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Preparing ourselves… for the Spirit! 
The last couple days, I’ve had the opportunity to hear The Rev. Dr. Cheryl Peterson give the keynote presentations on the 
theme, Who is The Church? In inquiring into this question, Dr. Peterson focuses on the role of the Holy Spirit. She 
acknowledges that—as Lutherans—we haven’t tended to talk about the Spirit very much. We are very focused on Jesus 
and how we are assured of our salvation through him. Martin Luther, however, had a very deep understanding of the 
role of the Holy Spirit in our lives and in the church. In his explanation in the Small Catechism of the third article of the 
Apostle’s Creed, he summarizes the work of the Spirit: 
 

“I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.” 
 

What does this mean? 

Answer: I believe that by my own reason or strength I cannot 
believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him. But the Holy 
Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with 
his gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in true faith, just as 
he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian 
church on earth and preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in 
the one true faith. In this Christian church he daily and 
abundantly forgives all my sins, and the sins of all believers, 
and on the last day he will raise me and all the dead and will 
grant eternal life to me and to all who believe in Christ. This is 
most certainly true. 

  

In this time when we see the downward trends in our society in church membership, congregations tend to ask the 
question, How can we do church better? Instead, Dr. Peterson points out that this is the wrong question. The real 
question is: Who is The Church? In particular, how do we develop the openness and 
capacity to recognize how God is at work and what the Spirit is yearning to do through 
us.  
During this season of Epiphany or Revealing, we continue to focus on the stories from 
Luke of the firsts in Jesus’ ministry and couple them with resonant texts from Luke’s 
second volume, Acts: 

The First Miracles, The First Converts, The First Disciples 

  

I invite you to become Spirit detectives as we listen to how the Spirit was at work then 
and get curious about how it is at work now. 
  
Peace, 
  
 

  
A note about worship planning… 
We are enheartened to see indications that the COVID numbers might 
have peaked here in Calgary. We are hopeful that we may be able to 
return to in-person worship this month (February).   
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… love God with all your heart 

God Loves Imperfect Things 
  

In this Daily Reflection for January 23, 2022, Father Richard shares 
that both Genesis and the Gospels point us to the truth that “everyone 
belongs.” He believes several of his meditations this week are the very 
heart and foundation of his teaching. Read them twice! 
 

Try to think of the Reign of God as Jesus’ way of saying “the Big 
Picture” or “in the Largest Frame.” It is not a place as much as the ultimate perspective, the 
perspective of God. Whenever we open ourselves to the Big Frame, our little frame of 
reference shrinks into proper perspective or even falls away entirely. 

Life can’t be based on what is passing; it can’t be based on transitory images. Instead, we 
have to base it on the lasting truth, on the truth of who we are, on the truth of this creation, 
which God says is “very good” (Genesis 1:31). 

Our problem seems to consist in the fact that we’re convinced of not being good. And we 
need a great deal of trust to believe God’s pronouncement that everything God created is 
very good—even in its imperfect state. We seem to believe that only perfect things are 
lovable. Yet the Gospels say very clearly that God loves imperfect things, which is really 
everything! Perfection is invariably our own self-created notion, manufactured largely in our 
own thinking mind or by our culture; thus, it is both delusional and, finally, self-defeating—
as well as a major enemy and obstacle to loving what is right in front of us.     

Only God can lay claim to perfection. Yet we keep plowing ahead, demanding a desired 
and expected response from ourselves and from the world, even when we seldom get it. We 
then use this disappointing information to notice everyone else’s imperfection! Such a false 
crusade only gets more compulsive and demanding the older we get. 

Those who don’t have anything to prove or protect believe they are loved as they are. But 
we who have spent our lives ascending the spiritual ladder have a harder time hearing this 
truth. For the truth isn’t found up at the top of our striving, but down at the bottom in our 
deepest nature. By trying to climb the ladder upward we miss Christ, who comes down 
through the Incarnation. 

The proclamation of the Reign of God is a radical political and theological statement. It 
has nothing to do with being perfect. It has to do with living inside the Big Frame, the final 
and full state of affairs, the lasting perspective. The gospel is before all else a call to live 
differently, so that life can be shared with others. In other words, the gospel is ultimately 
calling us to a stance of simplicity, vulnerability, dialogue, powerlessness, and humility. 
These are the only virtues that make communion and community and intimacy possible. 

