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Bells: https://youtu.be/B7OgY_DvT1M

https://youtu.be/B7OgY_DvT1M


The Lord is coming! 
Prepare the way. 

All: 
The Lord is coming! 

We are making ready.

The Greeting



Wreath Prayer

All: 
God of hope, who brought love into this world,

be the love that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought peace into this world,

be the peace that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought joy into this world,

be the joy that dwells between us.
God of hope, the rock we stand upon,
be the light, and focus of our lives.

Amen.



Sentence

LA: 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 
feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful 
heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.’

Isaiah 35.3–4



First Lesson

God speaks in the Garden

Read by Vanessa



First Lesson: Genesis 3.8-19
The first lesson is from the book of Genesis, Chapter 3, beginning at the eighth verse.

8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He 
said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I 
hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which 
I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, 
she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is 
this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”
14 The Lord God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals

and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.

15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;

he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”



16 To the woman he said,
“I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing;

in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband,
and he shall rule over you.”

17 And to the man he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife,

and have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you,
‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you;
in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;

18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.

19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread
until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken;
you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

Here ends the First Lesson.



Meditation I

Our story begins with a moment of glory. But it is only a moment. In the cool of early evening, God 
went walking in the garden. It is a tantalizing picture of a time we have never known. A time of 
perfect communion with the God who made us. A time of freedom, beauty and glory.

God went walking in the garden seeking his people. But they were nowhere to be found. They were 
hiding: naked, ashamed and afraid. For the one thing they had been warned of – the one fruit they 
had been told not to eat – had proven too great a temptation.

They had eaten. And in that moment of choosing their will over God’s they chose exile over 
communion. They chose to take rather than to receive. They chose instant gratification over 
eternal glory. And they chose for all of us.

From the moment he set foot in the garden that day God sensed their shame. He smelled their 
fear. He was pained by their rebellion. And he hung his head in sadness, for the necessary 
consequence of their actions was exile, death, and the labor of field and child. Out of the dust he 
had made them, filling them with the breath of his very own mouth. Now to dust they would return.

Their exile is ours. And their sin we have made our own. Shame and sadness, fear and death: these 
are the ways of the world when we hide from our creator.

John W. Yates III

Rector, Holy Trinity Anglican Church Raleigh, North Carolina

http://www.htcraleigh.org/


First Carol

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIOY0dXQh9w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIOY0dXQh9w


Second Lesson

God gives a promise to faithful 
Abraham

Read by Julie M



Second Lesson: Genesis 22.15-18

The second lesson is from the book of Genesis, Chapter 22, beginning at the 
fifteenth verse.

5 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, 

“By myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have 

not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will indeed bless you, and I will make 

your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 

seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18 and by 

your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, 

because you have obeyed my voice.”

Here ends the Second Lesson.



Second Carol

O come, O come, Emmanuel

https://youtu.be/Ley1a
OPDHCE

https://youtu.be/Ley1aOPDHCE


Third Lesson

Isaiah foretells the 
Saviour’s birth

Read by Kristine



Third Lesson: Isaiah 9. 2, 6-7

The third lesson is from the prophet Isaiah, Chapter 9, various verses.

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 

shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 

of Peace.
7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 

David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 

from this time onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Here ends the Third Lesson.



Meditation II
When God finally spoke it was not a word of condemnation or anger. It was a word of promise 

and hope spoken to a man living in the land of exile and walking in the way of sin.
Abraham was a child of Ur, the city of idols. And yet God came to him. He came and called and 
Abraham answered. Unlike his father, Adam, he did not hide in shame; he listened and obeyed.

God made Abraham a promise: From you will come blessing, blessing for your people and 
blessing for the world. You will father a great nation and through that nation all nations will 

find their hope in me.
Abraham believed and obeyed. He fathered Isaac. Isaac fathered Jacob. And Jacob fathered 
twelve men who would become twelve tribes – a people of prophets and kings – carrying God’s 

blessing to a world shrouded in darkness.

And yet these people, God’s people, did not follow Abraham’s faith. They faltered. They fell. 
Moments of faithful obedience were followed by centuries of arrogance and idolatry.

The people could not keep their promises. But God was keeping his. The prophet spoke. And in 
the heart of darkness there glimmered a distant light. A child would be born. A Son of David 
would sit on the throne. He would be the peace-bringer, counselor of wonders, God almighty. 

Could it be that once again God would walk his garden path and call his people home?

John W. Yates III

Rector, Holy Trinity Anglican Church Raleigh, North Carolina

http://www.htcraleigh.org/


Third Carol

Lo! He Comes

https://youtu.be/2UGjMYdPbXU

https://youtu.be/2UGjMYdPbXU


Fourth Lesson

The prophet Micah 
foretells the 

forthcoming fame 
of Bethlehem

Read by Desley



Fourth Lesson: Micah 5.2-4

The fourth lesson is from the prophet Micah, Chapter 5, beginning at the second verse.

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of 
old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she 
who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the 
people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now 
he shall be great to the ends of the earth;

Here ends the Fourth Lesson.



Fourth Carol

O Little Town of Bethlehem

https://youtu.be/oAFa4IPA0is

Curated by Kathy

https://youtu.be/oAFa4IPA0is


Fifth Lesson

The angel Gabriel 
salutes the Blessed 

Virgin Mary

Read by Mark



Fifth Lesson: Luke 1.26-38

The Fifth Lesson is from the Gospel of Saint Luke, Chapter 1, beginning at the 26th verse.

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she 

was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel 

said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will 

be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 

David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 

end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said 

to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 

servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Here ends the Fifth Lesson.



