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Irish statesman Edmund Burke is often misquoted as having said, “Those
who don’t know history are destined to repeat it.”  Spanish philosopher George Santayana is credited
with the aphorism, “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”  British
statesman Winston Churchill wrote, “Those that fail to learn from history are doomed to repeat it.”
Lessons from the past may not always ward off doom, but they can provide insights into the present
and even the future.

After Joshua died, the people of Israel strayed from God as Moses had predicted.  “After that
generation died, another generation grew up who did not acknowledge the LORD or remember the
mighty things he had done for Israel” Judges 2:10. This led to idolatry and general unholiness.  In the
book of Judges, we discover the consequences of faithfulness or lack of faithfulness to the Sinai
Covenant – see Judges 2:11-19.

Harry Wendt, in the Crossways Bible Study materials, explains the pattern that unfolds in
Judges, as follows: Apostacy: Israel sins. Battering: God uses neighboring nations to punish His
people. Cry: Israel cries to God for help. Deliverance: God raises up a judge to deliver His people.

In the biblical text, it reads as follows: Apostacy: “The Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight.
They forgot about the LORD their God, and they (sin specified). Battering: Then the LORD burned
with anger against Israel, and he turned them over to (name of ruler or nation). And the Israelites
served (name of ruler or nation) for (number) years. Cry: But when the people of Israel cried out to
the LORD for help, the LORD raised up (name of judge) to save them.” Deliverance: The story of
the judge is recounted, and the section is closed with: “So there was peace in the land for (number)
years.”

In today's godless and self-centered society, we do not experience the abundant joy, peace,
and love that God so desires for us.  Instead, our world is hurting in a staggering number of ways.  In
my opinion, much of the division and anger we experience is caused by two things: a general neglect
of God’s word, and a general attempt to manage our lives as if there is no God.

Rebellion and sin entered the world through our original parents.  By now, we are aware of
sin’s far-reaching consequences for all of humanity.  We also know that God takes sin and sinful
lifestyles seriously – enough to send His Son Jesus to die for our sins and provide a way for our
eternal salvation.  The question is: Do we also hate sin?  Do we hate sin enough to pray for our world,
and turn it over to God?

Billy Graham once said: "The Bible is the only Book in the world that predicts the future.  The
Bible is more modern than tomorrow morning's newspaper."

St. Paul warns: “We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every
wind of doctrine, by people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming.  But speaking the truth
in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,  from whom the whole
body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working
properly, promotes the body's growth in building itself up in love” Ephesians 4:14-16.

All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every
good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17

In what ways do we need to repent and turn to God?  Do we rely upon our feelings or science
or social media or the government to be the guide for our lives?  Or, do we read God’s Word and seek
His will in prayer as the foundation of our lives?
Pastor Lee
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP at 9:00 am EACH SUNDAY!
In-Person – Masks are not required in our building. For those who wish to wear a mask, please do
so. We want everyone to feel as comfortable and safe as possible. We understand that the comfort
levels of each family may be different. Please keep this in mind as you enter the building and
respect the decisions of others regarding masks and social distancing.
Live Stream – www.stpaulsfunkstownmd.org Facebook Live – www.facebook.com/stpaulsfunkstown

In an effort to make our worship service more accessible to all members of our congregation and
community, we have added a telephone call option for Sunday morning worship. Please see the
UPDATED call-in options below:
Telephone Number: (301)-715-8592
Meeting ID: 879-9769-0244 
Passcode: 1771

Tithes and Offerings
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your word says

that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. Accept our tithes and offerings as a
gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for the effective growth of your kingdom. May Christ dwell
in our hearts through faith so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. May we be filled with all the fullness of God.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.

THANK YOU for your faithful & generous giving, which helps us to share the good news of
Jesus.  Please visit our website www.stpaulsfunkstownmd.org and click GIVE to learn about
electronic giving options.  You can also mail your offerings to the church or drop them off during office
hours, which are 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.

December Receipts $  34,773.94
December Expenses $  22,306.32
Principal paid on debt $352,359.72

Bible Study is held on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am. Everyone is invited!  Please come as you are
able (weekly attendance is wonderful but not required).

