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It was January of 1995, and I was in grade 9 with Mr. Rempel.  And the only thing I 
really remember about the year was that O.J. Simpson went on trial. 
 
Now if you are younger than me that name might not ring a bell, but if you are my age or 
older it will.  It was one of those events like 9/11 that in some ways brought the world 
together.  The People vs. O.J. Simpson was the most publicized criminal trial in history. 
 
Of course O.J’s wife and another man got murdered, and O.J. was the prime suspect.  
And when the general population was polled almost everyone thought he did it.  But 
O.J. was an NFL superstar, and the glove didn’t fit, and the evidence had been 
improperly logged and O.J had a dream team of lawyers.   
 
Well the trial went on for 8 months, and over 150 people took the stand to testify, but 
interestingly O.J. wasn’t one of them.  In 8 months, while everyone in North America 
was talking about him, O.J. said almost nothing. 
… 
Today we are back in Mark 14 so go ahead and grab your Bible.  We are going to be 
picking it up in verse 53.  And would you stand with me as we come before God’s word?  
Hear now the word of the Lord: 
 
[Read Mark 14:53-65] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
There is very little more dramatic than a trial where someone gets condemned to die.  
And that’s true when the goal of the trial is justice, as it usually is, but it’s even more true 
when justice isn’t the intent at all.  And that’s what we get here.   
 
But the real twist happens when Jesus takes the stand.  So we are going to see three 
things in the text today.  First, we see that Jesus is the Judge.  Second, we watch the 
Judge get judged.  And finally, we find that the Judge’s judgment empowers us to 
change.1  
 
First, Jesus is the Judge.  So we are at a trial, and Jesus starts out being the accused.  
The High Priest and the Sanhedrin are the judges and they were on a witch hunt – find 
any evidence at all that could put Jesus to death.  The problem is that Jesus hasn’t 
done anything wrong… ever.  So the best they can come up with is that He said He 
would destroy the temple.  But Jesus never said this.   
 

 
1 Outline adapted from Tim Keller  
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Now Jesus did say it would be destroyed – and it was, 40 years later.  But Jesus never 
said He would do it.  And because He didn’t say it, they couldn’t pin it on Him.  Mark 
says: 

“We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple…” But even then they didn’t get their 

stories straight! (Mark 14:57-58) 
 
And the fact the prosecution couldn’t find any witnesses to agree would have been 
incredibly frustrating because the legal requirement at that point was that the 
condemned had to be released.2 
 
But there was no way Jesus was getting released because justice was never the goal – 
and we see this from the beginning.  So Jewish law stated that you couldn’t sentence 
someone to die in the middle of the night – that just looked too fishy – and yet at this 
point in the story it was late Thursday night.  The whole thing was illegal from the 
beginning.  And so when the High Priest couldn’t find any witnesses he started 
questioning Jesus directly. 
 
Now at first this might not sound surprizing, but it is.  You see the reason O.J. never 
took the stand in 1995 was because American law just like Canadian law and Jewish 
law 2000 years ago does not permit the prosecution to force the accused to incriminate 
themself.  That’s a torture tactic, not a legal tactic.   
 
But the High Priest isn’t interested in justice, he wants blood and so he asks Jesus: 

 “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” (Mark 14:61) 
 
And when I first heard this question I thought he was asking “Do you think you are 
God?”  And Jesus responded: “I am the Son of Man” which doesn’t seem to be a ‘yes’ 
answer at all.  But the people didn’t care and shouted “blasphemy” anyway.  And it was 
all over.  Isn’t that what this looks like?   
 
Well it turns out this is completely opposite to what actually happens.  So what’s going 
on here? 
… 
Well the Jews were waiting for God’s Messiah to come.  And they knew he would be 
related to King David and they thought he would defeat the oppressive Romans. 
 
So what’s all the stuff about the Son of the Blessed One – the Son of God in other 
words?  Isn’t the High Priest asking Jesus if He’s God?   
 
The answer is no.  He isn’t asking this at all.  And the only reason we think this is 
because we are reading our own understanding back into the story.  We think of Jesus 
as the Son of God because He is the second person of the Trinity – Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit – God with skin on.   

