
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 20th 2022 

The 7th Sunday after Epiphany 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
Church of St. John the Divine 
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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history and 
heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and 
to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are available 
to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. We continue to require masks and physical distance for 
any in-person gatherings and ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.  

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, is also live streamed and is accessible on Zoom.  
Sunday Evensong also takes place in person, and livestreamed on the church website and Facebook pages 
There is no need to pre-register to attend either service. 
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.  

Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9am-12 Noon. We are checking phone messages and 
answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for 
yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact: 
the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please stay 
and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 

Officiant: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum 
Reader: Muriel Ryan 
Safety Officer: Carol Denton 
Music:  The Choristers of St John the Divine; The MacRae Choral Scholars; Emily Markwart, Sutton Organ Scholar;  
David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 
Videographer: Karen Coverett 

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language about 
God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which 
elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding 
of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words 
and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Organ prelude 
Please stand at the entrance of the clergy. The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses  Music: Margaret Woodley 

 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 
Psalm    147:13-end 

13 For he hath made fast the bars of thy gates * and hath blessed thy children within 
thee. 
14 He maketh peace in thy borders * and filleth thee with the flour of wheat. 
15 He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth * and his word runneth very swiftly. 
16 He giveth snow like wool * and scattereth the hoar-frost like ashes. 
17 He casteth forth his ice like morsels * who is able to abide his frost? 
18 He sendeth out his word, and melteth them * he bloweth with his wind, and the 
waters flow. 
19 He sheweth his word unto Jacob * his statutes and ordinances unto Israel. 
20 He hath not dealt so with any nation * neither have the heathen knowledge of his 
laws. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

  



 4 

First Lesson    Genesis 1:1—2:3 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw 
that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light 
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
first day. 

And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.’ So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the 
dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let 
the dry land appear.’ And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, ‘Let the 
earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that 
bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And 
God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in 
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so. God made the two great 
lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 
stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the dome of the sky.’ So God created the great sea monsters and every 
living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged 
bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was so. God made the wild 
animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps 
upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth.’ 
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So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 
shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and 
to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given 
every green plant for food.’ And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and 
indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh 
day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the 
work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God 
rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 

Please stand. 

Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: James MacMillan (b. 1959) 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he 
hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his 
Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed 
strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He 
hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 
hath filled the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 
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Second Lesson Matthew 6:25-end 

‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And 
can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry 
about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet 
I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so 
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, 
“What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles 
who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well. 

‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s 
trouble is enough for today. 

Please stand. 

Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: MacMillan 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 
 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver 
us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

1st Collect, of the day: T.E.C. 
O LORD, who hast taught us that all our doings without charity are nothing worth: Send thy 
Holy Ghost and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of charity, the very bond of 
peace and of all virtues, without which whosoever liveth is counted dead before thee. Grant 
this for thine only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same 
Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

2nd Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give 

unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set 
to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our 
enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.  Amen. 

3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 

all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

Anthem    Text: Alfred Lord Tennyson (1809-1892).  Music: Hubert H. Parry (1848-1918). 

Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me! 
And may there be no moaning of the bar, 
When I put out to sea, 
But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound and foam, 
When that which drew from out the boundless deep 
Turns again home 

Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark! 
And may there be no sadness of farewell, 
When I embark; 
For tho' from out our bourne of Time and Place 
The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crost the bar. 

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 

Please stand to sing the hymn. 
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Hymn (CP 529) Text: J. Neander (1650-1680); tr. R. Seymour Bridges (1844-1930), alt.Tr. © OUP. All rights reserved.   

 Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. Tune: MICHAEL, Herbert Howells. 

God, my hope on you is founded;  
     you my faith and trust renew:  
through all change and chance you guide me,  
     only good and only true.  
          God unknown,  
          you alone  
     call my heart to be your own. 

Human pride and earthly glory,  
     sword and crown, betray our trust;  
though with care and toil we build them,  
     tower and temple fall to dust.  
          But your power,  
          hour by hour,  
     is my temple and my tower. 

Daily does the almighty Giver  
     bounteous gifts on us bestow;  
God’s desire for us delights us,  
     pleasure leads us where we go.  
          Here at hand,  
          love takes stand,  
     joy awaits God’s sure command. 

Please be seated. 

Sermon  

Please stand to sing the hymn, overleaf. 
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Hymn (CP 506) Text: Jan Struther (1901-1953). Music: SLANE, Irish traditional. 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,  
whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy,  
be there at our waking and give us, we pray,  
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,  
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,  
be there at our labours and give us, we pray,  
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,  
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,  
be there at our homing and give us, we pray  
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,  
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,  
be there at our sleeping and give us, we pray,  
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

The Blessing or Grace  

Organ Voluntary  

The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine  

(Diocese of British Columbia / Anglican Church of Canada) 

1611 Quadra Street Victoria BC  V8W 2L5     250.383.7169     

stjohnthedivine.bc.ca           facebook.com/musicSJD 


