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 “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about 

us.”  So said a pastor from the mid 1960’s called A.W. Tozer.  He was known as a man who 

pursued God.  He must have at some point observed that our thoughts about God greatly impact 

our lives.  So here’s the quote again – “What comes into our minds when we think about God is 

the most important thing about us.”   

 Now we may debate Tozer about the most important thing about us.  But the first half of 

his statement relates to what we’ve been talking about in this series.  What comes into your mind 

when you think about God?  And do you think God thinks of you?  We can think God looks at us 

with disappointment, anger, frustration and exasperation.  We may even conclude that He’s about 

to kick us out of His family.   

 Yet many of these thoughts about God are inaccurate.  Our perception about Him might 

be wrong or untrue.  That’s why we need the Bible. God’s Word corrects our misconceptions of 

His view of us.  So we’ve asked the question “What kind of a heart does Jesus have for us.”  

We’ve seen Jesus invite us to come to him because he is gentle and lowly in heart and we will 

find rest for our souls.  We saw Jesus’ compassionate heart for the harassed and helpless crowds.  

We saw Jesus ability to sympathize with our weaknesses for he has been tempted in every way 

like we are yet did not sin.   Last week we saw Jesus as the perfect high priests, who deals gently 

with the ignorant and wayward who come to Him.   

 Today we will get another picture of both the Father and Son’s heart for us.   This will 

potentially help those who might think God is fed up with us or has forgotten about us.  So let’s 

find out more about God’s heart for us in John 6 starting of verse 22 to 40. 

 
John 6:22-40 - ESV 

22 On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that there 
had been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his disciples, 
but that his disciples had gone away alone. 23 Other boats from Tiberias came near the 
place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the 



 

crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got into the boats 
and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 

25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did 
you come here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, 
not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for 
the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man 
will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.” 28 Then they said to him, 
“What must we do, to be doing the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the 
work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30 So they said to him, “Then 
what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? What work do you 
perform? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them 
bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was 
not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread 
from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to 
the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and 
whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and 
yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to 
me I will never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will 
but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should 
lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the 
will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” 

 
 This passage follows the feeding of the 5000.  There, Jesus multiplied 5 loaves and 2 fish 

to abundantly feed everyone in the crowd.   The people recognize Jesus is someone special.  

John 6:15 tells us that they want to make him king by force.  But this is not why Jesus has come.  

So he withdraws to the mountain to pray.  The disciples get into a boat to go back to their home 

base of Capernaum.  While on the sea, a storm rises up.  The disciples have to row against the 

wind.  After considerable time and effort, they see someone walking on the water.  They respond 

with fear like anyone of us would if we saw someone walking on water.  Yet Jesus reassures them 

that it is him and they need not fear.  This Gospel writer John does not include the incident with 

Peter getting out of the boat to join Jesus.  Instead the disciples welcome Jesus into the boat and 

they arrive at Capernaum.  

 The next day, the crowd that Jesus miraculously fed the day before, looks for Jesus.  But 

they can’t find him.  They noticed that he remained while his disciples got in a boat and left.  So 

they get into boats and go to Capernaum to seek Jesus.  They find him in Capernaum and ask 

how he got there.  



 

 But Jesus redirects the conversation away from his miraculous journey to Capernaum.  

Instead, he makes a penetrating observation about their motives.  He claims that they seek him 

for the wrong reasons.  They haven’t come to follow Him.  Instead, he discerns that they really 

want to secure an easy and permanent food supply.  So in verse 27 he says, “Do not work for 

food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to 

you.  For on him God the Father has set his seal.”   

 In other words, they sought more food like they had eaten the day before.  That food, if 

left out in the sun, would spoil.  But Jesus has food that endures to eternal life.  He can give it to 

them as the Son of Man from the father.   

