
 
The Church of St. John the Divine 

The Presentation of the Lord January 30, 2022 

As people of God, we celebrate Christ in the heart of Victoria through joyful worship, 

building inclusive community, and putting faith into action. 

St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the Lekwungen speaking people. 

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion 

and marriage) are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

 

 

 
Angelico, fra, approximately 1400-1455. Presentation in the Temple, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the 

Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=47762 [retrieved January 
27, 2022]. Original source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fra_Angelico_017.jpg. 

  

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=47762
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Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria. We are a community of faith 

in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope, and love as part of this 

community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, 

inclusive, and serving community which is open to all. 

 

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that 

reflect the long history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and 

enjoy the words, music, and opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 

 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 : In these times when we must be careful in any gathering, we 

have careful protocols in place for our limited gatherings on a Sunday – the plans are available 

to download on the Website, and for those unable to attend in person our services are also 

livestreamed there: https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/  

  

We will continue to meet on Sundays at 10am for our Parish Eucharist and at 5:30 pm for 

a service of Evensong. Please check details on the website as to how to book for each service 

and the information needed to comply with Provincial requirements. 

  

We continue to share daily prayer online with a link on our website daily.  

 

Contacting Us: We are all learning ways to build community "at a distance." We are checking 

phone messages and answering emails. The main email for contact is: 

admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there 

will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact the 

church office at the above email address. 

 

You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and 

when we don’t. Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

  

https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
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10:00 am  Parish Eucharist 

The congregation is invited to join in the hymns, responses and prayers marked in bold print. 

Presider: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum Verger: Chuck Neilson 

Greeters: Karyn Lehmann, Louise Langman Streaming Technician: Karen Coverett 

Crucifer: Susanna Peterson Music: The Choristers of St. John the Divine 

Reader: Paul Gillan              Emily Markwart, Sutton Organ Scholar 

Gospel: Karen Coverett              David Stratkauskas, Director of Music              

Sermon: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum  

Intercessor: Jamie Lawson (via Zoom)          

Safety Officer: Christine Scott 

 

 
 

The Gathering of the Community  

Prelude 

Please stand as you are able as the procession moves up the centre aisle. 

Introit Senex Puerum – William Byrd (1539/40–1623) 

Senex puerum portabat: 

puer autem senem regebat: Allelui. 

An old man carried the child, 

yet the child ruled the old man.  Alleluia. 
 

Land Acknowledgement and Welcome to all who are gathering in the church 

building and online. 

Blessing of the Candles 

  May the light and peace of Jesus the Christ be with you. 

 All: And with you. 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 

  Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 

You make darkness to be light. 

and with you is the well of life 

and in your light shall we see light. 

 All: Blessed be God for ever. 
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 The presider blesses the candles, saying 

   Loving God, the springing source of everlasting light, 

pour into the hearts of your faithful people 

the brilliance of your eternal splendour, 

that we, who by these candles will light the world, 

may together stand before you 

in that eternal city where you live and reign, 

Creator, Word, and Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 All: Amen. 

  We wait for your loving-kindness, O God, 

 All: in the midst of your temple. 

  Open to us the gates of righteousness, 

 All: that we may enter and give thanks to our God. 

  God is the one who has shown us light. 

 All: Let us offer in God’s dwelling 

  an oblation with great gladness. 

 

The Church Family Prayer 

 Loving God, 

 All:  you have called us to be your family  

and to celebrate our life together in worship.  

We pray now, for all members of our family  

as we gather in our church buildings, our homes, and online.  

Through your spirit keep us united in love.  

Bless each of us with your beloved friendship.  

Teach us, gracious God,  

how to be your church in these times.  

Help us to know that we are your people,  

that we are your Family, always.  

Amen. 
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Opening Hymn (CP 5) RATISBON 

 1. Christ whose glory fills the skies,  

 Christ the true, the only light,  

Sun of Righteousness, arise!  

 Triumph o’er the shades of night:  

Day-spring from on high, be near;  

Day-star, in my heart appear. 

 2. Dark and cheerless is the morn  

 unaccompanied by thee;  

joyless is the day’s return,  

 till thy mercy’s beams I see,  

till they inward light impart,  

glad my eyes and warm my heart. 

 3. Visit then this soul of mine,  

 pierce the gloom of sin and grief;  

fill me, Radiancy divine,  

 scatter all my unbelief;  

more and more thyself display,  

shining to the perfect day. 

Text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 

 
  Almighty God, 

 All: to you all hearts are open,  

all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hidden.  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name;  

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  
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Gloria 

 Cantor:  

 Choir: And on earth peace, good will towards all. 

 All:  

 Choir: We bless you. 

 All:  

 Choir: We glorify you. 

 All:  

 Choir: O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

 All:  

 Choir: O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father. 

 All:  

 Choir: You take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. 

 All:  

   
 Choir: For you only are holy. 

 All:  

 Choir: You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the 

Father. 

 All:  
Translation: Book of Common Prayer, modernised. Music: Missa viii, ‘De Angelis’ 
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The Collect of the Day 
Silence is kept. 

