
February 20, 2022 

“And We’re Off!” 

Genesis 45:3-11, 15 

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 

Luke 6:27-38 

 And we’re off!  And for those of you who received a letter from Christ Church Gabriola 

last week, you will know that I am referencing the launching of the 2022 Stewardship Campaign. 

It may seem odd that a “guest” preacher is first at the post, and I assure you it is about me being 

available to Karen in a time of need rather than nosing in to co-opt the extraordinary effort she 

and others have put into facilitating this endeavour.  Indeed, it is telling that when I retired from 

full-time ministry I left behind for the next minister all my how-to stewardship books (eg “Holy 

Currencies” by Rev. Dr. Eric Law) and without regret.  Never again, was my thought, as in every 

pastoral charge I have been associated with the question of “resources” has been a constant 

theme.  I dreaded writing the minister’s annual stewardship letter.  I was always glad that the 

stewardship campaigns were well managed by a team that looked to me for nothing other than 

theological grounding, spiritual support, and sounding the horn at the starting gate.  

 Truth be told, I can do it, but I just don’t enjoy asking people for money.  I’m actually 

hopeless at it.  I am way better at encouraging people to discern their gifts and offer them in 

positive, life-giving ways.  With a good dose of magical thinking, I am apt to zone out during 

budget discussions, giving the bottom line a quick glance to make sure we are good for another 

year or so and avoiding the detail.  Hands off, I simply expect people to do the right thing and, 

hands on, to keep the thing going.  I can almost hear the sighs and feel the wincing from those of 

you with an accounting background and an eye for detail.  Ah well, the absolute saving grace in 

all this is that from my perspective and the general perspective of a stewardship campaign done 

right it isn’t all about the money.  It is about a ministry with a deep and profound purpose and 
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ground of being that attends to a quality for whole life rooted in radical gratitude and love of 

neighbour and attends to the biopsychosocial and spiritual wellbeing of all that is called into life 

by God.  Participating and feeling welcomed into a thriving ministry, from house church to mega 

church and everything in between, is about so much more than simply signing a cheque. 

 I don’t know how many of you watched the Winter Olympics on CBC (John and I stayed 

up way past our bedtime to enjoy the ride), but as with all TV broadcasts there are way too many 

commercials.  One receiving a lot of air time is an exchange between singers Elton John and Lil 

Nas X promoting a food delivery service.  In a paradoxical twist, the ad evokes memories of the 

mechanical rides outside K-Marts back in the day.  Climb on the horse or the rocket ship, put in 

your quarter, and back and forth and up and down you went.  Nas is happily riding his animated 

mechanical horse.  Elton, however, is at a standstill:  “Nas, spare a pound…you know bones, 

shilling, lolly.”  A disdainful look from Nas:  “You don’t look broke.”  Elton:  “My rocket is 

skint.”  Dinner is delivered, but left open is whether the one friend will provide the means to get 

the other going.  Will Nas ignore Elton’s plight, toss him a coin, or even get down off his horse 

to help him out?  A well-grounded ministry provides a theology and a testing ground from which 

to answer with a faithful response.  From my perspective it all comes down to Love. 

 Indeed, in thinking through things from a stewardship perspective, I came up with an 

acrostic:  LOVE.  Not particularly original, but absolutely essential to a Christian-based ministry:  

after all, “Love God; love your neighbour as yourself.”  In order for a ministry to follow these 

commandments and thrive there are essential elements found in LOVE.  L – lolly, O – outreach, 

V – vision, and E – energy (personal, collective and spiritual).  I am pretty sure someone else has 

thought of this before, but brought together into whole action the principals of LOVE enable a 

ministry to engage in transformative work …to offer boundless compassion…to make a 
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difference in a broken world.  I am a huge fan of writer Joyce Rupp, a member of the Servite 

order.  The last book of hers I bought is titled “Boundless Compassion.”  In it she quotes her dear 

friend and collaborator Macrina Wiederkehr:  “Love is a spiritual practice.  It doesn’t happen 

automatically.  We have to practice loving.”  Jiggle the letters of LOVE a bit and you can create 

VELOcity and the means and method for a life-giving and love-filled ministry:  Vision, Energy, 

Lolly, and Outreach.   