  
  
Adapted from Richard Rohr, Simplicity: The Freedom of Letting Go, rev. ed. (New York: 

Crossroad Publishing, 2003), 56, 57, 58; and 
“The Trap of Perfectionism: Two Needed Vulnerabilities,” “Perfection,” Oneing, vol. 4, 

no. 1 (Albuquerque, NM: CAC Publishing, 2016), 74, print, PDF. 
  
  
  

https://email.cac.org/t/d-l-akynkk-tlkriiahi-r/
https://email.cac.org/t/d-l-akynkk-tlkriiahi-y/
https://email.cac.org/t/d-l-akynkk-tlkriiahi-j/
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I am excited and reinvigorated about our online presence as a church.   In January I took a three 

part workshop that gave me two major take-aways: Sunday worship is 1 hour on Sunday, how 

can we connect on the other 167 hours and the idea of  Invitation not Presentation.  So I invite 

you to come along with me as I experiment, try new things, fail, and try again. 

Did you know we 

have a number of 

groups that meet outside of Sunday 

Worship?  I am sure that you did, but when 

was the last time you thought about them, 

and if they might be right for you?  As all of 

our lives have turned into a hybrid of online 

and in person—so too have our groups.  I 

invite you to take a look at our list of 

groups.  Perhaps there is one for you. 

Reintroduction to Elvanto & Details on 

Groups click this link to view a quick video 

on using Elvanto and Groups 

The other new concept 

and feature I 

have added to 

the website recently is the “Next Steps” 

button.  No matter where you are in your journey 

with Christ, this button is meant to act as invitation. 

Pop over to the website and check out the new 

button.  It is on the bottom right of the page.  When 

you click it a launcher will open with prompts. 

This will take 

you to a secure prayer wall.  

Without a password you can submit 

a Prayer Request and take a 

moment to pause and pray. 

If you would like to view the prayer 

wall and pray for other members 

you will need a password.  Prayers 

are personal and vulnerable, and 

we would like to protect that.  You 

can find the password on the 

Landing Page of Elvanto (click the 

Member Log in on the top right of 

the website).  The password in 

ELCOC. 

 

 

Reintroduction to our Website Video 

click this link to view a quick video as 

a reintro to our webpage. 

https://www.loom.com/share/3f06feb8126141659d56444a679961f1
https://www.loom.com/share/3f06feb8126141659d56444a679961f1
https://www.loom.com/share/1fe46c0e280c4a8ea9bdc1e2d5c9855a
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Study coming in March! 

Discipleship in a Democracy 

7pm Tuesdays in March 8, 15, 22 & 29 

 

Conventional wisdom states that one should avoid 

talking about religion and politics. When we hear the 

word “politics,” what usually comes to mind is 

partisan politics. Politics (in its truest sense) simply 

means the affairs of the city/society. 

 

We are all participants in our society. As Christians, we also called to love our neighbour. What does it look 

like to live our Christian calling: 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 
As part of our Lenten emphasis of deepening our discipleship, you are invited to join in a study called, 
Discipleship in a Democracy. The primary resource is a social statement produced by the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) titled Government and Civic Engagement in the United States: Discipleship in 
a Democracy. Though written for Lutherans in the U.S., the questions and issues it addresses apply to 
Lutherans’ participation in Canadian democracy. 
 
Sessions will be on Tuesday evenings from 7-8:30pm March 8, 15, 22 & 29. Consider making this part of 

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Government_and_Civic_Engagement_Social_Message.pdf?_ga=2.123547470.476439781.1643729895-1576587867.1637602146
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Government_and_Civic_Engagement_Social_Message.pdf?_ga=2.123547470.476439781.1643729895-1576587867.1637602146
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Men’s Breakfast Study 
Temporarily suspended due to COVID. 

New dates to follow... 

… love God with all your mind 

 
Who is this Jesus?  

What is this Spirit?  

with Pastor Phil 

Luke’s story of Jesus and the Early Church 

9:30-11:00am, Wednesday mornings  

Online Only: Zoom Prayer Room  

 

On Wednesday mornings, you are invited to join a 

conversation about the Bible, God and life as we try to 

figure out what it means to navigate life as a Christian! 