 
2 https://www.famous-trials.com/jesustrial/1054-
sanhedrin#:~:text=Sanhedrin%20comes%20from%20the%20Greek,experts)%2C%20and%20lay%20elders. 
(Accessed February 18, 2022) 

https://www.famous-trials.com/jesustrial/1054-sanhedrin#:~:text=Sanhedrin%20comes%20from%20the%20Greek,experts)%2C%20and%20lay%20elders
https://www.famous-trials.com/jesustrial/1054-sanhedrin#:~:text=Sanhedrin%20comes%20from%20the%20Greek,experts)%2C%20and%20lay%20elders
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But this is not what Son of God meant to the High Priest.  In fact lots of people were 
called sons of God.  So judges were referred to as sons of god – because they passed 
judgment on people.  And angels were sons of God.  And righteous people in general 
were referred to this way because they were God followers.  And chief among the God 
followers was King David the son of God.  But nobody thought any of these people were 
divine.  They were just God followers. 
 
And of course the Messiah would be a God-follower too.  He would be a son of God.  
But the High priest doesn’t really care whether Jesus thinks he is a God follower.  The 
High Priest wants to know whether Jesus thinks of Himself as the Messiah. 
 
And the reason he wants to know this is because Rome was in the business of killing 
Jewish Messiahs.  Anyone who was going to rise up against Rome got squished – and 
there were lots of Messiah’s running around.  And this is what the High Priest is trying to 
pin on Jesus. 
 
But just like we saw last week with Judas, the High Priest has no idea what Jesus is 
about.  And Jesus’ response gives him way more than he bargained for.  Jesus says: 

“I AM. And you will see the Son of Man seated in the place of power at God’s right 

hand and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (Mark 14:62) 
 
So Jesus gets asked “Are you the Messiah who is going to defeat the Romans?”  And 
Jesus says three things that turn the heat way up.   
 
So one thing Jesus says is “You are going to see Me sitting in the place of power at 
God’s right hand.”  And this is a quote from Psalm 110 which says: 

The LORD said to my Lord,  

    “Sit in the place of honor at My right hand 

until I humble your enemies, 

    making them a footstool under your feet.” (Psalm 110:1) 
 
And everyone knew this was a Messianic prophecy.  So Jesus is saying “Yes, I’m the 
Messiah.”  But I’m not the Messiah you think.  And then He sandwiches His ‘Yes’ 
between two other claims about Himself that have nothing to do with what the High 
Priest has asked. 
 
So first He says: “I AM” which might just sound like Jesus is saying “Yes” but He’s not.  I 
AM is the Greek way to refer to the Hebrew name for God – YHWH – I AM THAT I AM.  
And second He refers to Himself as the “Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven.”   
 
Now this comes straight out of Daniel 7 and has nothing to do with the Messiah, this is 
God – every time God shows up in the Old Testament He is clothed in cloud.  
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And so what Jesus is saying is “You guys think you are the judges of this trial but you 
have no idea what’s going on.  No matter what happens here today I AM YHWH and 
you are going to stand before Me on Judgment Day.”  I AM the Judge.  And when Jesus 
says this the room blows up because everyone knows this is what Jesus is saying: 

Then the high priest tore his clothing to show his horror and said, “Why do we need 

other witnesses? You have all heard His blasphemy. What is your verdict?” 

“Guilty!” they all cried. “He deserves to die!” (Mark 14:63-64) 

Now let’s just stop here for a second.  On one hand the prosecution is overjoyed that 
finally they have grounds to convict Jesus.  And this is certainly a wicked moment.  But 
don’t miss the integrity of their response here.  In fact their response to Jesus at this 
point may be better than the way many of us respond to Jesus.  Here’s what I mean: 
 
So Jesus has made an inflammatory statement.  These are the biggest words any 
person has ever spoken.  And there are only two intellectually consistent responses to 
words like these.  And the High Priest gives one of them.  But many 21st century 
Canadians, even Christian Canadians, have come up with a 3rd option. 
 
So Canadians like to keep our options open.  We are sophisticated people who respect 
each other’s beliefs and don’t offend anyone.  We don’t value commitment to a 
conviction, we value tolerance.  What do I mean?  
… 
So, I’m not a big football guy but there is a play we are all familiar with called the fake 
handoff.  This is when the quarterback pretends to pass the ball to somebody running 
by before throwing it to somebody else.   
 
Now why does he do this?  It’s because he wants to get the defence to commit to 
chasing one guy when really someone else has the ball.  And if this works it’s brilliant.  
But if the defence is on the ball they aren’t tricked and don’t commit.   
 
