
 
The Church of St. John the Divine 

The 6th Sunday after Epiphany February 13, 2022 

As people of God, we celebrate Christ in the heart of Victoria through joyful worship, 

building inclusive community, and putting faith into action. 

St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the Lekwungen speaking people. 

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion 

and marriage) are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

 

 

 

 
JESUS MAFA. The Sermon on the Mount, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, 

Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48284 [retrieved February 9, 2022]. Original source: 
http://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr (contact page: https://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr/contact). 

  

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48284
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Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria. We are a community of faith 

in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope, and love as part of this 

community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, 

inclusive, and serving community which is open to all. 

 

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that 

reflect the long history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and 

enjoy the words, music, and opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 

 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 : In these times when we must be careful in any gathering, we 

have careful protocols in place for our limited gatherings on a Sunday – the plans are available 

to download on the Website, and for those unable to attend in person our services are also 

livestreamed there: https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/  

  

We will continue to meet on Sundays at 10am for our Parish Eucharist and at 5:30 pm for 

a service of Evensong. Please check details on the website as to how to book for each service 

and the information needed to comply with Provincial requirements. 

  

We continue to share daily prayer online with a link on our website daily.  

 

Contacting Us: We are all learning ways to build community "at a distance." We are checking 

phone messages and answering emails. The main email for contact is: 

admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there 

will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact the 

church office at the above email address. 

 

You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and 

when we don’t. Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

  

https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
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10:00 am  Parish Eucharist 

The congregation is invited to join in the hymns, responses and prayers marked in bold print. 

Presider: The Reverend Stephanie Wood Verger: Chuck Neilson 

Greeters: Bill & Joan Huzar Streaming Technician: Karen Coverett 

Crucifer: Susanna Peterson Music: Members of the Choristers of St. John the Divine 

Readers: Judith Reid, Margaret Walker (via Zoom)              Emily Markwart, Sutton Organ Scholar 

Gospel: The Reverend Dr. John Thatamanil              David Stratkauskas, Director of Music              

Sermon: The Reverend Dr. John Thatamanil Setting: Giuseppe Ottavio Pitoni (1657-1743) 

Intercessor: Erin Kelly (via Zoom)          

 
 

The Gathering of the Community  

As we seek to care for one another in pandemic, we remember that masks must be worn over 

nose and mouth in our services at all times, especially when singing. 

 

Prelude 

Please stand as you are able as the procession moves up the centre aisle. 

 

Land Acknowledgement and Welcome to all who are gathering in the church 

building and online. 

 

The Church Family Prayer 

 Loving God, 

 All:  you have called us to be your family  

and to celebrate our life together in worship.  

We pray now, for all members of our family  

as we gather in our church buildings, our homes, and online.  

Through your spirit keep us united in love.  

Bless each of us with your beloved friendship.  

Teach us, gracious God,  

how to be your church in these times.  

Help us to know that we are your people,  

that we are your Family, always.  

Amen. 

The family candle will remain lit in the church, for those at home please blow out your 

candles during the Collect. 
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Opening Hymn (CP 381) PRAISE, MY SOUL 

 1. Praise, my soul, the God of heaven, 

 glad of heart your carols raise; 

ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

 who, like me, should sing God’s praise. 

  Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 Praise the Maker all your days! 

 2. Praise God for the grace and favour 

 shown our forebears in distress; 

God is still the same forever, 

 slow to chide and swift to bless. 

  Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 Sing our Maker’s faithfulness! 

 3. Like a loving parent caring, 

 God knows well our feeble frame; 

gladly all our burdens bearing, 

 still to countless years the same. 

  Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 All within me, praise God’s name! 

 4. Frail as summer’s flower we flourish, 

 blows the wind and it is gone; 

but, while mortals rise and perish,  

 God endures unchanging on. 

  Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 Praise the high eternal one. 

 5. Angels, teach us adoration, 

 you behold God face to face; 

sun and moon and all creation, 

 dwellers all in time and space. 

  O praise God! O praise God! 

 Praise with us the God of grace! 

   Text: Ps. 103; para. Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847), alt.;  

 adapt. Vv. 1-3, 5 Ecumenical Women’s Centre 1974 

 

The Gathering 

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 

be with you all. 

 All: And also with you. 
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  Almighty God, 

 All: to you all hearts are open,  

all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hidden.  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name;  

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 

 

Gloria (sung by the choir) 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. 

