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When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep water and let down your 

nets for a catch." Simon answered, "Master, we have worked all night long but have caught 

nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets."  

 

Have you ever been so tired even breathing was an effort? I would guess that Simon and the 

others felt that way. Fishing with nets is hard work. It is physically demanding. And trying all night 

but getting nothing would be emotionally draining as well. So, these men were exhausted and 

just wanted to get to shore, clear and pack up their nets and go home. But along comes a man 

who asks them to put out again so he could speak to the growing crowd. This was not just any 

man of course. This was Jesus. There must have been something about Him that Simon and his 

crew could see because they agreed to take Jesus out from shore. But then Jesus tells them to go 

back out again and fish once more. 

 

The exhaustion can be heard in Simon’s voice as he states, “Master, we have worked all night 

long but have caught nothing.” But Simon doesn’t stop there. “Yet if you say so, I will let down 

the nets.” Again, we detect something special about this man Jesus because, exhausted as Simon 

and his crew are, they trust Jesus and let down their nets again. 

 

And boy, are they glad they did! “When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their 

nets were beginning to break. So, they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help 

them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink.” 

 

Just when things looked their bleakest, a miracle happens, and they are abundantly blessed with 

more than they could imagine. Can you picture the looks on their faces? Can you imagine their 

joy? 

 

Or how about when the group who have been wandering around in the desert finally see the 

promised land? Can you imagine their joy? 

 

Well folks, we are about to come out of the desert. We are about to finally have all our hard work 

and patience pay off. This pandemic is going to finally end, and we will be able to do all those 

things we have been longing for. We have stayed faithful through the long period we have been 

forced to change our ways. We have learned to meet online through Facebook Live and YouTube. 

We have learned to social distance and wear masks. We have a new appreciation for being able 

to see each other’s faces and gather for coffee hour. 
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We have continued to serve our community through fundraisers. Just look at the success of the 

drives for the Salvation Army, Shelterlink and Monica Place. We had so much fun, and we raised 

a bundle at each.  

 

We have held each other up in prayer as we gathered virtually and in small groups on Sundays. 

We have held Bible Studies and special services. We have allowed AA and Al-Anon to meet during 

these challenging times.  

 

We have found ways to continue to support our parish financially even when we couldn’t put our 

envelope in the plate. Many have switched to automatic giving. Many have faithfully dropped 

their donations into the mail slot at the church. Each has found the best way to remain financially 

faithful and it helps us keep St James going. 

 

And God has witnessed our faithfulness and is pleased. God knows how difficult it has been just 

like Jesus knew how exhausted Simon was. But God says, “Just wait! I have wonderful things 

planned. Your boat will not be able to hold all the wonderful blessings and you will need to share 

them with others. Well done, good and faithful servants.” 

 

So, stay strong. Keep the faith. God is working in ways we can not imagine. We will return to the 

building. We will return to coffee hours and Bible Studies and Men’s breakfast and ACW events. 

We will feed our community at the Community Dinner. We will have a Christmas Bazaar and Tea 

and Scones. Oh, those magnificent scones. Can’t you just taste them! Our hall will be a hive of 

activity again. And our plans to redevelop will finally bear fruit. We will have BBQs and picnics 

and socials. We will arise stronger together. 

 

Thank you, St. James, for staying the course. Thank you for believing not only in this parish but 

also in God who sustains us. Now get ready because the Promised Land is just around the corner.  

 

Be ready. 


