
2022 Resolution #4 – Act on the postponement of 2019 Resolution #3 – Synodical Merger or 

Consolidation toward Increased Faithfulness in Stewardship and Mission: 

 RESOLUTION #3 (2019) Synodical Merger or Consolidation toward Increased Faithfulness in 

Stewardship and Mission 

 Submitted by Seeds of Faith Conference.  

This amendment was before the 2019 Western Iowa Synod Assembly as Resolution #3 and was 

postponed until 2020. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the 2020 Assembly was not held; it was brought 

forward for consideration in 2021. 

 WHEREAS, the Western Iowa Synod (WIS) is one of the original 65 synods of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA) that celebrated its thirtieth birthday in 2018; and  

WHEREAS, the ELCA continues to function under the original structure of sixty-five synods in nine 

regions; and WHEREAS, the membership, leadership and the budget of the Western Iowa Synod has 

declined significantly throughout those years, and that same pattern of decline seems inevitable in the 

foreseeable future; and Page 4 

 WHEREAS, as a church body we are called to be excellent stewards of God’s resources, including 

financial and people; and WHEREAS, decline cannot steal the church’s vibrancy and vitality it does invite 

and challenge us to become more efficient, faithful, and intentional about how we structure ourselves 

and use God-given resources to carry out God’s mission and ministry, and  

WHEREAS, merger or consolidation is not intended to be a “white flag of surrender,” but to strengthen 

and build up the church, WIS congregations must understand that increased benevolence to the WIS 

during this time of negotiation and transition is imperative in order to demonstrate to prospective 

partners that WIS congregations intend to shoulder our share of the financial and missional 

responsibility following any merger or consolidation; therefore, be it  

RESOLVED, that the congregations of Western Iowa Synod direct the Synod Council of the Western Iowa 

Synod to form a task team including the WIS Bishop, Rostered Leaders, and Lay Leaders, to invite 

neighboring synod bishops and synod councils or their appointed task teams to enter into dialogue, and 

negotiations with the purpose of consolidating and or merging operations with the goal of increased 

faithfulness in the areas of stewardship and mission, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that this process be undertaken in conversation and communication with the secretary of 

the ELCA and that recommendations for consolidation and or merger be brought forward to 

participating synod assemblies no later than 2022; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that WIS congregations commit to growth in benevolence to support this effort and the 

mission of God’s church.  

SA19.05.04 Motion to POSTPONE resolution #3 to the 2020 Synod Assembly. Motion was made, 

seconded, PASSED  

 



Resolution #6 (2021) – Postpone 2019 Resolution #3 – “Synodical Merger or Consolidation toward 

Increased Faithfulness in Stewardship and Mission” 

 Submitted by: Committee of Assembly Business and Counsel 

 This amendment was before the 2021 Western Iowa Synod Assembly as Resolution #6 and was 

postponed until 2022.  

WHEREAS this item is on the agenda for the Conference of Bishops to address and to provide a 

framework for a process; and  

WHEREAS no action has been taken to date on Resolution #3, and recent attention and efforts have 

been directed to ministering in the Covid pandemic; and 

 WHEREAS this would best be discussed in an “in person” (not virtual) assembly;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that 2019 Resolution #3 be postponed until the 2022 assembly. 

 The Committee of Assembly Business and Counsel reports this resolution and recommends its adoption.  

SA21.04.16 A motion and second were made to approve postponing this resolution until the 2022 

assembly. Motion was made, seconded, PASSED 

 

2022 Resolution #4 – The Committee of Assembly Business and Counsel reports this resolution and 

recommends its defeat. 