Laudamus te. Benedicimus te. 

Adoramus te. Glorificamus te. 

Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam. 

Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, Deus Pater omnipotens. 

Domine Fili unigenite, Iesu Christe. 

Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris. 

Qui tollis peccata mundi,  

miserere nobis. 

Qui tollis peccata mundi,  

suscipe deprecationem nostram. 

Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, 

 miserere nobis. 

Quoniam tu solus Sanctus. 

 Tu solus Dominus. 

Tu solus Altissimus, 

 Iesu Christe. 

Cum Sancto Spiritu,  

in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you who takes away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you who takes away the sin of the world: 

receive our prayer; 

you who are seated at the right hand of the 

Father: have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

 Jesus Christ, 

 with the Holy Spirit, 

 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The Collect of the Day 
Silence is kept. 

 God of blessing and woe, disturbing the deadly order of the world: 

give us faith tested in poverty, hunger for what really satisfies, 

eyes softened by tears and hearts ready to laugh 

at all that is false and pompous, 

so that we might be witnesses to the dignity of life: 

through Jesus Christ, who turns the world upside down. 

 All: Amen. Prayers for an Inclusive Church (2009), alt 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 

  Let us listen for the Word of God in Holy Scripture. 

The First Reading Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Thus says the Lord: 

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 

   and make mere flesh their strength, 

   whose hearts turn away from the Lord.  

They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 

   and shall not see when relief comes. 

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 

   in an uninhabited salt land.  

Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, 

   whose trust is the Lord.  

They shall be like a tree planted by water, 

   sending out its roots by the stream. 

It shall not fear when heat comes, 

   and its leaves shall stay green; 

in the year of drought it is not anxious, 

   and it does not cease to bear fruit.  

The heart is devious above all else; 

   it is perverse— 

   who can understand it?  

I the Lord test the mind 

   and search the heart, 

to give to all according to their ways, 

   according to the fruit of their doings. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm   1 

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in 

the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

Their delight is in the law of God, and they meditate on God’s law day and night. 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with 

leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 

It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgement comes, nor the sinner 

in the council of the righteous. 

For God knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

Inclusive Language Psalter: A New Gender-Inclusive Adaption of the Book of Psalms. 

Based on the 1979 Book of Common Prayer Text (Version for Congregational Use).  

Edited and adapted by Adam Waddell, Hannah Bowman, the Rev. K.D. Joyce, and the Rev. Bailey Pickens. 

 

The Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 

there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then 

Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation 

has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. We are even found to be 

misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he 

did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, 

then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile 

and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have 

perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to 

be pitied.  

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 

died.  

 Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Luke 6:17-26 

Before the Gospel 

 Cantor: Alleluia. 

 All: Alleluia. 

 Cantor: Rejoice and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven.        Luke 6:23 

 All: Alleluia. 
God is with you. 

 All: And also with you. 
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   Hear the Good news of Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

 All: Glory to you, O Christ. 

He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 

disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast 

of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; 

and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd 

were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.  

Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

‘Blessed are you who are poor, 

   for yours is the kingdom of God.  

Blessed are you who are hungry now, 

   for you will be filled. 

Blessed are you who weep now, 

   for you will laugh.  

Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and 

defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for 

surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the 

prophets.  

But woe to you who are rich, 

   for you have received your consolation.  

Woe to you who are full now, 

   for you will be hungry. 

Woe to you who are laughing now, 

   for you will mourn and weep.  

Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the 

false prophets.’ 

The Gospel of Christ. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon   

Following the sermon there will be a pause for silence.  

Affirmation of Faith  

We believe and trust in God the Creator. 

We believe and trust in Jesus Christ, incarnate Word. 

We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. 

We believe and trust in the Three in One. 

 (from Creating Uncommon Worship by Richard Giles, altd.) 
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Prayers of the People 
Those who have asked for our prayers are listed at the end of the leaflet. 

 

 

The Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

All may offer their neighbour a contactless sign of peace. 

 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
Offertory Hymn (CP 439)  FRANCONIA

  

 1. Blest are the pure in heart,  

 for they shall see our God;  

the secret of the Lord is theirs,  

 their soul is Christ’s abode. 