No prior Bible knowledge is required and questions are 

encouraged.  Those that have attended know that no 

rabbit trail is left unpursued! The scripture texts below 

are the starting point for these conversations:  

• Feb 9th—Acts 3:1-26 Luke 4:31-37   

• Feb 16th—Acts 2:37-42 Luke 4:38-41   

• Feb 23rd—Acts 6:1-6 Luke 4:32-5:11 

 

In order to minimize exposure, we are continuing to 

gather online only. Please go the website and click on 

the link to the Zoom Prayer Room.  
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Looking ahead to Lent… 

A Call to Deepen our Discipleship 
 

This year, we are reading through the gospel of Luke. In the sixth chapter of Luke, 

the twelve disciples are named and then he gives them a sermon. In Matthew, it is 

called the Sermon on the Mount. In Luke, it is often referred to as the Sermon on the 

Plain. This year, we will be reading and pondering these texts throughout Lent. You 

are invited to use these texts as a  primer on revisiting what it looks like to be a 

disciple of Jesus. How might you take the next step in your worship, prayer, service, 

giving, inviting, encouraging and studying? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eternity for Today has long been a 

daily devotional resource of the 

ELCIC. Now you can get this 

devotional series on your iPhone, 

Android, Blackberry or computer 

desktop!  Download the app from 

iTunes or from your App provider (search ELCIC or Eternity for Today) and 

sign up online here. Don't have a smartphone? View the devotions on 

your computer desktop! Find out more here.  The good old paper copies are 

available at the church at the East Door. 

Noon, March 2, 2022 

http://albertasynod.us12.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=c85b647307&e=3b7d2dc581
http://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=3c34af49ca&e=3b7d2dc581
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Do you have a project you would like to bring to 
life at Lutheran Church of the Cross?  The 
Mission Endowment Fund could make that 
happen.  We have achieved our goal of $100,000 
so we can accept applications from interested 
parties. 

Here is what you need to know: 

-applications are available on the church website 
(https://www.churchofthecross.ca/pages/
mission-endowment-fund) or from Stacey. 

Your project needs to focus on enlarging the mission of our church in areas of Social Ministry, Outreach, 
Education, Worship and Youth.  Deadline for applications is from February 28th to June 1st, 2022 

Hopefully this will be an annual event with proceeds from investments.  If you are wondering what could 
qualify just ask.  It could be VBS, Summer camp, mission...just some ideas but yours.  Questions?  Ask Hanna 
Janzen, Gates Fortier, Stephen Maunula, Kathy Bishop or Pastor Phil. 

I have been listening to this audio book, which the author narrates, on my commute in.  This book 

was recommended to me by Pastor Laura.  I, in turn, would like to recommend it because it has 

been such a gentle read on the important topic of moving 

forward toward a future working together.   

As a botanist, Robin Wall Kimmerer has been trained to ask questions of 

nature with the tools of science. As a member of the Citizen Potawatomi 

Nation, she embraces the notion that plants and animals are our oldest 

teachers. In Braiding Sweetgrass, Kimmerer brings these lenses of 

knowledge together to show that the awakening of a wider ecological 

consciousness requires the acknowledgment and celebration of our 

reciprocal relationship with the rest of the living world.  -GOODREADS 

Have a book/magazine article/album/podcast that 

you would like to recommend.  Let me know. 

https://www.churchofthecross.ca/pages/mission-endowment-fund
https://www.churchofthecross.ca/pages/mission-endowment-fund
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We will continue to 
remain fluid and 

pivot as the 
situation changes. 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) National Bishop Susan Johnson and Anglican 
Church of Canada (ACC) Archbishop and Primate Linda Nicholls shared a joint message 
encouraging members of both churches to observe the annual United Nations World 
Interfaith Harmony Week, February 1-7 in ways that are meaningful to their local context. 
Both churches are committed to pursuing friendship, peace, and common cause with their 
neighbours of diverse spiritual and religious backgrounds. Read the full letter when you click 
here.  

https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=b342fa4ec2&e=2bc9bfaf87
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=98dd63b2e3&e=2bc9bfaf87
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=98dd63b2e3&e=2bc9bfaf87
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=19b43af6a1&e=2bc9bfaf87
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=19b43af6a1&e=2bc9bfaf87
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For the last two years, the ELCIC 
have been sharing National Bish-
op Susan Johnson's vision for a 
four-year emphasis on Living our 
Faith - as together we pray, read, 
worship and love (www.elcic.ca/
LivingOurFaith). 
 
During this third year, we contin-
ue our focus on worship with the 
goal of deepening our experience 
in worship when the community 
gathers (either together in person 
or online) and to deepen our indi-
vidual practice of daily devotion. 
 
Watch for weekly highlights from 
an ELCIC member with their sug-
gestions and thoughts on becom-
ing more engaged in a daily devo-

https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=98d56d3ae0&e=2bc9bfaf87
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=98d56d3ae0&e=2bc9bfaf87
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