And Canadians want to be on the ball, and so we don’t want to commit.  We want to be 
ready to pivot if new information comes up.  But the information Jesus puts on the table 
doesn’t allow for this.  Jesus forces a decision.  If we have any intellectual integrity, we 
must respond in one of two ways and here is why: 
 
If someone walked into this room right now and claimed to be God it would be disruptive 
– right?  It would be so awkward for me, and hopefully the deacons would back me up 
and we would take the guy out… for pizza – not take him out.  But we wouldn’t let him 
teach because he would probably be lying.  Safe bet.  And the way you respond to a liar 
is by opposing them.  After all lots of people have claimed to be God and they’ve used 
tricks to deceive in order to pursue their own advantage.  There are wicked people who 
don’t actually believe they were God at all, they just want power. 
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But not everyone who claims to be God is a liar, some are just crazy.  And if a crazy 
person showed up here claiming to be God hopefully we would respond with 
compassion because they would be sick.  But we still wouldn’t let them teach. 
 
You see the one thing that would be true in both cases would be that these people 
wouldn’t be worth following.  They should either be locked up as a deceptive criminal or 
checked into the third floor at the hospital.   
 
But nobody thinks Jesus should be treated in either of these ways.  Canadians see Him 
in a third way – as a good teacher.  But this response has no integrity.  You see every 
other religions teachers says said stuff like “I know the truth about the universe, follow 
me and I’ll lead you there.”  But Jesus says: “I am the truth of the universe.  I am the 
way, the truth and the life.  Nobody comes to God except through Me.”   
 
And that’s not what a good teacher says.  I liar might say that, or a lunatic might say 
that.  But good teachers don’t say that.  So like C.S. Lewis says, Jesus is either liar, 
lunatic or He is Lord.  And nobody thinks He is the first two, but there are only two 
possible responses if He is the third. 
… 
And here is where we see the integrity of the High Priest and the Sanhedrin.  They 
choose one of the options.  Someone had walked into their room and said ‘I AM God,’ 
and when they heard Jesus say this they hated Him and wanted Him dead.  And guess 
what Satan shares this response.  He knows who Jesus is and he wants Him dead too.  
This is an intellectually consistent way to respond to Jesus’ words. 
 
The only other legitimate response is to fall at His feet in worship.  If someone walked 
into the room claiming to be God and they weren’t lying or crazy, you could hate them or 
worship them.  But the one thing you couldn’t do is be casually interested.  That 
response has no integrity. 
… 
So if Elon Musk said “I’m going to give you a billion dollars.”  You could think he was 
lying and had no intention of giving you anything.  Or you could think he was crazy and 
believed he was going to make you rich, but really couldn’t.  But if you thought he was 
telling the truth then you would have to decide if you wanted his money or not. 
 
And I suppose it’s possible that some people would not want their life to be changed by 
receiving that kind of money.  And they would do everything to resist it.  And everyone 
else would be really excited.  But the one response that wouldn’t make any sense would 
be to be casually interested – “sure, I’ll take a billion bucks.”  And yet this is how many 
Canadians both outside and inside the church respond to Jesus. 
 
You see those outside think He’s a great teacher but haven’t bothered to look at what 
this great teacher actually says about Himself.  They haven’t really seen Jesus.  And 
that has no integrity – you believe Jesus is a good teacher, but you don’t want to listen. 
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But the response that is really strange is the person who says: “Yes, I believe Jesus is 
the Judge of the world.  And so for an hour every week or so I tune into church.  And on 
occasion I give a few bucks and even do some devotions.  But other than that Jesus 
doesn’t really control what I do.  This response makes no sense. 
 
You see nobody every approved of Jesus 2000 years ago.  Nobody was casually 
interested in Jesus.  Some people hated Him or ran away terrified.  But if you stayed 
you fell at His feet in worship.  That’s what people who actually met Jesus did. 
 
So I wonder, have you actually met Jesus?  Have you met the Judge of the world?  And 
the reason I ask this is because there is something strange about this judge if you will 
only know if you’ve actually met Him.  You see we all know about powerful people who 
have used their power to their own advantage.  And these people are terrifying. 
 
But there is something strange about the Judge of the world – He is powerful but He 
doesn’t use His power to judge!  Instead the Judge allowed Himself to be judged.  And 
this is the gospel.  
… 
Tim Keller says, “Sin is substituting yourself for God.”  Sin is putting yourself on the 
throne of judgment and saying “I’m the authority of my life, I am the one who chooses 
what I do.  I am the standard for how I live.”  And the Bible calls it sin when we 
substitute ourselves for God judging the people around us or God Himself. 
 