 2. The Lord, who left the heavens  

 our life and peace to bring,  

to dwell in lowliness with us,  

 our pattern and our King, 

 3. still to the lowly soul  

 God’s presence doth impart,  

and for a dwelling and a throne  

 chooseth the pure in heart. 

 4. Lord, we thy presence seek;  

 may ours this blessing be:  

give us a pure and lowly heart,  

 a temple fit for thee. 

    Text: St. 1, 4, John Keble (1792-1866), alt.; st. 2-3, Mitre Hymn Book, 1896, alt. 
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The Prayer over the Gifts 
In the name of all of us gathered, near and far, we present these our gifts to God.   

 Let us pray:  

  Holy God, gracious and merciful, 

you bring forth food from the earth 

and nourish your whole creation. 

Turn our hearts toward those 

who hunger in any way, 

so that all may know your care; 

and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, 

Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 

 All: Amen. Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006) alt. 

 

As we prepare to celebrate this Eucharist, we remember that we are the people of God. Near or 

far we are gathered together by the love of Christ. We remember that we are incorporated into 

the body of Christ. We join together in this celebration of our union in Christ. 

 

  Thanks be to you, 

 All: Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given us, and all that you have 

borne for us. In our sharing in this Eucharist, in Church or at home, we ask 

you to come spiritually into our hearts. O most merciful redeemer, friend and 

brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you 

more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer 5 
  Book of Alternative Services 

  The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift them to the Lord. 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, 

for the gift of a world full of wonder, 

and for our life which comes from you. 

By your power you sustain the universe.  

 All: Glory to you for ever and ever.  
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  You created us to love you with all our heart, 

and to love each other as ourselves, 

but we rebel against you by the evil that we do. 

In Jesus, your Son, 

you bring healing to our world 

and gather us into one great family. 

Therefore, with all who serve you 

on earth and in heaven, 

we praise your wonderful name, as we sing (say),  

Sanctus (sung by the choir)  

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, 

Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 

Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 

Osanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy 

Lord God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Benedictus qui venit  

in nomine Domini. 

Osanna in excelsis. 

Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 We give you thanks and praise, loving Father, 

because in sending Jesus, your Son, to us 

you showed us how much you love us. 

He cares for the poor and the hungry. 

He suffers with the sick and the rejected. 

Betrayed and forsaken, he did not strike back 

but overcame hatred with love. 

 On the cross he defeated the power of sin and death. 

By raising him from the dead 

you show us the power of your love 

to bring new life to all your people. 

 All: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

  On the night before he gave up his life for us, 

Jesus, at supper with his friends, 

took bread, gave thanks to you, 

broke it, and gave it to them, 

saying, “Take this, all of you, and eat it: 

this is my body which is given for you.” 
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After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, 

said the blessing, gave it to his friends, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: 

this is the cup of my blood, 

the blood of the new and eternal covenant, 

which is shed for you and for all, 

so that sins may be forgiven. 

Do this in memory of me.” 

 All: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

  Gracious God, 

with this bread and wine 

we celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus, 

and we offer ourselves to you in him. 

Send your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts, 

that we may know the presence of Jesus 

in the breaking of bread, 

and share in the life 

of the family of your children. 

 All: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

  Father, you call us to be your servants; 

fill us with the courage and love of Jesus, 

that all the world may gather in joy 

at the table of your kingdom. 

We sing your praise, almighty Father, 

through Jesus, our Lord, 

in the power of the Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever. 

 All: Glory to you for ever and ever.  

 All:  
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The Disciple’s Prayer 
 Priest: As our saviour Christ has taught us, we now pray: 

 
Music © 1985, Church Publishing Inc.  /  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

  We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

 All: We, being many, are one body, 

for we all share in the one bread.  

 

The Communion 
  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

The deacon will have gluten-free wafers available to those who wish them. 

After receiving communion, please move to your right to go back to your seat. 

  

Agnus Dei 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

dona nobis pacem. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 
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Communion Anthem  

Ave, verum corpus 

natum de Maria Virgine, 

Vere passum immolatum 

in Cruce pro homine, 

Cujus latus perforatum 

unda fluxit et sanguine, 

Esto nobis praegustatum 

in mortis examine. 

Hail, true body 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

Who truly suffered, sacrificed 

on the Cross for humankind, 

Whose pierced side overflowed 

with water and blood, 

Be for us a foretaste 

In the test of death. 