 God of Anna and Simeon,  

whose law makes known the gift of life,  

whose love exposes our hardness of heart:  

by your Spirit, may we receive your faithful word  

and know your reconciling presence offered for all the world;  

through Jesus Christ, the Light and Glory of God. 

 All: Amen. Prayers for an Inclusive Church (2009) alt. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 

  Let us listen for the Word of God in Holy Scripture. 

The First Reading Malachi 3:1-4 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 

you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 

whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can 

endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and 

purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 

gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the 

offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 

and as in former years. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm   84 

How dear to me is your dwelling, O God of hosts! My soul has a desire and 

longing for the courts of God; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

The sparrow has found a house and the swallow a nest to lay their young; by the 

side of your altars, O God of hosts, my Ruler and my God. 

Happy are they who dwell in your house! They will always be praising you. 

Happy are the people whose strength is in you! Whose hearts are set on the 

pilgrims’ way. 

Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of spring, for the 

early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
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They will climb from height to height, and the God of gods will reveal God-self  

in Zion. 

Sovereign God of hosts, hear my prayer; hearken, O God of Jacob. 

Behold our defender, O God; and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, and to  

stand at the threshold of the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of  

the wicked. 

For God is both sun and shield; God will give grace and glory; 

No good thing will God withhold from those who walk with integrity. 

O God of hosts, happy are they who put their trust in you! 

    

The Epistle Hebrews 2:14-18 

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared 

the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the 

power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in 

slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but 

the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and 

sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in 

the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 

Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who 

are being tested.   

 Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Luke 2:22-40 

Before the Gospel 

 Cantor: Alleluia. 

 All: Alleluia. 

 Cantor: This child is the light to enlighten the nations: and the glory of your people 

Israel.         Luke 2: 32 

 All: Alleluia. 

God is with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

   Hear the Good news of Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

 All: Glory to you, O Christ. 
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When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law 

of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and 

they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair 

of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’  

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 

came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 

him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised 

God, saying,  

 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of 

all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 

Israel.’  

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 

Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for 

the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so 

that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your 

own soul too.’  

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 

was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her 

marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 

worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, 

and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for 

the redemption of Jerusalem.  

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned 

to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, 

filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.  

The Gospel of Christ. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon   

Following the sermon there will be a pause for silence.  
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Affirmation of Faith  

We believe and trust in God the Creator. 

We believe and trust in Jesus Christ, incarnate Word. 

We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. 

We believe and trust in the Three in One. 

 (from Creating Uncommon Worship by Richard Giles, altd.) 

Prayers of the People 
Those who have asked for our prayers are listed at the end of the leaflet. 

 

The Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

All may offer their neighbour a contactless sign of peace. 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
Offertory Anthem  Nunc Dimittis – Amy Beach (1867-1944)

  

  LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  

according to thy word.   

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  

which thou has prepared before the face of all people;  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

  

 

The Prayer over the Gifts 
In the name of all of us gathered, near and far, we present these our gifts to God.   

 Let us pray:  

  God of life and freedom,  

we celebrate the revelation of Jesus  

as the Christ who makes all creation new.  

Accept all we offer you this day  

and make us new in him,  

who is Lord for ever and ever. 

 All: Amen. The Book of Alternative Services 

 

 



 11 

 

As we prepare to celebrate this Eucharist, we remember that we are the people of God. Near or 

far we are gathered together by the love of Christ. We remember that we are incorporated into 

the body of Christ. We join together in this celebration of our union in Christ. 

 

  Thanks be to you, 

 All: Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given us, and all that you have 

borne for us. In our sharing in this Eucharist, in Church or at home, we ask 

you to come spiritually into our hearts. O most merciful redeemer, friend and 

brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you 

more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer II b (The Incarnation) 
  The Scottish Episcopal Church (amended) 
 

 

  Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker.  

Out of nothing, you called all worlds into being,  

and still you draw the universe to its fulfilment.  

Day and night celebrate your glory, till time shall be no more. 

  In Christ, your only-begotten Son, you have revealed yourself to the world.  

By the guiding of a star, you made him known to the nations 

as the son of David and king of Israel; that in following him, 

we might be led from darkness and into marvellous light. 

Filled with the Spirit,  

who descended upon your Son at his Baptism in the Jordan,  

we who are baptized strive for God’s reign, 

in whose radiance we are transfigured 

and the earth is transformed. 

  As children by your loving hand 

we offer you our praise, 

with angels and archangels 

and the whole company of heaven 

singing the hymn of your unending glory: 
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Sanctus and Benedictus (CP 722) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full, 

full of your glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, 

hosanna in the highest. 

Blessèd is he who comes, 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, 

hosanna in the highest. 

  Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving God. 

In Jesus the Messiah you have come to us. 

Our hope, in whom you are well pleased. 

Having been shown to the world as your beloved Son, 

he proclaimed the good news of your coming.  

The blind received their sight, the lame walked,  

the lepers were cleansed, and the captives set free. 

At his word, water became wine, the hungry were filled with bread,  

and the dead were raised. 

  Before he was given up to suffering and death, 

and at supper with his disciples 

he took bread and offered you thanks. He broke the bread, 

and gave it to them, saying: “Take, eat. 

