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History of St. James Anglican Church – Timeline 

1845 – Anglican settlers to St. Marys and area gather to hold their first worship services in Thomas 

Ingersoll’s sawmill near the junction of Trout Creek and the Thames River. 

1851 – Archibald Lampman, father of the early Canadian poet of the same name, becomes the first 

missionary priest assigned to St. Marys. He has a double charge: St. James, St. Marys and St. 

James, Clandeboye – parishes miles apart through mostly uncleared bush. His St. Marys 

congregation meets in the village’s stone schoolhouse, at the corner of Queen and James Streets.  

1856 – The congregation begins planning a permanent church building on property north of Elgin 

Street, between Peel and Church Streets. These lots were donated to the diocese by James Ingersoll, 

in accordance with conditions of his land grant from the Canada Company, to provide building sites 

for the principal established churches in the village.  

1857 – The tender for a rectangular, limestone church is awarded and the cornerstone is laid by 

Canon Brough from London. The parish spends the next year-and-a-half fundraising to complete 

and furnish the new building.  

1859 – On February 27, St. James Church, St. Marys, is consecrated by the newly-elected Bishop of 

Huron, the Reverend Benjamin Cronyn, before a “densely crowded” congregation.  

 
St. James Anglican Church, soon after construction 

 

 

1876 – A chancel is added to the east and the altar moved into this space, increasing the seating 

capacity of the nave.  

1886 – Several years of extensive renovations are completed, greatly changing the appearance of 

the church: the roof is raised to a steeper pitch; a porch at the west is added for a more formal entry; 

buttresses along the exterior walls are added for support; an entrance with a square, 80-foot, gothic 

tower at the southwest corner is added; the east and west windows are fitted with leaded glass in 

colourful patterns. These renovations cost $7,000 – a massive sum at that time. 
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St. James Church following 1886 renovations 

1889 – The rectory is built on the southeast corner of the church property, replacing an old, stone 

house on Thomas Street that had been used for this purpose since the 1860s.  

 

 

St. James Rectory, built in 1890 

 

1896 – The first pipe organ is installed, situated at the front of the nave, south of the steps to the 

chancel. 

1890 – The Carrara marble baptismal font is donated by Annie Margaret Hutton Rumsey. The 

Reverend W. J. Tyler is appointed rector and this beloved minister will serve the congregation until 

his death in 1917, steering his parish through the opening years of World War I. Mr. Tyler is very 

knowledgeable about plants and flowers. He is responsible for landscaping the parish grounds, 

creating a beautiful garden west of the church for the entire community to enjoy. 
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The beautiful garden on the St. James grounds ca 1900 

 

1902 – The organ is moved to the north wall of the chancel. At the same time, the vestry is 

enlarged.  

1905 – The memorial window depicting “The Good Shepherd” is installed in the east wall of the 

church.  

1907 – The Parish Hall is built, thanks in a large part to the generosity of the William Veal Hutton 

and Joseph Hutton, the two brothers who owned Westover Park, and their niece, Annie Margaret 

Hutton (Mrs. Rumsey-Bryan.) 

 

St. James Church with the Parish Hall, ca 1910 

 

1914-1918 – World War One breaks out. Many young men in the congregation enlist and some do 

not return. They are commemorated in a stained glass window and a brass plaque in the church and 

their names are included on the St. Marys cenotaph beside the town hall.  
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1920 – The first St. James Chancel Guild is formed. 

1928 – The chancel is enlarged. The east wall is moved 12 feet further east and rebuilt in a 

segmented shape with a dome ceiling.  

1930s – The people of St. James suffer the effects of the Great Depression as do others across 

Canada. The rector, the Reverent A. B. Farney, is the first chairman of a committee to advise town 

council on municipal relief for those suffering hardship. Through various job-creation projects and 

careful management, both the parish and the town of St. Marys survive the “Dirty Thirties.” The old 

driveshed east of the Parish Hall becomes a gymnasium for young people’s sports activities. 

1939-1945 – World War Two sees more men from the parish enlist. Women’s groups in the church 

are active in support work for the war effort. Following the war, a number of new people join the 

parish, having immigrated to Canada from Great Britain. These include several war brides.  

 

 

During the war years, the church’s interior featured patriotic Union Jacks. 

Note the cards on each pew, allotting the seating to pew renters.  

 

1950 – A new organ is installed, a memorial gift from Mrs. Florence Sutherland. The new console 

is placed on the south side of the chancel near the communion rail.  

1951 – St. James celebrates the parish’s centenary. A book is prepared, outlining the first 100 years 

of the parish’s history. 

1965 – A vestry wing is added, including a much larger office and a sacristy. 

1976 – St. James celebrates the 125th anniversary of the parish. The occasion is marked by 

complete renovations of the parish hall basement and the kitchen. 

1980s – The Book of Alternate Services is gradually introduced into regular worship services until 

it is accepted and used consistently. 
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1995 – The parish of St. Paul’s, Kirkton, combines with St. James, St. Marys. The rector, the 

Reverend Glenda Meakin – St. James’ first female priest – has the two-point charge.  

2001 – The parish of St. James celebrates its 150th anniversary. A history book is published for the 

occasion.  

2012 – St. Paul’s, Kirkton, closes and many of the church members come to St. James. The Kirkton 

members add a great deal of creative energy to the congregation.  

2020-2021 – The Covid-19 pandemic is a testing time for all churches and their congregations. St. 

James, St. Marys, takes heroic steps to keep church members engaged and informed.  


