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2022.02.13  Sermon 6 after Epiphany  ©Gyllian Davies† 
  
Did you really hear this part in our Gospel this morning? 
 “Where power came out from him and healed them”   
Is that amazing or what!  
 “…power came out from him and healed them”   
 
Imagine if we were there. We’re on a plain. Well, probably not but maybe when you 
get a great multitude of humans milling around, with lots and lots of people, so many 
we can’t really see our surroundings for the press of the crowd, it might seem like 
we’re on a plain. According to Luke there are many who’ve come from a distance.   
 
But wait… Luke is known for his geographical inaccuracies, continually revealing he 
knows nothing of the towns and villages or the surrounding countryside where he 
locates Jesus. He writes that people came from the coast, a 29 hour walk. Three days 
at least to cover that distance. And of that’s if there are no small children, balky 
donkeys, sprained ankles, blistered feet…  Nor is there any plain near the Lake 
of Gennesaret or Sea of Galilee as we know it. Above those waters the land slopes 
gently down to the shore. So what’s up with that?  
 
Luke is using literary devices to add colour and life to the events of Jesus’ ministry in 
the Holy Land. Why not! Let’s keep on imagining ourselves there. The sky is blazing 
blue above us. At this time of year it’s warm, around 18 Celsius. Probably hasn’t 
rained in a while. In fact things are kind of dry and dusty and with that many people 
there’s a lot of dust being kicked up! The air is full of smells – human sweat, food 
cooking, donkey dung. The air is full of sounds – women speaking softly to each other, 
men laughing, babies crying. It’s a multitude and here we all are on this ‘plain.’ The 
nights are cool so we’ve brought warm bedding. And we will be staying the night 
because of the distance we’ve come. No way we’re going to make it home in one day.  
 
Which brings up another question – don’t you wonder how all these people can afford 
to take time away from their lives? Who’s tending their flocks, their chickens, sheep, 
goats, while they’re off to find this great healer? These are important questions 
because they shed light on the urgency of their coming to Jesus. Being there is 
important. Crucial really. Crucial enough to put their day-to-day lives on hold, to lose 
income, to risk losing their jobs because of not showing up… They are in great need. 
Perhaps they’re in need of physical healing. Perhaps they’re possessed by spirits, 
what we would call mental illness or addiction. Perhaps they’re suffering through a 
dark night of the soul, seeing no way forward. Perhaps because of the Roman 
occupation they have nothing left to lose. And maybe because of illness they’ve been 
ostracized from their community, seen as unclean, unsuitable to be around. Whatever 
their reasons, here they are, a great crowd. And… 

“those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 
And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, 
for power came out from him and healed all of them.” 
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Can you imagine that? Being in the presence of God in the form of Jesus? Being in the 
presence of power so great that you can feel it coming out from him even though you 
are not touching him, not even close to touching him? And then…  whatever ailed you 
before, you are now healed. You are made healthy, whole, restored to yourself, to 
your community, to oneness with God. No longer treated as unclean, no longer 
ostracized. That heart-destroying isolation a thing of the past.  
 
And then he begins to speak. And what does he have to tell them? Blessings and woes. 
And they feel seen. He knows them, knows their lives. He holds their lives up and 
gives them meaning. Blessings and woes? Yes, they know these experiences he speaks 
of, they’ve had times of blessing and times of woe. Whether the blessings are a 
wealth of family love, an abundance of crops, or simply beauty to awaken into each 
morning. And whether the woes are in the poverty of finding what was once good and 
beautiful in their lives rendered hollow and bleak, or living with an inability to find 
work or housing, or enough food for their kids. He’s talking about their lives. 
 
We know these blessings and woes too. We know that life is made up of ups and 
downs – we’ve lived it. If we are laughing and filled with joy today we know there will 
come a day when we will mourn. Deeply. And if we are on the grief journey right now 
and lost in a world of mourning, some part of us knows there will come a day when 
we will laugh again. Maybe Jesus is inviting them – and us! – to see the world in its 
wholeness, to see ourselves as whole. To see ourselves in this larger pattern of 
blessings and woes, and thus to understand we can be agents of love and life and 
change. 
 

Desmond Tutu puts it like this: “I have a dream, God says. Please help Me to realize 
it. It is a dream of a world whose ugliness and squalor and poverty, its war and 
hostility, its greed and harsh competitiveness, its alienation and disharmony are 
changed into their glorious counterparts, when there will be more laughter, joy, and 
peace, where there will be justice and goodness and compassion and love and caring 
and sharing. I have a dream that swords will be beaten into plowshares and spears 
into pruning hooks, that My children will know that they are members of one family, 
the human family, God's family, My family.” -Desmond Tutu, God Has a Dream: A Vision of 

Hope of Our Time 

 
Martin Luther King picked up on that and took it further, made it more explicit. “True 
compassion” he says, “is more than flinging a coin to a beggar; it is not haphazard 
and superficial. It comes to see that an edifice that produces beggars needs 
restructuring.”   Martin Luther King, Jr. 1929-1968 

 
An edifice that produces beggars needs restructuring... There’s something for us to 
ponder. We have work to do. And I suspect that is the work God is really calling us to. 
To understand that we cannot simply feed a hungry person or give someone money for 
their rent and think we’ve now done our share. If we don’t tackle the systems that 
create excluded and marginalized peoples in the first place we’re just applying Band-
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Aids to third degree burns. We are part of the problem. For ultimately, this is it: we 
must appreciate that at every level of our existence - individual, social, communal, 
national and international - the Beatitudes and Woes are both encouragement to act 
for justice and… a condemnation of us if we don’t take action in the face of injustice. 
Without that radical reframe of our insight we are lost. We’ve got it from the source: 

"Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you,  
revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man.  

In other words – if we act like Jesus, be his disciples, stand up for justice then we will 
be blessed in spite of whatever hatred or rejection comes back at us. 

Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven. 
 

Choose blessing, my friends. Choose the hard road. Become trouble-makers, change-
makers, healers of the world. Choose blessing. 
Amen. 
 

  
 