And so as Jesus stands before the High Priest and the Sanhedrin and His cowardly 
disciples who all ran away, and us because all of us have substituted ourselves for God 
He alone is worthy to be the judge.  And He deserves to convict us because we are all 
guilty.  We’ve all clothed ourselves with judicial garb and passed the judgment; we’ve 
passed ourselves off as God.  But instead of judging us God came down and passed 
Himself off as us.  Keller says “Sin is substituting ourselves for God, but salvation is 
God substituting Himself for us.”   
 
So Jesus says “I am the Judge.  And I’m going to deal with evil.  But here’s how I’m 
going to do it.  I’m not going to bring judgement, I’m going to take it.  And the reason I’m 
going to do this is because I love you and want to bring you back to the garden I created 
you for.  I want you to enjoy My glory. 
 
Friends, do you know this is why we exist?  God made us for the purpose of enjoying 
His infinite glory that it might increase. 
 
So prior to creation God wasn’t lonely or board, He was perfectly happy in glorious 
relationship with Himself.  But He wanted to increase His glory.  But how?  How can an 
infinitely glorious being increase His glory?  The only way is by inviting other people in 
to enjoy His glory and center their lives around Him.  When you bring glory to God you 
increase His infinite glory – that’s how glory works.  And God created us for that 
purpose.  The reason we exist is to bring glory to God and enjoy Him forever. 
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But sin broke that.  We didn’t want to give God glory, we wanted to substitute ourselves 
for God.  And our sin put a flaming sword between us and the garden – that was last 
week.  But Jesus the Judge took that sword on our behalf – the Judge got judged so we 
could return.  And it is as we see the Judge’s judgment that we are empowered to 
change; we are enabled to live the life Jesus created us for. 
… 
Now there are all sorts of changes that happen when we see Jesus, but I just want to 
highlight one of these ways today.  When we see that the Judge was judged for us it 
empowers us not to judge those who have hurt us, but instead forgive. 
 
So forgiveness is a funny thing.  When someone hurts us we don’t want to forgive.  We 
want to get even.  We want bad things to happen to the people who hurt us.  But we 
also know that there is nothing awesome about an old person who has held on to all the 
terrible stuff that has happened to them without forgiving – those people aren’t living.  
We all know bitterness steals life and yet it is so hard to forgive. 
 
So how do you forgive someone who has really hurt you?  You need to see Jesus.  You 
see Jesus is the only person who has every right to hold a grudge against you, and 
that’s because He is the Judge.  And all of us have sinned; all of us have substituted 
ourselves for God.  But instead of exercising His right to judge Jesus substituted 
Himself for us and took our judgement.   
 
And when we see that we have been forgiven for sin we deserve to pay for, we are 
enabled to forgive the people who have sinned against us.   
 
So think about someone who has really hurt you.  It’s probably someone you love – a 
family member or a close friend.  It’s the people who know us who hurt us most.  And 
then take the anger and pain you feel towards them and nail it to Jesus.  Nail it to Jesus. 
… 
Wait a minute you say: “That’s terrible.  I couldn’t do that.  Jesus doesn’t deserve to get 
my anger against them.  They are the ones who hurt me.” 
 
Of course.  But actually it is by holding onto your hurt that you are actually nailing it to 
Jesus.  You’re being the judge.  You’re deciding this person deserves your judgment for 
what they have done.  But in doing this you are substituting yourself for God.  But you 
aren’t the Judge.  Only Jesus has the authority to be the Judge.  And the Judge got 
judged so you could go free.  So go free! 
 
Forgive the person who has hurt you – give it to Jesus.  Or maybe forgive yourself for 
not living up to your own expectations.  But let go of the judgment you’ve been holding 
onto because the Judge has been judged on your behalf. 
 
Friends, Jesus took your judgment so you could come back to the garden, to the real 
life He created you to enjoy with Himself.  So let Jesus be the judge.  Let His blood 
cover the person who has hurt you, and in so doing, let it free you to live the life He 
wants you to live. 
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… 
O.J. never took the stand in his own defence, and the best judges in the world were 
unable to bring the crimes he was accused of to justice.  But there is another Judge who 
did take the stand.  And the Judge was judged and convicted of all the wickedness that 
you and I and O.J. and all the people who have hurt you deserve to be convicted of.  
And as a result we can live the life we were created to live.  So brothers and sisters – 
live in the freedom of knowing you are not the Judge. 