This is my Body: it is broken for you.”  

  After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, 

and gave it to them saying: “Drink this, all of you. 

This is my Blood of the new covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all,  

that sins may be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  We recall his blessed passion and death,  

his glorious resurrection and ascension; 

and we look for the coming of God’s reign.  

Made one with God, we offer you these gifts and with them ourselves, 

a single, holy, living sacrifice. 

Hear us, most merciful God, and send your Holy Spirit upon us 

and upon this bread and this wine,  

that, we may be kindled with the fire of your love  

and renewed for the service of your reign. 
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  Help us, who are baptized into the fellowship of Christ’s Body  

to live and work to your praise and glory; 

may we grow together in unity and love 

until at last, in your new creation,  

we enter into our heritage in the company of Mary,  

the apostles, and prophets, 

and of all peoples, living and departed. 

  Through Jesus Christ, with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to you,  

God of all ages, world without end. 

 All  
 

 

The Disciple’s Prayer 
 Priest: As our saviour Christ has taught us, we now pray: 

 
Music © 1985, Church Publishing Inc.  /  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

  We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

 All: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.   
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The Communion 
  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

The deacon will have gluten-free wafers available to those who wish them. 

After receiving communion, please move to your right to go back to your seat. 

Agnus Dei 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

dona nobis pacem. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

 
  

Communion Anthem Johannes Eccard (1553-1611) 

Maria das Jungfräuelein Ihr liebes Jesulein  When the Virgin Mary brought her beloved little Jesus 

Im Tempel, wie gewöhnlich war, Dem Herren stellet dar,  To the temple, to be presented to God, as expected 

Das Opfer wie man plfegt Willig erlegt,  She made a sacrifice, as was usual 

Damit sie das Gesetz Ja nicht verletzt  So that she would not break the law. 

Hilf nun, du liebster Jesu Christ, Dass wir zu jeder Frist  Help now thy servants, Jesus, that we, like Simeon 

an Dir, wie auch der Simeon, All unser Freude han,  May always rejoice only in Thee, 

Und endlich sein bereit, Wenn kommt die Zeit,  And, when it is finally time, be prepared 

Fein sanft zu schlafen ein, Und bei Dir sein  Gently to fall asleep and be with Thee. 

   

Following the Communion there will be a pause for silence. 

The Commissioning of the Community 

Prayer after Communion   

Please stand. 

  Gracious God, lover of all,  

by this sacrament you make us one family in Christ your Son,  

one in the sharing of his body and blood,  

one in the communion of his Spirit.  

Help us to grow in love for one another  

and come to the full maturity of the Body of Christ.  

We ask this in his name. 

 All: Amen. The Book of Alternative Services   

  

  One body are we. 

 All: For, though we are in many places, we spiritually share one bread. 
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Blessing 
 

Dismissal 
 Deacon: Let us go in peace to love and serve our living God.  

 All: Thanks be to God.  

Final Hymn (CP 619) SCHÖNSTER HERR JESU 

1.  Fairest Lord Jesus,  

 ruler of all nature,  

O thou the Godhead’s human son:  

 thee will I cherish,  

 thee will I honour,  

thou my soul’s glory, joy, and crown. 

3.  Fair is the sunshine,  

 fairer still the moonlight,  

and fair the twinkling, starry host;  

 Jesus shines brighter,  

 Jesus shines purer,  

than all the angels heaven can boast. 

2.  Fair are the meadows,  

 fairer still the woodlands,  

robed in the blooming garb of spring:  

 Jesus is fairer,  

 Jesus is purer,  

who makes the troubled heart to sing. 

4.  All fairest beauty,  

 heavenly and earthly,  

wondrously, Jesus, is found in thee;  

 none can be nearer,  

 fairer, or dearer, 

than thou, my Saviour, art to me. 

    Text: Munster Gesangbuch, 1677; tr. Church Chorals and Choir Studies, 1850, alt. 

  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

 

Please stay and join us for our Zoom Coffee Hour. 

 

 

Readings for February 6 – The 5th Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 6:1-13 The prophet tells of his calling and the harsh words he is to proclaim.  

Psalm 138 Trouble and enemies are givens in life; grace and preservation to endure and 

overcome them are sustaining gifts.    

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 The truth of the Gospel does not depend on Paul’s adequacy but on 

Christ’s.   

Luke 5:1-11 Peter gets a glimpse of the power and knowledge of Christ, falls before him in the 

grip of his own sinfulness, yet is called to become a fisher of people.  
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The following people have asked for our prayers.  

Please keep them in your heart and mind as you go through your week. 

 Mark Cathy Heather  

 John Daryl Anne  

 Eric Charlotte  Bob & Jean 

 Pat Hagos, Tsigay & family  Kat   

 Liz Eric & Carmen Rod   

  Jenn & family 

 

 

 

 

    

 

The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 

 
Stewards 

People’s Warden:  Joan Huzar 

Associate Warden:  Lorraine Gates 

Envelope Secretary:  Jim Harlick 

Rector’s Warden: Michael King 

Associate Warden: Karen Coverett 

Treasurer:  David Buckman 

Parish Council 
Susan Bansgrove, Carol Denton, