
Lay Preachers’ Bulletin – December 2021  
 Year C 
 
December’s lectionary notes have been provided by Archbishop Greg Kerr-
Wilson, Bishop of the Diocese of Calgary, and the Metropolitan of the 
Ecclesiastical Province of ice of Rupert’s Land. 
 
 
December 5th, 2021 – Advent 2 
Philippians 1:3-11;  Luke 3:1-6 
Propers: BAS page 269 
 

•  The Gospel reading is Luke’s account of the beginning of the ministry 
of John the Baptist.  It begins with a long list of historical referents – 
who is emperor, governors of various places.  The intention is to situate 
the narrated events in real history, real time, real place.  The activity of 
God at a turning point in the history of the world – indeed of creation – 
is not a tale of “a long time, ago in a land far far away… but is the 
unveiling of the deepest and truest events by which God acts in human 
history 

• The reading also specifies that this is “in the wilderness”; it is about 
God’s activity in a particular time and place, but it embeds this activity 
in the lived history of Israel who wandered in the wilderness before 
crossing through the waters of the Jordan into the promised land.  
John’s preaching and baptism calls the people out to that wilderness 
again, and to symbolically re-enter the land through repentance and a 
change of life. 

• It links to the prophetic words of Isaiah – the valleys will be exalted… 
the hills brought low…. The focus is on preparing the way for the Lord. 
We are invited to look in to directions at once – first to what God is 
doing in bringing a salvation in a new way that is centered in Jesus; 
and second to what is in our own hearts – what stands in the way of 
God’s fully inhabiting our own lives.  The valleys that need filling, the 



mountains that need bringing low, the rough places that need to be 
made smooth. 

• We are reminded of this every year in the season of advent as we 
prepare to celebrate the incarnation and birth of Jesus at Christmas…  
because the work is always in process.  As Paul says in the Philippians 
reading, “I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” Which 
reminds us that it is not only a work within us individually – but among 
us collectively as the people of God. 

 
 
December 12th, 2021 – Advent 3 
Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:7-18 
Propers: BAS page 270 
 

• John’s rather abrupt warning in today’s gospel grabs his hearers’ ( then 
and now we hope) attention.  “You brood of Vipers”, “Bear fruits worthy 
of repentance”, and don’t try to claim allegiance and genealogy for your 
defense – not even one’s status as part of God’s chosen people.  What 
credentials do we reflexively rest upon to justify ourselves? To 
instinctively defend the status quo in our lives? 

• The people’s response is the right one.  What must we do?  
Repentance begins with seeking the Spirit’s guiding as we reflect on 
the teaching of Jesus to understand the ways in which God seeks to 
change and transform us. 

• It is easy for these reflections to become “spiritualized” – in the sense 
of looking only at inward attitudes – or at discovering deeds to do that 
can be done that will allow us to get on with the rest of our lives 
undisturbed.  While inward attitudes are crucial and deeds done are 
important – John’s answer to “what then should we do” speak to those 
things in a way that directs them to a different set of priorities for life – 
and practical ways that life is to be lived out.  Share what you have, do 
your work honestly, be content with what you have, care for those who 
are in need.   



• Finally, John turns their attention to the one “who is more powerful than 
I” – Repentance only finds its fulfillment, bears fruit, in and through the 
person of Jesus, and in the power of the Spirit.  “He will baptize with 
the Holy Spirit and fire.”  Steadfastly clinging to our trust in Jesus 
becomes the foundations on which we build.  As Paul reminds us in 
Philippians – “do not worry”, “but by prayer”, “and the peace of God… 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
 
December 19th, 2021 – Advent 4 
Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 
Propers: BAS page 271 
 

• Having read in the last two weeks the account of John the Baptist’s 
ministry, we now turn back the clock to before John’s birth.  We are 
given a lovely scene of the Blessed Virgin Mary, now pregnant with 
Jesus, visiting Elizabeth, six or more months pregnant with John.  On 
the surface it is a lovely, homey scene of two women rejoicing at the 
prospect of giving birth – albeit to children whom they have been told 
will have unique and special roles to fill in God’s plan of salvation.  A 
deeper look tells something more.  Elizabeth (a cousin of Mary’s who 
is married to a priest – making Mary also by inheritance likely to have 
a connection to the priestly clans) is bearing John who will come as the 
prophetic voice preparing the way for Messiah; he will sum up the Old 
Testament preaching in his ministry.  Mary is bearing Jesus, who will 
be the fulfillment of the Old Testament promise and witness and 
through his death and resurrection open a new and living way into the 
presence of God.  The Old and the New meet – and both rejoice at the 
great and saving work of God – embodied in two woman bearing 
unborn children. 

• Throughout Christian history, Mary has been seen as the embodiment 
of Christian vocation – to be bearers of Christ in our lives in this world.  
Elizabeth says, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb.”  Mary comes to that place of blessing by the word 



and power of God announced to her – and by her own “let it be with 
me according to your word.”  We too are most blessed in our call to 
Christian discipleship when we listen for God’s word and with Mary 
humbly give our assent to God’s actions in and through us.  What are 
the ways that we need to listen; what are the ways the we can say yes; 
what are the ways that we withhold our assent, and deprive ourselves 
of the fruitfulness of God’s word at work within us. 

• As the writer to the Hebrews puts it: when Christ comes into the world 
he ‘says’, “See, I have come to do your will, O God.”  The presence of 
Christ grows in us as we seek to lay aside our own willfulness and to 
surrender to the will of God.  As we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Our 
Father….  Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
 
 

Dec. 26th, 2021 – Christmas 1 
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 
Propers: BAS page 276 
 

• The lectionary’s choice of Gospel reading for today may seem a bit of 
an odd leap for our Christmas celebration.  Having celebrated the Birth 
of Jesus on the 25th, we are the next day now with Jesus at 12 years 
of age as he visits Jerusalem for Passover with his parents.  There is 
an important and helpful element to this however.  While the births of 
babies are almost always times of joy and delight, and while they are 
inherently embodiments of new life and hope for the future – they are 
also taken up with much attention to how cute and adorable the child 
is, and whose demands upon us are fairly simple and straight forward.  
The gospel for this day redirects us to the ultimate purpose of this birth; 
the reason for the Messiah to come; the work to be accomplished by 
the word made flesh who comes to dwell amongst us.  He must be in 
my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49)  That this takes place at Passover, 
the same festival at which Jesus will teach in the temple, and then be 
arrested, tried, and crucified unveils the purpose and telos of the birth. 



• Luke tells us that, after the incident in the temple, Jesus returns home 
with Mary and Joseph, and is “obedient to them.”  Obedience is not a 
particularly highly valued character trait these days.  Our culture is 
much fonder of self-assertion and self-will.  To be obedient to others 
somehow is seen to imply that our true selves are being squelched by 
the rule of others.  Yet here, the incarnate son of God is obedient to 
human parents.  In what ways have we allowed our propensity for self-
will to shut out potentially life giving direction that could turn us in heart 
and mind toward God’s truer vision for ourselves? 

• The reading from Paul’s letter to the Colossians that assigned for today 
speaks of this truer vision of what our lives are meant to be directed 
toward.  “Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness and patience…” “forgive each other…”  “let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts…”  and “teach and admonish one another”.  
To be obedient is to yield to the other voice that calls us out of our own 
passions and impulses and into a truer way of life.  What impulses of 
rebellion do we see in ourselves which keep us obedient only to 
ourselves, and therefore slaves to our own impulses and limited human 
biases?  How might we practice obedience to the leading of Christ 
through loving, mutual obedience with our brothers and sisters in 
Christ?   


