
Genesis 1:26–27 (ESV) 
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our  
image, after our likeness. And let them have  
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over the livestock and over all 
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.” 
27  So God created man in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created him; 
     male and female he created them. 
 

Genesis 2:7 
7 then the Lord God formed the man of dust from 
the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life, and the man became a living creature . 
 

Psalm 8:1–9 
O Lord, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2     Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 

you have established strength because of your foes, 
    to still the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of 
your fingers, 
    the moon and the stars, which you have set in 
place, 
4 what is man that you are mindful of him, 
    and the son of man that you care for him? 
5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the 
heavenly beings 
    and crowned him with glory and honor. 
6 You have given him dominion over the works of 
your hands; 
    you have put all things under his feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, 
    and also the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 
    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
9 O Lord, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
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INTRODUCTION:   
 
 
What story makes the best sense of our belief that human beings have value, dignity, and worth? 
 
 
 

1.  The ancient religious story 

 “Slaves and brute animals . . . cannot form a state, for they have no share in the happiness or in a life of free 

 choice.”  —Aristotle 

 

 “the male is by nature superior, and the female inferior, and the one rules, and the other is ruled.”  —Aristotle 

 



2.  The modern scientific story 

 “That man is the product of causes that had no prevision of the end they were achieving; that his origin, his 

 growth, his hopes and fears, his loves and his beliefs, are but the outcome of accidental collocations of  

 atoms … that all the labors of the ages, all the devotion, all the inspiration, all the noonday brightness of  

 human genius, are destined to extinction in the vast death of the solar system … Only within the scaffolding  

 of these truths, only on the firm foundation of unyielding despair, can the soul’s habitation henceforth be  

 safely built.”  —Bertrand Russell 

  

3.  The western individualist story 

 “Sheila Larson is a young nurse who has received a good deal of therapy and describes her faith as ‘Sheilaism.’ 

 ‘I believe in God,’ Sheila says. ‘I am not a religious fanatic. I can’t remember the last time I went to church. My 

 faith has carried me a long way. It’s Sheilaism. Just my own little voice.’ Sheila’s faith has some tenets beyond 

 belief in God, though not many. In defining what she calls ‘my own Sheilaism,’ she said: ‘It’s just try to love your

 self and be gentle with yourself. You know, I guess, take care of each other. I think [God] would want us to take 

 care of each other.’”  —Habits of the Heart, Robert Bellah 

 

4.  The forgotten Genesis story 

 a.  Human beings are dust 

  Genesis 2:7 

 

  “You technically have 2 minutes to live but every time you breathe it restarts the timer.” 

 

 b.  Human beings are divine 

  “Human beings were not made on the sixth day because we come late in God’s thinking, when he is tired, 

  but because we represent the high point of creation.”  —Ian Provan 

 

  Genesis 1:26–27 

 

  Psalm 8:3– 6 

  

  “We are very, very small, and we are very, very significant.”  —Tim Challies 

 

 c.  Human beings are destined for glory 

  “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being.”  Hebrews 1:3 

 

  “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son.” 

  Romans 8:29 

 

  “What we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, 

  for we shall see him as he is.”  1 John 3:2   