Prayer Ministry
Remember these brothers and sisters in Christ in your daily prayers:

February 6 Nancy James, David and Patricia John, Tim Johnston, Travis and Kelly Kable,
Nicholas and Ethan Keller

February 13 Wilbur and Barbara King Sr, Tammy King, Reatha Kline, Ravenna Kline, Richard A.
and Faith Kline, Robert and Penny Kline, Lindsay Kline, Wesley Kline

February 20 Brenna Lang, Stephanie Leonard, Gracie Leonard and Kali Myers, Lilah Myers,
Karen, Rachel and Aaron Lighter, Susan Logan, Cindy Lucas,

February 27 Karen Luther, Meghan Luther, William Luther III, Jackie Lyles, Courtney, Alex, Jack
and Hazel Maguire, Heather McCleaf, Ronald and Dru McNamee, Kristen McNamee,
Dan and Charlotte Miller, David Miller

We want to thank everything who reached out to us during the many days Andy was in the hospital,
your calls and offers of support were greatly appreciated.  We want to thank everyone who came to
the funeral home, or church, and sent us cards. Most importantly thank you for your prayers before,
during and after Andy's death.   Karen, Rachel, and Aaron Lighter
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Newsletter News The deadline to receive information for the March newsletter is NOON on
February15, so we can publish it by the end of February.

Noisy Offering will be on February 13. We will provide containers in the Narthex to receive your
offering.

Night Out will be held on Tuesday February 15, at Bistro 11, at 6:00 pm.  Come and have a relaxing,
casual dinner and fellowship with your fellow disciples.  Remember, all men and women of the
congregation (and your friends) are invited to participate.

Slippery Pot Pie Dinner will be held on Saturday, February 19, 2022 from 2-5 pm.  Chicken and
Ham Pot Pie dinners available for carryout only.

All Ministry Team Meetings will take place on February 6.  This can be simple and quick after
worship on Sunday. Please provide a brief summary of what is being planned and worked on. It has
been 2 years since formal meetings and activities have taken place. Committee's are asked to turn in
a report to Carol Ann's office no later than Monday, February 7.

The Teen Angel Ministry of St. Paul’s connects with children as they move to the teenage years.
Members anonymously "adopt '' one of our teens and shower them with things that they may like or
are interested in.  Don't fret, there is an info sheet you will receive that has everything they want you
to know about them. Traditionally it includes:  gifts at holidays, birthday's, major life celebrations, and
periodic words of encouragement and praise.  You have full reign to be as creative as you can!  A
reminder that you are to remain anonymous throughout the entirety, and a gift should be signed “Your
Teen Angel”. We currently have 2 teens in our congregation that are in need of a Teen Angel. If you
are interested in being an Angel to one of our teens, please see Connor Shank for the details

THANK YOU to those who have already helped with Snow Removal. If you are available to help with
snow clean-up after a storm, please contact Barry Warrenfeltz.

Updates from Council:
+ A suggestion was made at the November Congregational Meeting to discuss a change of

worship time. At this time NO ACTION will take place on this matter. We have decided to
resume the telephone call-in option for worship for those without access to the internet or
unable to join in person.

+ We are still working through the process of bringing a child care program to St. Paul's. We will
provide the congregation with updates as they are made available to us. Thank you for your
positive, thoughtful, and prayerful considerations!

250th Anniversary Committee meeting will be held on January 30, 2022 in the Bible Study room
downstairs after worship. 
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February Birthdays
3 Robin Brown 15 Jeffrey Doanberger 21 Timothy Johnston

David Wolford
7 Brenda Wing 16 Peggy Shank

Valerie Schmidt 23 Karen Luther
8 Brantley Rodgers

18 Shirley Gardner* 24 Elizabeth Reeser
9 Karen Pierce Heather Mc Cleaf Luke Hebb

Donna Unger
19 Robert Wilson 26 Raymond Barger, Sr. *

11 Dick Shipley* Theresa Collins
Hal Brandenburg 27 Victoria Baker

20 William Luther, III
1
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Lauren Horan 29 Harriet Pryor*

Kendra Forcino *=80 years and over

February Anniversaries
11 Clayton & Susan Unger 24 Greg & Pamela Young

Winter Cancellations
In the event that it is necessary to cancel a Sunday worship service or any other church activity due
to inclement weather, we will announce the cancellation on radio stations, WARK, WHAG, WJEJ, on
television station WHAG, on our website and on the answering machine at the church office.  While
every effort will be made to provide as much advance notice as possible, decisions sometimes cannot
be made until the last minute.  During the week, if Washington County Schools dismiss early or are
closed due to inclement weather, St. Paul’s will also cancel activities on those days.  Please always
use your best judgment when determining if it is safe for you to travel to attend a scheduled event.

2022 Offering Envelopes are available in the Fellowship Hall.

Upcoming Events
February 1, 8, 15, 22 – Crossways Bible Study at 10:00 am
February 6 – All Team Meeting
February 8 – Council Meeting 7:00 pm
February 13 – Noisy Offering
February 15 – Night Out 6:00 pm at Bistro 11
February 19 – Slippery Pot Pie Dinner 2-5 pm

Church Office Hours Monday through Friday, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Church Secretary Carol Ann Rossman
Pastor Lee Brumback
Director of Music Cara Price
Council President Connor Shank
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