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I can remember a few years ago there was a video on you 
tube that had a guy recording a double rainbow. He was 
so moved with the vision of a double rainbow that when 
you hear him saying how amazed he was, he sounds 
close to tears. Then he repeats, “what does it mean? What 
does it mean?”  He is feeling that something so 
spectacular should have a deep meaning other that a 
wondrous vision.   

In our gospel today I wonder if that is how those from 
Nazareth felt as they heard about what their hometown 
boy was doing? Last week we heard how the water was 
turned to wine. He has been baptized and fought 
temptation in the wilderness. On his way to his hometown, 
he healed and performed miracles. Like many of us who 
have heard of those we grew up with or maybe watched 
grow up and succeed in their dreams I am sure there were 
those who would hear about these events and think 
“Jesus, really? I can remember when he was a boy   with 
his dad in the little shop” Maybe even say “He is the one 
who made that table there before he left to be a prophet.” 
Now here he is, back with the people he grew up with and 
when he went to the synagogue he was approached with 
a scroll and asked to do what he had been doing but for 
them. He knew what he wanted and when he read it, he 
sat down. What would you have thought? Likely, as our 
guy in the rainbow video, “What does it mean?” Jesus 
then tells us what it means. The scriptures have been 
fulfilled, but do they understand?   



The year of our Lord’s favour was also called a Jubilee 
year. This was a time, every 50th year to be set aside as a 
time for liberation and restoration. Interestingly the word 
jubilee means ram’s horn. This is why a ram’s horn would 
sound every 50 years and it would mark a year long time 
when wonderful things happened for the poor. Slaves 
were released, property liens would cancel and prisoners 
who couldn’t pay their debs were set free from the prisons. 
One of the studies I read said that Jeremiah 34:14 
suggests that the Jubilee Year had not been followed and 
that when King Zedekiah did try to institute the practice it 
was circumvented by the people. It is not clear if this was 
ever instituted but, you can imagine that to the people the 
money is owed to this is not the Good News they were 
hoping to hear from Jesus.   

We have the ability to sit here in 2022 and understand 
what Jesus means, or at least I hope so. Freedom is not 
the freedom from a prison and the lien that would be 
canceled is not one of a monetary nature. Jesus pays our 
debt from our sins on a cross and our freedom allows us 
to do service to our neighbours. We will receive sight by 
being able to see that Jesus the Holy Spirit we need for all 
these things to happen.   

Next week we hear that the good news is not clear to all, 
and I guess this is not something that has changed after 
all this time. Many people hear about Jesus and his 
ministry but find it hard to understand or believe. Seeing is 
believing and the literal word is what is heard. It is our roll 
in the church to help those who don’t understand help 
them see. Paul in our Corinthians reading reminds us that 
we are all part of the church. This is the first public 



teaching of Jesus we hear about. and it now our job to 
share the good new and proclaim the Good News, help 
those who ask, “What does it mean?”    

Many marvels in our world are enjoyed, the sunrise I 
spoke of last time and all the beauty around us. We see 
God’s work around us and our freedom from sin allows us 
to help spread the Good News of Jesus teachings.   

 


