
The root of all temptation: Doubt God’s character & Distrust our relationship with him

Sermon Notes, January 30, 2022 
Text: Matthew 6:5-13, Genesis 2:15-17, 3:4, Matthew 4:1-11

Introduction
As Jesus disciples spent time with him in the intimate moments between ministry, travel and life
in general, they sensed something different about his spiritual life - they recognized he was
tapped into something they needed and wanted for themselves. They could sense the presence
and power of God and were moved by it.  Their hearts were kindled with a yearning for the same
intimacy with God that Jesus enjoyed, and so they asked, "Lord, teach us to pray...." (Luke 11:1) 
 
P - praise, R - repent. A - ask. Y - yield

Matthew 6:5-13

Prayer isn't about turning God to you, but about you turning to God.

“I don’t pray to change God’s mind, prayer changes me.” C.S. Lewis

“The real value of persistent prayer is not so much that we get what we want, as that we become
the person we should be.” Phillip Yancey

More than a TOOL to get our needs met, prayer is the vehicle that takes us from where we are  to
where we need to be.

Yielding in PRAYER is about giving God CONTROL of your life, not giving him your TO-DO list

Genesis 2:15-17 - "You won't die, you will be like God."

Matthew 4:1-11

Hebrews 4:15: a high priest who understands all our temptations and provides a way out 

1) Meet a real need in an improper way
2) Attempt to use God to get what we want
3) Take shortcuts: The right thing, the wrong way 

 

Week 4 - "When You Pray: YIELD" - Pastor Jeremy Bates



Life Group Discussion

self-centered to Christ centered
selfish to selfless
focused on the moment you are in to the movement God has called you to

The root of all temptation: Doubt God’s character & Distrust our relationship with him

Meet a real need in an improper way
Attempt to use God to get what we want
Take shortcuts: The right thing, the wrong way

 Study & Discussion:

1) What resonated with you from the sermon? What challenged or surprised you? What
questions do you have? 

Read Matthew 6:5-13 & Luke 18:1-8

2) "More than a tool to get our needs met, prayer is the vehicle that takes us from where we
are to where we need to be."  How have you/have you not found this to be true in your life? 

 
3) Yielding is about allowing others to go first, giving others priority, surrendering the "right
of way". Have there ever been wants/needs/desires in your life that you've sensed God
asking you to yield to his plans and purposes? How did you wrestle with that decision?

Read Genesis 2:15-17, 3:4 - "You won't die, you will be like God."

Read Hebrews 4:15 & Matthew 4:1-11
The 3 temptations of Jesus in the Wilderness:

Which of these temptations resonate the most with your life experiences? What part did
prayer have in shaping your response to them? 

Practicing the Way of Jesus:

1) It happens to all of us, sometimes in moments, sometimes in constant battles, 
the temptation to doubt God's character, and distrust our relationship with Him - how might
the group encourage you and pray with you in this area?
 
2) We've just wrapped up an amazing 21 Days of Prayer together in January, but  the fun
isn't over. We are joining in with the churches of Penticton in praying together for the month
of February using a 28 Day Prayer Guide compiled by local pastors. Get yours at the church
welcome desk or look for the link to access the digital copy on our FB & Instagram pages.
You can also email info@betheltab.ca to have it sent to you. 


