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Text: Ephesians 5:1-7 

Title: Identity Crisis: Holy Love 
Summary: In this text we are being encouraged to imitate God by how we live. The way of love as Christ 
modeled for us is a Holy Love. Those who walk in it are identified by forgiveness, holiness, humility and 
service.  

Identity Crisis 

1. Who am I? I identify as a…  

2. Distinctions 

3. Identifications 

4. How then do we relate to each other?  

Small Group Question(s):  

1. Do you agree that we as a society at large and as individuals are in an identity crisis? Why or why 

not?  

2. Discuss the place that “borders” and boundaries have in our lives and how that interrelates with 

identity. 

Reading of the text 

Ephesians 5:1-7 “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But among you 

there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because 

these are improper for God’s holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, 

which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or 

greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath come on those who 

are disobedient. Therefore do not be partners with them.“ 

Be Like God 

We have learned to distinguish what God is like in many different ways through different classifications.1 

- Natural attributes (Greatness) “non-moral superlatives of God.” Spiritual – This was counter to 

the practice of idolatry and of nature worship.  God, being Spirit could not be represented by 

any physical object or likeness.2  Personal – He has a name. “He is an individual being, with self-

consciousness and will, capable of feeling, choosing and have a reciprocal relationship with 

other personal and social beings.”3  Life – He is alive. He is. Different from any other being in 

that He is self-existent. This is known from His name. Infinite – Not only unlimited but 

unlimitable. Boundless.  Inexhaustible. Constancy – He is unchanging. What He is He has forever 

                                                           
1 Erickson, Millard; Christian Theology; p.266, 267; Baker Book House Company, 1985 
2 Ibid. p.268 
3 Ibid. p.269 
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been and will forever be. I am constantly amazed that when we pray and we begin with time to 

thank and praise God that we are so quickly done. His greatness is unfathomably unlimited and 

wondrous.  

- Moral attributes (Goodness) “are those which in the human context would relate to the concept 

of rightness (as opposed to wrongness). As it relates to His Moral Purity is His Holiness (both 

uniqueness and sacredness), Righteousness (holiness applied to relationship. His Law is as 

perfect as He is) and Justice (God Himself acts in conformity with His law but also administers 

His Kingdom in accordance with His law.) As it relates to His Integrity is His genuineness (being 

true, both real and true as opposed to the many false gods), veracity (telling of the truth, 

represents things as they really are) and faithfulness (he proves true). As it relates to His Love 

(His basic attribute, 1 John 4:8) Is His benevolence (concern of God for the welfare of those 

whom He loves), grace (dealing with us based not on merit or worthiness but on need), mercy 

(tender hearted, loving compassion), and persistence (withholding judgment and continuing to 

offer salvation and grace over a long period of time)4.  

God describes Himself to Moses as compassionate, gracious; slow to anger, abounding in love and 

faithfulness, forgiving. (Exodus 34:6,7) 

So then, what does Paul want the Ephesians to know or do by imitating God?  

1. God is merciful.  

a. Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in 

Christ God forgave you.  

b. God forgives.  

- In order to understand this we must remind ourselves 

- God created the world, including male and female. Distinctly different but both made in 

His image. Genesis 1:27 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 

created him; male and female he created them.” 

- Loyalty tested, If you eat of it you shall surely die. Genesis 2:16,17 “And the LORD God 

commanded the man, “you are free to eat from any tree in the garden: but you must 

not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will 

surely die.” God’s moral law, requires obedience in act, attitude and nature. The 

punishment for sin is clearly identified. Death and separation from Him. In order for 

justice to be served payment must be made for breaking the moral law of God (sin).  

c. God forgives in Christ. This is the narrow gate. 

- Hebrews 9:22 “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” 

- This was done before Christ by the shedding of the blood of a young bull for the high 

priest and congregation; male goat for leader; female goat or lamb for the common 

person; dove or pigeon for the poor; or tenth of an ephah of fine flour for the very poor. 

(Leviticus 4:1-5:13; 6:24-30; 8:14-17; 16:3-22) 

                                                           
4 Ibid. chapter 13 pp. 283-296 



3 
 

- 1 John 2:2 “He (Jesus) is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also 

for the sins of the whole world.”  

- Isaiah 53:4-6 “Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 

considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for 

our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us 

peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep have gone 

astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the 

iniquity of us all.” The priests would lay their hands on the animal to transfer the guilt to 

the sacrifice as payment for sin.  

- The debt owed to fulfill the just requirements of the law was fulfilled in Christ. 

d. God forgives the individual in Christ. We engage this personally.  

- Therefore to those who have received and accepted this in faith by the grace of God 

have been saved from the wrath of God and the just punishment of sin.. (Ephesians 2:8) 

- Debt is forgiven. No longer guilty. 

- Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 

me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

himself for me.” Heavy moment to engage this verse for me. I am not absent from this. 

2. Therefore, Be Like God then.  

a. “Therefore” Imitate Him. Seeing as God in Christ forgave you, be the same. Imitate Him. Be 

like Him. Forgiveness even makes its way into the Lord’s Prayer. 

b. As dearly loved children. This is the message now for the family. The family that Paul has 

been emphasizing in this letter. It is bridging the hostility and the gaps between people. It is 

uniting them under one head that is Jesus.  

Small groups question(s): 

1. What is God like? 

2. How would you describe Him?   

3. So then, what does Paul want the Ephesians to know or do by imitating God? 

4. Forgiveness is key in every relationship. Agree or disagree. Explain why?  

Walk in the way of Love  

This is the path to be on. It is the path that Jesus Christ has led us on. It is the path on which he beckons, 

“Follow me.” It is a path of righteousness. When Christian began to climb the hill he sang, “I must climb 

up to the mountain top; Never mind if the path is steep, For I know that through strife lies the way to life, 

and the way-farer must not weep. So courage! My heart, don’t faint, don’t fear through the rough rock 

makes the way slow, the easy track only leads me back, up and on is the way I must go.”5Pilgrim’s 

Progress.  

