
 
 

February 13, 2022   ~   “Face Your Fears”   ~   Revelation 2:8-11  

 

OPEN 

 
Following WWI, Turkey was rising from the ashes of the Ottoman Empire. 
Greece used this time to win back land lost to the Ottomans centuries earlier, 
thus starting another Greco-Turkish war in 1919.  By 1922 Greek forces were 
pushed west to the sea.  In August Turkish forces reached Smyrna, effectively 
ending the war.  On September 9, Turkish forces went on a murderous 
rampage, burning Greek and Armenian quarters, forcing a perilous, panicked 
evacuation.  Centuries of Hellenic history in Asia Minor came to an end.  
 
Today we consider the letter written to the church at Smyrna.  These believers 
were also facing great threat and fears.  Even with God’s grace and courage, 
facing our fears may be painful process but has eternal reward. 
 
In Matthew 10:28 Jesus urged His followers to discern the danger we face: 
“…do not be afraid of those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; 
but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  
 

 
 

Smyrna was 64 KM north of Ephesus and competed with that city and 
Pergamum for the title "First City of Asia."  Loyal to Rome, Smyrna was deeply 
involved in emperor worship; but there was also a large Jewish colony.  
Modern Smyrna is Izmir, Turkey and still boasts an active seaport, well 
situated for commerce.  It is the third largest city in the country, with a 
population of almost three million. 

In our series Live the Adventure of Jesus, we have looked at the 
introduction/prelude to Revelation (1:1-20).  We examined the letter to 
Ephesus (2:1-7).  As both a prophetic and pastoral book, we find in Revelation 
1-3 God’s invitation to be on an incredible spiritual journey with Jesus now – 
plus the hope of a wonderful eternity with Him in the future. 
 

DIG 

 
In Revelation 2:8-11 do you notice that there is no indictment against 
Smyrna?  Yet there is a pledge of painful times!  Lest we think this letter does 
not concern Christians today, consider Jesus’ words in John 15:20b-21: “If 
they persecuted Me, they will persecute you as well; if they followed My word, 
they will follow yours also.  But all these things they will do to you on account 
of My name, because they do not know the One who sent Me.”  In Jesus’ 
message to the Christians in Smyrna, we discover four ways we can be 
fortified when fearful. 
 

 
I.  Rooted – verse 8 
 
Characteristically, the letter began with “to the angel of the church in” (v.8).  
What differs is the description of Jesus.  To Ephesus Jesus said He held 
“seven stars” and “walked among the seven gold lampstands” (v.1).  But to 
Smyrna He described Himself as eternal, “First and the Last” and ever living, 
“who died and came to life again”. 
 
These are the themes in Revelation 1:4-5,8,17b-18 that set the stage for the 
whole book.  Historically speaking, Smyrna had been “resurrected”.  It was 
destroyed in 600 BC by Lydian king Alyattes and rebuilt by Alexander the 
Great.  More importantly, believers in the city needed to be reminded of their 
resurrected Lord! 
 
Caught between paganism and pharisee-ism, Christians in Smyrna were to be 
rooted in the eternal, ever living Christ.  In I Corinthians 15 Paul imagines 
Christianity without resurrection (see vv.19,32)  His nature speaks to our core 
identity: “The church acquires identity from Jesus…There is no church apart 
from Christ…The church is formed by Christ’s word and sustained by his 
being.”  (Reversed Thunder, Eugene Peterson, Harper One, 1988, 46) 
 
 
II.  Reinforced – verse 9 
 
The tallest building in BC is currently under construction in Burnaby. READ MORE  
It will be sixty-four stories tall!  But it makes one wonder…how is it reinforced 
against earthquakes!?  In verse 9 Jesus gently affirmed the church at Smyrna 
who were facing “earthquakes” of their own.  “I know that you are facing 
Roman aggression and Jewish abuse” (see Romans 2:28-29 where Paul 
speaks of the true Jew as he “circumcised of the heart” by the Holy Spirit. 
 

https://bc.ctvnews.ca/b-c-s-tallest-building-64-storey-highrise-coming-to-burnaby-1.4408015


Three specific challenges in Smyrna are highlighted.  Affliction – this is great 
pressure, serious trouble, a “burden that crushes”.  Poverty – this term meant 
extreme and abject poverty; yet they were rich in their relationship with Christ!  
Slander – this is the term “blasphemy” by pseudo-Jews; but are in fact a 
“synagogue of Satan” 
 
God is at the same time a stabilizer of His people (“you are rich” v.9) and 
destabilizer (“prison” v.10).  Do we see the need for reinforced faith?  This 
week the federal Emergency Act was invoked for the first time since its 
creation in 1988.  We feel destabilizing forces whether political, economic, or 
moral.  How will we react as followers of Jesus?  Are we going to move 
forward, with our hearts and minds stabilized in the character of God? 
 
