
  
  
  

  

 

     Love is perhaps the greatest and noblest emotion. The entertainment industry uses love,

of the romantic variety, as the subject for most of their material. It seems that the 

entire world is enamored with the idea of romantic love. I would submit to you 

that the greatest authority on love is the One from whom love originates. The 

Bible declares that God is love (1 John 4:8) and He has written the world a 

love letter in the pages of scripture. 

     When the world speaks of love they are referring primarily to romantic love. 

Romantic love does have its origin with God. God created man and woman and 

provided the means for the romantic side of our human nature to be fulfilled. It is in 

the lifelong commitment between husband and wife in marriage. Not coincidentally, marriage

also symbolizes the eternal commitment of Christ to His bride, the church. But love is more

than just of the romantic variety. We human beings generally love people and/or things that

are lovable. In the Word of God we find a love that goes above and beyond the conditional

love of the world. God has chosen to love the unlovable. Look at a few verses from Romans

as we consider that astounding fact. 

For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would

even dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,

Christ died for us. Rom 5:7-8 

     The world’s warped concept of love is this: “I (the world) will love you as long as you are

beautiful, fulfilling of my desires and interests, and as long as it’s convenient for me. When I

am tired of you, I will move on to someone else.” This kind of love is a selfish, conditional

love. The world loves those that are esteemed worthy. 

     The word love in Romans 5:8 is the Greek word agape. The meaning of agape can be

described as a selfless, unconditional love. In other words, God doesn’t love the world

because there is anything at all lovable in it. In fact, we were the very enemy of God and

deserving of the wrath of God (Rom 5:9- 10). The closest example we have of agape love is

the love that mothers have for their children, but even that love does not do justice to the

agape love of God. God has chosen to commend (demonstrate) His love to an undeserving

world. 

     The wonder of the love of God is that God made a choice to love us before the foundation

of the world! His love for us was not conditional on us being deserving of it. Some may ask,

how do I know that God loves me? Simply by the following verse: 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosever believeth in him

should not perish but have everlasting life. John 3:16 
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   Many women say there is nothing like the scent of a newborn baby. Technically, the scent is more Johnson
& Johnson than it is baby. A baby, in fact, left to itself does not smell all that great.  I love cuddling a
newborn as well as anyone, but have you seen those hospital pictures of newborns before they are really
cleaned up? We all love them no matter what, but they are much cuter once they are washed and in those
little newborn outfits. 
   Ezekiel 16:4,5 (and various other portions of scripture) compare Israel to a newborn that no one cared to
clean or swaddle. The umbilical cord wasn’t even cut and properly cared for. In verse six God says, “I passed
by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood. I said unto thee….live.” God talks about how He not only
cleaned this “newborn,” but He gave it fine clothes and expensive jewelry.
   “Thou didst eat fine flour, and honey and oil; and thou wast exceeding beautiful and thou didst prosper
into a kingdom, and thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty, for it was perfect through my
comeliness, which I had put upon thee.” (Ezekiel 16: 13,14)
   The chapter paints a vivid picture of how God made a great nation out of a helpless people. How did they
repay Him? They used the beautiful garments he had given to deck out the high places where they
worshipped false gods. They made idols with the jewels. They offered the idols the very oil and incense God
had blessed them with and expected to be used in sacrifice to HIM. God likened it to whoredom! 
   We view sexual sin as vile and despicable, (as is any sin) but we, like Israel, have, in a sense, “cheated” on
God. He has given us both physical and spiritual blessings, but sometimes we find our satisfaction in those
blessings, not Him. We don’t literally bow down before idols, but can we really say that He takes first place
in our lives ALWAYS? 
   For instance, I struggle with doing things to please God not to please others. I don’t please the world. I
serve on the mission field and use the abilities and opportunities He has given me in a way I think that He
would want. However, I really, really like when others tell me how good I am for that. When my motivation
becomes to gain the applause of men (even spiritual men) more than to please God, I am as guilty of
idolatry as Israel. Maybe others use their talents for worldly gain or their money for temporal pleasure.
Maybe they trust in something God has given them, (job security, material possessions) more than they trust
in God. We really frown upon Israel’s idolatry, but we don’t have look so far to find it in our own lives (me
included.) Let’s all strive to do better. He deserves an undivided heart!
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