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Introduction to the day

Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit guides
us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and divided.
Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of the life-
giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God'’s glory revealed in Christ.



WELCOME
PRELUDE

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity,

*+ one God,

the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let
us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and placed us in a
well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave
us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us
to still waters. At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you
shower us again with the water of life.

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water
everywhere.

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the life only you
can give.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.




GATHERING SONG O Day of Peace (ELW 711)
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1 O day of peace that dim-ly shines through all our hopes and prayers and dreams,
2 Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, nor shall the fierce de - vour the small;
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guide us to jus - tice, truth, and love, de-liv-ered from our self - ish schemes.
as beasts and cat - tle calm-ly graze, a lit-tle child shall lead them all.
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May swords of hate fall from our hands, our hearts from en - vy find re-lease,
Then en - e-mies shall learn to love, all crea-tures find their true ac-cord;
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till by God’s grace our war-ring world shall see Christ’s prom-ised reign of peace.
the hope of peace shall be ful-filled, for all the earth shall know the Lord.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: JERUSALEM, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love, where
there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to
console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 45:3-11, 15

A reading from Genesis.

*Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

“Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “l am
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. ’And now do not be distressed, or angry with
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. °For the
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will
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be neither plowing nor harvest. ‘God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God;
he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of
Egypt. “Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made
me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. ‘°You shall settle in the land of Goshen,
and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your
flocks, your herds, and all that you have. *'l will provide for you there—since there are five
more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not
come to poverty.”” *>And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his
brothers talked with him.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

*But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?”
**Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. *’And as for what you sow, you do
not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. **But
God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.

“?So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is
imperishable. “*It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in
power. “It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there
is also a spiritual body. °Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the
last Adam became a life-giving spirit. “°But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical,
and then the spiritual. “/The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is
from heaven. “®As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of
heaven, so are those who are of heaven. “°Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust,
we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

*“What | am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Luke 6:27-38

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ?/“But | say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
“®pless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. *’If anyone strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even
your shirt. *°Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not
ask for them again. *'Do to others as you would have them do to you.

32“1f you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those
who love them. *If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners do the same. **If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. *>But love your enemies, do
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children
of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. **Be merciful, just as your
Father is merciful.

*/“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; **give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the
measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON




HYMN OF THE DAY

O God of Mercy, God of Light (ELW 714)

may we each other’s burdens share;
may we, where help is needed, there

give help as though to you.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.

Music: JUST AS I AM, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896; arr. hymnal version
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,

Let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.
Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer
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1 O God of mer - cy, God of light, in love and
2 You sent your Son to die for all, that our lost
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5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,

6 And may your Holy Spirit move
all those who live to live in love,
till you receive in heav’n above
all those who live in you.



Let us pray for our nation and for all the nations of the earth, and all of their leaders. Guide them in the
ways of justice and peace that they may serve the common good. We pray for economic and social
equity and the prospect of a life of peace and dignity for all people

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Let us pray for our First Nations people. Help us to understand the harm we have caused to our Native
siblings. Help us to learn more about our complicity and the roles the church played in dehumanizing
indigenous people, especially as it related to the forced assimilation, abuse and death in the Indian
Boarding Schools, adoption and foster care; the ecological damages in Indian Country and beyond due to
climate change. the breaking of sacred treaties meant to govern the relationships between Native
sovereign nations and the U.S. federal government; and missing and murdered Indigenous women, girls,
and relatives.

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Let us pray for those who are ill, those in pain, those under stress, and those who are lonely. Give them
courage and hope and let us see Christ in them and surround them with our love and care.

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Let us pray for all those for whom we now offer prayers, either aloud or in our hearts.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer

Let us pray for those who have loved and served your Church on earth and who have died. Grant them
mercy, light and peace, both now and at the day of resurrection.

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Lord God, mercifully hear the prayers of your church. Grant that what we celebrate with faith we may
put into practice in our lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

AMEN

Prayer Chain Update — The Clelands ask for prayers for their son-in-law's 33-year-old sister, Tiffany
Schmitz, who is in the hospital.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.



OFFERTORY
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God,
Sovereign of the universe.

You offer us new beginnings

and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table,

nourish us with this heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love
to a hungry world,

in the name of Christ our light.
Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
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through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153)
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O holy God:
you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.

Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his preaching and healing,



his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
By your Spirit bless us and this meal,
that, refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

P) ~— N—— —’
Our Fa-ther in heav - en, hal - lowed be your name,
0 . ‘
" — ' f |
J S— S—— —
your king-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heav - en.
0
[ " A I
P =~ ~——— ~
Giveus to-day our dai - ly bread. For - give us our sins as we
n .
" I '
GIEES S s ===
. L a—— ,_._!_'_L‘T'T_
for-give those who sin a-gainst us. Saveus fromthe time of tri - al
0
" T
7t }
G e N N ——— L
”; [7) [ - - & [ _—
and de -liv-er wus from e - il For the king-dom, the pow’r,
0 , .
" ! ! Il |
i |
=y Il |
W’—'—Q—e—g’—‘—g—‘—g [7) [ 7 B—— 1
J S— S’
and the glo-ry are yours, now and for-ev - er A - men.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to God’s table.

There is a place for you and enough for all.
COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, gracious God,

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.
Send us to bring good news

and to proclaim your favor to all,

strengthened with the richness of your grace

in your Son, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you,

and who calls you by name,

*+ bless your going out and your coming in,

today and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (CHESTERFIELD) (ELW 551)
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share a  dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we go in Je - sus’  name.

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939
Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Lector: Beth
Longenecker; Livestream: Doug Debrick
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