 
III.  Readied – verse 10 

 
When we come to verse 10, we find encouragement in the form of two 
commands.  Both commands make it clear that we have personal 
responsibility even when God is promising to see us through the test. 
 

• Fear not – They were called to “stop being fearful” of suffering, even if 
prison was imminent. “Ten days” likely indicated a short time, though 
Roman imprisonment usually led to execution.  Some of our fears we 
expect (seeing a collision developing).  Other fears overwhelm us 
suddenly.  Either way we get ready by not fearing.  
 

• Fail not – Faithfulness was commanded, even to death.  The challenges 
facing the seven churches included tribulation – Roman political might 
and forced emperor worship; and trivialization (pagan accommodation in 
the churches).  In Under The Unpredictable Plant (Eerdmans, 1992, 146) 
Eugene Peterson writes, 

 
When advertising and entertainment provide the dominant modes of discourse for 
Christian worship and its preaching and teaching, accommodation to the culture 
takes precedence over sacrifice for the truth.  For millions of people, silliness is far 
more in evidence than sanctity. 

 
Persecution was not full force, but it was looming.  So, the Christians at 
Smyrna were urged to ready themselves for future difficulty by remaining 
faithful in the present.  As complex as Revelation may look to us, it conveyed 
a beacon of hope to congregations threatened by political and heretical 
opposition.  Shared conflict unites.  Suffering sharpens the focus of a 
congregation, pushing aside petty, personal agendas. 
 
James 1:12 promises: “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, 
because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that 
God has promised to those who love him.”  The “crown of life” (stefanon ths 

zwh, v.10) connects to those who “overcome” (nikwn, “victory”, v.11) and 
share in the victory of the Lamb of God (see Revelation 3:21). 
 

IV.  Reassured – verse 11 
“Politics are almost as exciting as war, and quite as dangerous.  In war you 
can only be killed once, but in politics many times.”  (The Wicked Wit of 
Winston Churchill, Dominique Enright, ed., Michael O’Mara Books, 2001, 17)  
In verse 11 is the repeated phrase: “He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.”  The balance of the verse presents this pledge: 
“He who overcomes will not [“by no means; definitely not”] be hurt at all by the 
second death”.  The “second death” is the “lake of fire” (Revelation 20:6-8). 
 
This gives hope for what we will not experience in the future which produces 
reassurance for today.  Though suffering is certain for believers, it is limited.  
“The promise of eternal life, not as reward but as the destiny which completes 
life begun in faith, is the adequate motivation for ‘him who conquers’.” 
(Reversed Thunder, 52) 
 
 

REFLECT 

  
On June 18, 1940, Winston Churchill had been British PM for just over a 
month.  France had just fallen to the Nazi onslaught.  Over 300,000 British, 
French, Polish, Belgian, and Dutch troops were beaten back to beaches at 
Dunkirk…and miraculously evacuated over nine days.  At this profound 
moment, Churchill said (in part): 
 

The whole fury and might of the enemy must very soon be turned on us. Hitler 
knows that he will have to break us in this island or lose the war. If we can stand up 
to him, all Europe may be freed and the life of the world may move forward into 
broad, sunlit uplands.…Let us therefore brace ourselves to our duties, and so bear 
ourselves that, if the British Empire and its Commonwealth last for a thousand 
years, men will still say, “This was their finest hour.” 

 
What is coming against Christians today in terms of trial and difficulty? 

What fears are we facing right now? 

Will we face these fears with courage and confidence from God?   

Will this be our finest hour? 
 

 
Read the story of Polycarp, a martyr from Smyrna, and 

ponder how God fortified him for the suffering he endured 

https://www.str.org/w/the-truth-changes-everything-the-martyrdom-of-polycarp

