
Genesis 1:26–31 (ESV) 
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our  
image, after our likeness. And let them have  
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over the livestock and over all 
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.” 
27  So God created man in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created him; 
     male and female he created them. 
 
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 

the birds of the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold,  
I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on 
the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in 
its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to  
every beast of the earth and to every bird of the 
heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given 
every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And 
God saw everything that he had made, and behold, 
it was very good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the sixth day.  
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INTRODUCTION:   
 
 
What is my relationship to planet Earth? 
 
 
CONTENT (of our relationship to the Earth) 
 
CONTEXT (for our relationship to the Earth) 
 

Content 

 Let them have dominion (v26). 

 

 Be fruitful and […] multiply, fill, subdue, have dominion (v28). 

 

Other Stories 

 The Earth is real 

 Scientific Materialism 

 Paganism 

 Hedonism 



 The Earth is illusory (not really real) 

 Buddhism 

 Stoicism 

2. Platonism 

 Gnosticism 

  

Context 

  

 Make humankind in our image (v26). 

 

 “The image of God gives humanity both a different status and culpability among the creatures in the world.” 

                —Dru Johnson 

 

 God saw everything that he had made […] it was very good (v31). 

 

 “The world that is created by the personal God is […] never regarded by biblical faith as a problem to be  

 overcome. It is good. There are problems that arise within the world, to be sure. These must be overcome.” 

                —Iain Provan 

 

 “This passage clearly identifies humankind’s vocation of rule or dominion over creation not as tyrannical  

 exploitation of nature but as careful stewardship. God acts for the good of the creation and not for selfish  

 pleasure. God creates a perfect home for humankind, and at every point in God’s work, Genesis describes the 

 creation as ‘good’ and ‘very good.’ “Over this good creation, God calls the human ‘ruler’ to serve as steward or 

 under-sovereign rule over the earth. […] It is impossible to read this as suggesting that humans are free to do 

 what they like with God’s workmanship. Above all things, human caretakers are accountable to the divine  

 Creator for the world entrusted to their care.”  —Bartholomew & Goheen 

 

 “The Christian hope has constantly been understood as hope for human fulfillment in another world (‘heaven’) 

 rather than as hope for the eternal future of this world in which we live.”  —Richard Middleton 

 

 “The biblical story describes this world as a marvelous home prepared for humankind, a place in which men 

 and women and children may live and thrive and enjoy the intimate presence of companionship of the Creator 

 himself.”  —Bartholomew & Goheen 

 

 

 

 What is one thing in your life that you can change to demonstrate Godly care for the Earth? 

  