1. Living the life of love 

                                                           
5 John Bunyan as retold by James H. Thomas, Pilgrims Progress in Todays English, Moody Bible Institute, 1964 
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a. As Christ loved, “Follow me.” Peter and Jesus after the miraculous catch of fish and Peter 

falls to his knees and says to Jesus to get away from him for he is a wicked man. Jesus lifts 

him to his feet and says, “Follow me” Talk about a pivoting moment.  

b. Gave himself up for us 

Humility to set aside in order to extend benefit of his mercy towards us. We are the object 

of His love. “Dearly Loved children” In our stead, that which we in ourselves are powerless 

to do. “The offerer, and the offering that He offered, were one and the same.”6 (John 15:13; 

Roman 5:8) 

c. Offering and sacrifice to God 

- ““offering” expresses generally His presenting Himself to the Father, as the 

Representative undertaking the cause of the whole human race.7 It is usually an 

unbloody offering, in a limited sense. 

-  “Sacrifice, refers to His death for us exclusively.”8 He is here in reference to Psalm 40:6 

also quoted in Hebrews 10:5-10. “And by that will, we have been made holy through the 

sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” V.10. How much does God love His 

children? He expressed just how much by paying the very costly debt. 

- “fragrant” as in God is well pleased and so is thereby reconciled to God. 

- mercy, mercy, mercy. Jesus paid the debt. This is the way of love. 

Holy Love  

1. But. This is a big … deal. This is a hard way. It is easy to stray off the path. It is easy to be 

deceived. The noise. The whispers. The appetite. They are all alluring. Remember this is for the 

children of God, the body of Christ 

a. Not even a hint – Not the smallest amount.  Holy doesn’t mix. 

b. Do not be deceived 

- The churches identity is also in crisis because we are listening to the whispers. There are 

voices in the body of Christ that are saying, “It is ok to sin”, “continue living in sin.” “it’s 

no big deal.”  Breaking the moral law of God in act, attitude and nature and believing 

there to be no judgment.  

- Warning: do not leave your sin uncovered… by the blood of the Lamb who is the atoning 

sacrifice for the sins of the world. This is why confession and sanctification is an ongoing 

priority in the life of the child of God and has implications in the body of Christ.  

c. Objects of God wrath, the disobedient 

Not even a hint of sexual immorality, any kind of impurity, or greed is acceptable for God’s 

Holy people. The Old Testament was clear on the acts but Jesus raised the bar here and 

included the mind. Our attitudes count. We can sin be looking and thinking in our heart. 

Not even a hint of obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking. They are out of place. 

d. No immoral, impure or greedy person has any inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ and of 

God. So don’t partner with them. Beware of the wayward. 

                                                           
6 Commentary of Ephesians 5, by A.R. Fausset via the Blueletterbible.org  
7 Commentary of Ephesians 5, by A.R. Fausset via the Blueletterbible.org 
8 Ibid. 
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God’s wrath and judgment will come on all who are not covered by the Blood of Jesus 

Christ, the spotless Lamb of God. Do not be deceived that holiness doesn’t matter. There is 

simply no other way. This is the path of righteousness.  

 

Small groups question(s): 

1. There is a personal aspect to maintaining holiness but also a corporate. Describe how both are 

important.  

2. Describe the differences between “dearly loved”, object of God’s love and the “disobedient”, 

objects of God’s wrath.  

3. Why would partnering with the disobedient make a difference in the body of Christ, the church? 

Application  

We then as imitators of God should be easily identified, because we are different. We don’t look like the 

world because we look like Jesus. We don’t act like the world because we act like Jesus. We don’t speak 

like the world because we speak like Jesus. We don’t smell like the world because we smell like Jesus. 

What is important to us is not important to the world because the world does not care for what is 

important to Jesus. We don’t believe what the world believes because we believe in Jesus.  

 

Read: John 13:1-17 

1. John 13:1-17 “he now showed them the full extent of his love.”  

a. He got up from the meal 

b. Took off his outer clothing  

c. Wrapped a towel around his waist 

d. Poured water into a basin 

e. Washed his disciples feet 

f. When he had finished he put on his clothes 

g. Returned to his place 

Read: Philippians 2:1-11 

2. Philippians 2:1-11 

a. Same love 

b. In humility consider others better than yourselves 

c. Your attitude should be the same as Christ Jesus. 

d. Though in nature God did not consider equality with God something to attain 

e. Made himself a servant 

f. To the glory of God. This is the astonishing reward. This is how our lives will be as we live in 

Holy Love. To His glory forever. 
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Conclusion 

How can we live in these differences? Paul’s answer was simple. Imitate God. Thankfully he says more. 

His letter to the Ephesians has reminded us that in Christ, a life lived in Holy Love will be:  

a. Identified by forgiveness, as we have personally received His forgiveness.  

b. Identified by Holiness, He has made us Holy through His sacrifice 

c. Identified by humility, He did not consider equality with God something to attain 

d. Identified by service, He made Himself a servant.  

Small groups question(s): 

1. Are you ready to stand out or are you content to blend in?  

2. Does anyone in South Winnipeg know that we are here because we live like Jesus?  

3. Are we any different than Sobeye’s, J. H. Bruns, Monarch Industries? 

4. What do we look like to the residents of Sage Creek? Southdale? Island Lakes? Windsor Park? St. 

Vital?  

5. Can they see Jesus in us? 

6. Discuss how forgiveness, holiness, humility and service has room to grow in your personal life 

and our life together as a church. 


