Be All That You Can Be!
Series on I Peter #1
I Peter 1:3-22

When you place your faith in Christ as your Savior, your sins are forgiven, you receive new spiritual life and your destiny is changed – Heaven awaits! But what about the here and now, the gap between pardon and paradise. God has redeemed us for a purpose. He calls us to…  

I.  Be Hopeful – Our Emotions:  

A. Defined (vs. 3 -5,13) –


B. Despair (vs. 6-8) –
   

C. Destiny (v. 4, Rm. 8:18) - 

II.  Be Prepared – Our Thoughts:  

A. Defined (5:8)  -


B. Remove (Eph. 4:31) -


C. Replace (Phil.4:8) -  

III.  Be Holy – Our Actions:

A. Defined (v. 15) – Holiness is ____________,
the family resemblance.

B. Obey (vs. 2,14,22) -


C. Resist (vs. 18, 5-9) -


God’s redemptive plan for us includes not only our salva- tion, but He longs for us to be all that we can be in Christ. Peter is a perfect example of one who experienced God’s transformational power as he yielded control to the Spirit!
- Author: v.1 “Peter an apostle of Jesus Christ” The fisherman, one of the original 12 disciples. (5:1)  

- Audience: v. 1 Believers, both Jewish and Gentile, scattered around the Roman empire going through trials. 

- Purpose: Encouragement and instruction of a group who were experiencing extremely challenging times of trial and persecution. “Don’t give up!”

Going Deeper:

1. Do you ever dream about Heaven? Do you ever try to imagine what it will be like to be in God’s pre- sence and not have to deal with the pain of sin or of   struggle caused by the Fall?  

2. Have you ever experienced a time of testing (phys- ical, emotional or spiritual) which was very tough, yet you eventually saw a benefit/blessing as a result of going through that trial?

3. If you had to choose any character of the Bible, who would be your hero? Why? Would Peter even make the top five of your “most admired” list?  

4. Have you ever had to encourage someone going through a very difficult time? If you have, what did you say or do? Why is listening such an important part of comforting?

5. Personal:  Are you personally aware of the power – ful warfare being waged against you as a believer in the world today? How do you protect yourself?

Questions for Our Kids:  


1. What do you know about the man named Peter in the Bible? Can you make a list of things the Bible says about him?  

2. Peter talks about being “strangers” (v. 1,17). Have you ever been a stranger in a different country? Why would He call us strangers?