Meditation III
The words of the prophets were glimmers of hope in the gathered darkness. Like streaks of 

lightning across a night-time sky they illuminated the landscape for a glorious moment before all 
went black again. When they spoke God’s word they spoke of judgment but also grace, and above all 
hope. Then there was silence: four-hundred years without a prophet, four centuries without a godly 

king, generations who wondered if God would ever walk with his people again.

And then at last, out of the silence, he spoke. The angel of the Lord came down from on high to 
greet a woman, barely more than a child. “Greetings,” he said, “the Lord is with you, favored one.”

In the pause that followed did the angel wonder what she might say? Did the angel doubt her 
willingness or her faith? How could she possibly be the bearer of all God’s promises? How could she 

ever carry the weight of the world’s deep longing in her womb?

Like Abraham on the heights of Mt. Moriah, so Mary in the stillness of her room received the 
promise of God. “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” In 

faith, she received and by faith she obeyed.

Overpowered by the Spirit of God she received the living Word. The Son of David was coming to 
claim his throne. The heir of Abraham was coming to receive his blessing. The child for whom a whole 
nation had longed and prayed was coming – not to conquer but through his death and resurrection to 

serve and to save.

John W. Yates III

Rector, Holy Trinity Anglican Church Raleigh, North Carolina

http://www.htcraleigh.org/


Fifth Carol

The Angel Gabriel

https://youtu.be/lvOU9HowCuE

https://youtu.be/lvOU9HowCuE


Sixth Lesson

The angel tells Joseph 
that Mary's child will be 

God with us.

Read by Bob



Sixth Lesson: Matthew 1.18-23

The sixth lesson is from the Gospel of Saint Matthew, Chapter 1, beginning at the eighteenth verse.

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place 
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which 
means, “God is with us.”

Here ends the Sixth Lesson.



Sixth Carol

Unto Us a Boy is Born

https://youtu.be/hvnceCVScDI

https://youtu.be/hvnceCVScDI


Seventh Lesson

The Shepherds go to 
the Manger.

Read by Julie G



Seventh Lesson: Luke 2.8-16

The seventh lesson is from the Gospel of Saint Luke, Chapter 2, beginning at the eighth verse.

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

Here ends the Seventh Lesson.



Seventh Carol

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks

https://youtu.be/Y5V_0rHSJ5c

https://youtu.be/Y5V_0rHSJ5c


Eighth Lesson

The Magi are led by the star to Jesus
Read by Helen C



Eighth Lesson: Matthew 2.1-12

The Eighth Lesson is from the Gospel of Saint Matthew, Chapter 2, beginning at the first verse.

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 

him homage.”



9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that 
they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they 
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having 
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Here ends the Eighth Lesson.



Meditation IV
Augustus was the greatest of all the Caesars. During his reign all the power of the world seemed to settle 
in and then emanate from Rome. At a single word from his lips the peoples of the empire could be thrown 
into chaos. One such word gave birth to such a chaos, and caught up in the streaming tide of misplaced 

people were Joseph, Mary and the baby she carried.
Caesar’s command sent them out, but God’s promise carried them safely. And in a makeshift nursery, the 
child of promise was finally born. Here was Abraham’s distant star. Here was Jesse’s branch. Here was 

David’s Son.
In the darkness of the fields, the sky erupted with cries of glory from an army of angels. They were sent 
to shepherds – the poor and meek – to tell them that the king had been born, that their savior had come.

And in the great black orb of space, a single star stood sentinel that night. 
Those who watched such things and knew their meaning, set out with gifts to find the king of whom the star 

had spoken.
Abraham’s promise was fulfilled. His descendants had their king and received their blessing. So too did the 

world. Those wise men from the east were the first of us not born of Abraham to worship the one, true king 
who reigns over all the world. We follow them to Bethlehem and there we find our joy.

In that child, born in weakness, came all the power of God. The might of Caesar, so far- reaching so 
extraordinary, was made pathetic at the sound of his first cry. God was back among his people, soon to walk 

with them again.
The king has come. The promises have been kept. The curse is lifted. The world is blessed. How will we 

respond? The invitation is clear: receive this king as Savior and trust in him as Lord.

John W. Yates III

Rector, Holy Trinity Anglican Church Raleigh, North Carolina

http://www.htcraleigh.org/


Eighth Carol

The First Noel

https://youtu.be/5UTN9dMidZ4

https://youtu.be/5UTN9dMidZ4


Ninth lesson

St John unfolds the 
great mystery of the 

Incarnation

Read by Dilys



Ninth Lesson: John 1:1-14

The Ninth Lesson is from the Gospel of Saint John, Chapter 1, beginning at the first verse.

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in 
the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Here ends the final lesson.



Ninth Carol

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

https://youtu.be/1IGP68i3JvU

https://youtu.be/1IGP68i3JvU


Collect Prayer

All:
Sustain us, O God, with the power of your love
on our journey to meet the One who is coming:

strengthen our weak hands,
make firm our feeble knees,

and open blind eyes to the dawning of your kingdom,
so that our hearts may rejoice

as we behold the majesty of our God.
We ask this through your Son, 

our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.



As our saviour Christ has taught us we are confident to pray:

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.



The Blessing

May he who by his Incarnation gathered into one,
things earthly and heavenly, 

grant you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always.

Amen.



Upcoming Services

Christmas Morning 9.00am
Christmas Evening 5.00pm

Boxing day Sabbath with the Cathedral & Holy Hermit Sr 
Wendy Beckett

9am Worship resumes Sunday, 2nd January 2022

Thank you for your offer of gifts at the Giving page
https://holyhermits.com.au/give

Post worship music: https://youtu.be/9DlD7-TykIU

https://holyhermits.com.au/give
https://youtu.be/9DlD7-TykIU