 The story of Joseph and how he manages the plight of his brothers as described in 

Genesis 45 actually describes the LOVE principle in faithful action.  Not an easy thing for 

Joseph when you think about how abominably he was treated by his brothers.  If you recall back 

in the story, Joseph, his father’s favourite, had received perks his brothers resented—most 

significantly a “Technicolour Dreamcoat” if you connect to the 1968 musical created by Tim 

Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber (in the 1990s Donny Osmond performed the role of Joseph 

2,000 times and starred as Joseph in the film adaptation).  In a fit of jealous rage, the brothers 

throw Joseph into a pit and leave him there to die (Genesis 37).  The oldest, Reuben, has second 

thoughts—"let’s pull him out of the pit and restore him to our father.”  Eying a passing caravan 

of Ishmaelite traders on their way to Egypt, Judah, the next in line, proposes another strategy—

"let’s sell him.”  And for the bartered price of 20 pieces of silver, Joseph is enslaved and Egypt-

bound.  When the brothers present their father with Joseph’s shredded coat dipped in the blood 

of a slaughtered goat and a sorry tale of a violent death, Jacob is heart-broken.  Never expecting 

to see Joseph again, the brothers think they have got away with it. 

 Jump now to Genesis 45 and today’s text, and we discover that in Spirit everything is 

connected.  A drought in the land of Canaan has caused such hardship to Jacob and his family he 

sends a coalition of Joseph’s brothers with sacks full of money and at great risk to Egypt to buy 
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grain so that “they might live not die.”  Meanwhile, with vision, faith, persistence and ability, 

Joseph has risen in Pharoah’s esteem and become his most trusted steward (aha…stewardship).  

The brothers present themselves before Pharoah’s steward, and plead their case.  Joseph toys 

with them a bit, not yet willing to reveal his identity while demonstrating to them the power he 

has to make or break their lives.  They of course have long put him out of their minds and do not 

recognize him as the brother they betrayed so long ago.  At the point where we enter the story, 

Joseph reveals his identity and they, understandably, are dismayed and horrified.  Feeling totally 

powerless before Joseph, they no doubt anticipate pay back or worse.   

 It turns out that despite all, Joseph has faith-based stewardship and reconciliation to heart.  

Despite all, he had stayed faithful—keeping his eye on God, and, in turn, God on him.  Enslaved 

in Egypt he proved himself to be a trusted and loyal servant first to Potiphar then to Pharaoh.  

Even while imprisoned he manifested such solid personal qualities that he is entrusted by the 

chief jailer to care for other prisoners.  As the Shema states in the Hebrew scriptures:  “You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.” 

(Deuteronomy 6:4-5).  Grounded in faith, Joseph felt bound to keep God’s commandments no 

matter the circumstances.  And what does God require of you? “but to do justice, and to love 

kindness, and to walk humbly with your God…” (Micah 6:8). 

 With the trust of Pharaoh and careful management of Egypt’s resources, Joseph was able 

to ensure resources enough to support the wellbeing of the people of Egypt and have enough to 

spare to reach out to help others.  Joseph could have dug in and held everything for the 

Egyptians, but he chose to act with radical generosity.  Joseph could have sent his brothers 

packing, but instead he is overwhelmed by love, immediately forgiving them and inviting them 

to go back home and return with their families and his father to settle in nearby Goshen.  Some 
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with a more vindictive nature might have considered things differently.  The hardship his 

brothers caused Joseph and his allegiance to Egypt could have easily made him consider them 

his enemies.  Joseph chose to love instead.  He chose to follow the way of God and reached out 

to help them, to sustain their lives, and to offer them a way forward to whole life.  Joseph had the 

faith, the means, and the power to reconcile and make new, and he chose the faithful way.   

 Fundamentally, Joseph held on to God’s sustaining vision, poured energy into 

transformative change, and dedicated resources enough to reach out and meet the needs of all.  

With effective stewardship he offered help where help was needed.  Sounds to me like the 

necessary ingredients for a successful Stewardship Campaign.  It isn’t enough to just ask for 

money with an eye on the bottom line.  To get something done and create with God the means 

for transformative change takes vision and attuning to God’s every hope for the world we live in.   

It requires purpose and a certain dynamism to identify that God’s will-be-done is our work, as a 

community of faith, to participate in.  Ultimately, it is by digging deep into our faith and 

nurturing spiritual awareness that we look beyond ourselves to reach out to others and address 

brokenness and suffering wherever and whenever we encounter it.  It is our ministry.   

 God in Christ is with us in this ministry.  Christ Church Gabriola, with a Strategic Plan 

and renewed Vision in place is well positioned to support God’s vision for this ministry.  I 

believe, as a community of faith, we have the energy and the spiritual acumen to seize the 

moment and act in ways that will bring about true difference through boundless Love.  The next 

few weeks will help us work out just how we will resource the vision to help make it come 

about.  And the best will come of it for we are not alone, God is with us, and every blessing 

received and given is our commitment to transformative love.  Be the LOVE and may our 

Stewardship Campaign give it VELOcity.  Amen.  