In verse 28, they pick up on the word “works.”  Jesus said, “Do not work for food that 

perishes.”  So they think that if they do something, they will get this food.  They are still thinking 

physical food.  But Jesus is thinking of the spiritual food He offers.  So he says, “This is the work 

of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.”  So to receive this spiritual food that will endure 

to eternal life, they had to believe in Him.  That meant to acknowledge that He was sent from God 

the Father.  It also meant they would respond appropriately to one sent from God with worship, 

obedience and commitment.   

They seem to understand that He requires belief in Him to access this spiritual food.  Yet, 

they are not convinced about Him.  So they ask in verse 30, “Then what sign do you do, that we 

may see and believe you?  What work do you perform?  Our fathers ate the manna in the 

wilderness; as it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”  So this is strange.   

Haven’t they just seen a sign?  Haven’t they just tasted a miraculous provision of food?  

Yes but they may speak about a general expectation many had for the Messiah that was to repeat 

the miracle .  to repeat the miracle of continuous manna or bread from heaven.  That goes back 

to the Old Testament in Exodus when the Israelites left Egypt and went into the wilderness.  There 

was no consistent food supply there.  So God fed them by daily raining down a bread like 

substance.  When they got up in the morning, they would gather it from the ground.   You can find 

that account in Exodus 16.   



 

So in the feeding of the 500, Jesus took the existing 5 loaves and 2 fish and multiplied. 

But He didn’t rain down bread from heaven.  So they now demand that he repeat the sign from 

the Old Testament for the Israelites.  “Start providing bread from heaven.”  Then they would 

believe.   

Jesus answers in verse 32.  “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the 

bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven.”  So Jesus picks up on 

their statement “He gave them bread from heaven to eat” implying Moses gave them bread from 

heaven to eat.  Jesus corrects that by saying it was actually the Father.  He provides true bread 

from heaven.  “True” bread implies that the bread Jesus talks about is somehow superior to actual 

bread that you eat.   

Verse 33 – “For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to 

the world.”  So Jesus teaches about a different type of bread.  It is not bread for the stomach but 

bread for the soul.  This bread is found in a person – he who comes down from heaven and gives 

life.   

But it seems they still don’t get it in verse 34.   They say, “Sir, give us this bread.”  Notice 

they don’t call him Lord, but sir.  It is a title of some respect.  But it certainly does not reflect belief 

or understanding.  So Jesus was right about their motives and unbelief.   

Yet he makes everything clearer in verse 35.  “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to 

me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.”  Jesus claims to be the bread 

of life.  Anyone who comes and believes in him will not hunger or thirst.  So this is not talking 

about actual bread for we still get hungry after a few hours.  Yet our spiritual hunger can be 

satisfied when we come to and believe in Jesus.  Though we may still have spiritually dry times, 

our ultimate hunger for connection to God is satisfied when we come to Jesus.   

Then Jesus identifies the state of their hearts in verse 36.  “But I said to you that you have 

seen me and yet do not believe.”  They had seen him – the Son of Man, the bread who came 

down from heaven; the prophet who multiplied the loaves and fishes.  Yet they still did not believe.   



 

But their unbelief will not nullify Jesus’ claim.  It is not up to them whether or not Jesus is 

really the true bread of heaven.  It is here that we find Jesus heart for us today.  Verse 37 – “All 

that the Father gives me will come to me and whoever comes to me I will never cast out.”   

What kind of a heart does Jesus have for us?  Jesus has a heart of persevering love for 

whoever comes to Him.   He will never cast us out or drive us away.  Jesus’ love endures, 

continues and remains for those who come to Him.   This persevering love will never run out or 

come to an end.  He will never get so exasperated with us that He finally kicks us out of God’s 

family.   

 Jesus’ words here contain a double negative to emphasize the certainty of His persevering 

love.  “The one coming to me I will most certainly, never cast out.”  Author Dane Ortlund in His 

book Gentle and Lowly points to a mountain of theology in this verse.  He notes that Jesus says 

“All, not most.”  Once the Father sets his loving gaze on a wandering person, that person’s rescue 

is certain.  Jesus declares the Father’s involvement in our salvation.  It is not like Jesus’ receives 

us and how to convince the Father to accept us. You know how sometimes we’re okay with Jesus 

but not okay God or the Father.  We think God is the mean one and Jesus is the nice one.   

