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Messages: Topical vs Expositional 

 

The Uniqueness of John’s Gospel 

 

John’s great burden: that readers would come to believe and by 

believing experience life in Jesus Christ – John 20:31 

 

The Prologue: John 1:1-14 

 

Key verse: John 1:12 – His own did not receive Him, but those 

who did, He gave the right to become the children of God! 

 

Three experiences of relationship with Christ: 

 

1. John the Baptist – John 1:19-33 

• Introducer of Jesus to the world 

• Baptizer of Jesus 

• Experiencer of the Presence of the Holy Spirit 

 

2. Two disciples spend the day with Jesus (John 1:35 – 42) 

• Follow Jesus based on John’s testimony 

• Are invited to spend the day with Him 

• Introduce others to the Messiah 

 

3. Philip and Nathanael meet Jesus (John 1:43-51) 

• Philip follows Jesus 

• Philip’s conclusion and announcement 

• Nathanael’s doubts 

• Nathanael’s discovery 

 

The meaning of angels ascending and descending on Jesus 

 

What is the nature of your relationship with Jesus? 

 

Sermon-based Small Group Discussion Questions 

 

1. After beginning with prayer, discuss the differences 

between a topical and expositional message. How are 

they similar and different? How are both valuable? 

 

2. Discuss differences which you perceive between 

John’s Gospel and the other three. What may account 

for these differences? 

 

3. Read the introduction to John in vs. 1 - 14. What 

stands out to you in this important section and how 

would you summarize John’s introduction? Discuss 

the main burden of this Gospel as expressed in John 

1:12 or 20:31. 

 

4. What was unique about John the Baptist’s relationship 

to Christ? Recalling your baptism, what did it mean to 

you then? What does it mean to you now?  

 

5. Thinking of the two disciples of John who followed 

Jesus and were invited by Him to come and spend the 

day with Him, speculate a little on what that must 

have been like for them and on their conclusion. What 

does it mean for you to spend time with Jesus? 

 

6. Discuss Nathanael’s response to Philip’s invitation to 

meet Jesus, and then Nathanael’s introduction to Him. 

Reflect on Jesus’ meaning about angels ascending and 

descending on the Son of Man? 

 

7. How is it evident that John’s meaning of believing in 

Jesus is more than mere intellectual agreement?  


