr. David's Stop Motion Class at Oregon Episcopal School in 
the fall 2015. 
A Prayer for Our Community: Nothing Stands Alone—A Prayer for Our Community by Richard Rohr. 
Found on YouTube 
Commission: We're Never Going Back purchased from WorshipHouse Media 
Postlude: Haydn: "Farewell" Symphony #45, IV. Finale | New Century Chamber Orchestra. Found on 
YouTube. 

 
 
 