But here the Father Himself ordains our deliverance.  Notice the Father gives us to the 

Son.   We are gift to the Son.  It is the Father’s deep delight to freely entrust rebels into the 

gracious care of the Son.  He also notes that we “will come.”  God’s saving purpose for sinners is 

never thwarted.  He is never frustrated.  He never runs out of resources.  If the Father calls, we 

will come to Christ.   

 Yet we are not robots.  We are not dragged kicking and screaming.  Jesus receives 

whoever comes to Him. It’s like the Father works in us and on us to open our eyes. Christ becomes 

beautiful.  We desire to come.  Ortlund also notes that we come to Christ – not a set of doctrines 

or the church or even the Gospel – even though they’re important.  We come to a person, Christ 

Himself.  He says “whoever comes to me, I will never cast out.” 

 Yet why would Jesus say this?  Why would He emphasize so forcefully that He will 

certainly never cast out those who come to Him?  Or to bring it closer to home, why might we 



 

think Christ might cast us out?  One reason might be We’re convinced Jesus will eventually 

get sick of us.  Ortlund refers to a work by John Bunyan that unpacks this.  You may have heard 

of Bunyan, who wrote Pilgrim’s Progress.   Bunyan wrote an entire book on John 6:37.   He spent 

time examining why we might hesitate to come to Christ.  He finds that we are often afraid that 

Jesus will not receive us or remain with us because of our messed up lives or messed up thoughts.    

 Bunyan frames our objections in an imaginary conversation with Christ.   So here’s 

Bunyan’s conversation.   

But I am a great sinner, say you. “I will never cast you out,” says Christ. But I am an old 

sinner, say you. “I will never cast you out,” says Christ. But I am a hard-hearted sinner, say you. 

“I will never cast you out,” says Christ. But I am a backsliding sinner, say you. “I will never cast 

you out,” says Christ. But I have served Satan all my days, say you. “I will never cast you out,” 

says Christ.  But I have no good thing to bring with me, say you. “I will never cast you out,” says 

Christ. This promise was provided to answer all objections, and does answer them.1  

Then Ortlund says, “Fallen anxious sinners are limitless in their capacity to come up with 

reasons for Jesus to cast them out.  We are factories of fresh resistance to Christ’s love.  Even 

when we run out of tangible reasons, such as specific sins or failures, we tend to retain a vague 

sense that, given enough time, Jesus will finally grow tired of us and hold us at arm’s length.  

Ortlund composes his own imaginary conversations with Jesus. 

“No wait” – we say, cautiously approaching Jesus – “you don’t understand.  I’ve really 

messed up, in all kinds of ways.”  “I know,” Jesus responds.  “You know most of it, sure.  Certainly 

more than what others see.  But there’s perversity down inside me that is hidden from everyone.”  

“I know it all.”  “Well – the thing is, it’s not just my past.  It’s my present too.”  “I understand.”  “But 

I don’t know if I can break free of this any time soon.”  That’s the only kind of person I’m here to 

help.  “But the more of the ugliness in me you discover, the sooner you’ll get fed up with me.”  No, 

“Whoever comes to me I will never cast out.”  

                                                           
1 Ortlund, Dane C.. Gentle and Lowly (pp. 61-63). Crossway. Kindle Edition. 



 

We cannot present a reason for Christ to finally close off his heart to his own sheep.  No 

such reason exists.  Every human friendship has a limit.  If we offend enough, if a relationship 

gets damaged enough, if we betray enough times, we are cast out.  The walls go up.  With Christ, 

our sins and weaknesses are the very items that qualify us to approach him.  Nothing but coming 

to him is required – first at conversion and a thousand times thereafter until we are with him upon 

death. 2So we might hesitate to come to Christ because of our own sin or our belief that He will 

eventually get sick of us.  But he says “whoever comes to me, I will never cast out.”  