Text: Latin. Music: W.A. Mozart (1756-1791). 

 

Following the Communion there will be a pause for silence. 

 

The Commissioning of the Community 

Prayer after Communion   

Please stand. 

  We give you thanks, almighty God, 

that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. 

In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 

in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 All: Amen. Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006).   

  

  One body are we. 

 All: For, though we are in many places,  

we spiritually share one bread. 

 

Blessing 
 

Dismissal 
  Let us go in peace to love and serve our living God.  

 All: Thanks be to God.  
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Final Hymn (CP 438) WOLVERCOTE 

1. O Jesus, I have promised  

 to serve thee to the end;  

be thou forever near me,  

 my Master and my Friend.  

I shall not fear the battle  

 if thou art by my side,  

nor wander from the pathway  

 if thou wilt be my guide. 

3. O Jesus, thou hast promised  

 to all who follow thee,  

that where thou art in glory  

 there shall thy servant be;  

and, Jesus, I have promised  

 to serve thee to the end!  

O give me grace to follow,  

 my Master and my Friend. 

2. O let me feel thee near me:  

 the world is ever near;  

I see the sights that dazzle,  

 the tempting sounds I hear;  

my foes are ever near me,  

 around me and within;  

but, Jesus, draw thou nearer  

 and shield my soul from sin. 

4. O let me see thy footmarks  

 and in them plant mine own:  

my hope to follow duly  

 is in thy strength alone.  

O guide me, call me, draw me,  

 uphold me to the end;  

and then in heaven receive me,  

 my Saviour and my Friend. 

    Text: John Ernest Bode (1816-1874). 

   

 

Please stay and join us for our Zoom Coffee Hour. 

 

 

Readings for February 20 – The 7th Sunday after Epiphany 

Genesis 45:3-11, 15 In a powerful reunion Joseph makes the decision not to seek retribution 

with the brothers who sold him into slavery, but recognizes the hand of the Divine even in 

terrible circumstances, and seeks reconciliation and offers forgiveness. 

Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42 The Psalmist reminds us of the promise of God's presence in all things, 

and that we should not fret about the fate of others, but leave judgment to God.  

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 Paul tries to steer his readers away from pointless contention 

and over-literalization of the idea of resurrection, instead pointing to the wonder of God's work 

in the natural cycle, and the analogy of life and growth being at the heart of resurrected living.  

Luke 6:27-38 In the middle of what is known as the 'sermon on the plain' Jesus expands on 'the 

golden rule' of love - that violence should not be met with violence, nor abusive behaviour met 

with abuse, but that the calling of love is to challenge both us, and those who may treat us 

badly. Likewise, to love is not to stand in judgment of others, but to love expansively and 

generously.  
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The following people have asked for our prayers.  

Please keep them in your heart and mind as you go through your week. 

 Mark Cathy Heather  

 John Daryl Anne  

 Eric Charlotte  Carmen  

 Rod Jenn & family Matthew 

  Kat 

 

R.I.P. – Faith D’Arcy 

 

 
 

 

 

    

 

The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 

 
Stewards 

People’s Warden:  Joan Huzar 

Associate Warden:  Lorraine Gates 

Envelope Secretary:  Jim Harlick 

Rector’s Warden: Vacant 

Associate Warden: Karen Coverett 

Treasurer:  David Buckman 

Parish Council 
Susan Bansgrove, Carol Denton, Marguerite Heppell,  

Erin Kelly, Miles Motture, Wendy Suddaby 

Synod Delegates 

Karen Coverett, Joel Hefty, Bill Huzar, Joan Huzar 
 

Staff Supporting the Ministry of St. John’s 

Incumbent:  The Ven. Alastair Singh-McCollum 

Assistant Curate: The Rev’d Stephanie Wood 

Volunteer Curate: The Rev’d Dr. John Thatamanil 

  

Director of Music:  David Stratkauskas 

Family Ministry Coordinator:  Ruth MacIntosh 

Parish Administrator:  Carol-Ann Zenger 

Honorary Assistant 
The Rev’d Canon Andrew Gates 

 

1611 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8W  2L5       Tel. 250-383-7169 / Fax 250-381-3573 

pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or for urgent calls only, use 250-516-9565 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    facebook.com/St.JohnVicBC 

twitter.com/StJohnVicBC     e-mail:  admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  
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