There’ another reason we may hesitate to come to Him.  We interpret difficult times to 

mean He has abandoned us.  When life is really tough, we can conclude that the only 

explanation is God has cast us out of His family.  Or God is out to get us.  Or God has abandoned 

us.   

I’ve seen it happen. We had a family friend whose 11 or 12 year old child was killed by a 

teenage drunk driver. A terrible devastating tragedy.  When that driver got a lenient sentence in 

the eyes of the father of the 12 year old, the father rejected God.  He concluded God had 

abandoned him and was unjust.  He lived for years in defiance of God.  I don’t know if he ever 

turned back.   

I think tough times threaten our confidence in God’s love and care for us.  We ask, question 

or wonder about God’s love and presence.  Ortlund says.  “As pain piles up, as numbness takes 

over, as the months go by, at some point the conclusion seems obvious.  We have been cast out.  

Surely this is not what life would feel like for one who has been buried in the heart of a gentle and 

lowly Savior?  But Jesus does not say that those with pain free lives are never cast out.  He says 

those who come to him are never cast out.  It is not what life brings to us but to whom we belong 

that determines Christ’s heart of love for us.”  

Our strength of resolve is not part of the formula of retaining his good will. 3    

                                                           
2 Ortlund, 64.   
3 Ortlund, 65.  



 

Then Ortlund provides a good example to grasp further Christ’s persevering love for us.  

Imagine a two year old begins to wade into the gentle slope of a wading pool.  He/she may 

instinctively grab their parent’s hand.  They hold on tight as the water gets deeper.  But a two year 

old’s grip is not very strong.  Before long it is not them holding onto the parent but the parent 

holding onto them.  Left to their own strength, the two year old would certainly slip out of the 

parent’s hand in deeper water.  But the parent determines that they will not let the child’s hand 

fall out of their grasp.  They are secure.   

So with Christ.  We cling to him, but our grip is that of a two year old amidst the storm 

waves of life.  His sure grasp never falters.  Ps. 63:8 – “My soul clings to you; your right hand 

upholds me.”  This is the persevering love of Christ.   

Even though those people from the crowd didn’t believe in Jesus as their Lord that day, 

God’s saving work would still advance.  In John 6:39, Jesus announces the will of His Father.  

“And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose no one of all that he has given me, but 

raise them up on the last day.  For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the 

Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”   

 So I would summarize the message like this today.  Jesus’ persevering love for 

whoever comes to Him invites us to stop excusing our hesitancy and return to Him.   When 

we sin or mess up, we can be so full of shame and self-loathing that we just want to hide.   Some 

humans quickly condemn, shame and scold us.  The devil certainly pounces on this.  He loves to 

tempt and cast doubt on God’s goodness.  But the moment we sin, he accuses us.  He wants to 

do anything He can to keep us from reconnecting with God in a meaningful way.  Zechariah 3:1 

– Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan 

standing at his right hand to accuse him.   

So if we get in a state where we conclude that because of our sin, Christ has finally rejected 

us, we need the truth of John 6:37.  We need this to cut through our despair, self-loathing and the 

accusations of the devil and others.  “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 

comes to me I will never cast out.”  So we come to Jesus with His persevering love and receive 



 

forgiveness.  We depend on Him to walk through the consequences of our sin.  We begin the 

journey towards wholeness and spiritual health.   

If we’re going through difficult times, we also need to resist the devil’s suggestion that God 

has forgotten about us or cast us out.  We need the truth of Jesus’ words to cut through those 

lies.  Then we return to Him for His comfort and strength as we go through hard things.   

So today, I want to invite you to come to Him.  If you have never come to Him, you need 

to personally trust Jesus Christ as a living person for forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  He 

receives you and welcomes you into his forever family.   If you already know Christ, come to Him 

today with wherever you’re at and whatever you face.  He will receive You and never cast you 

out.   

 


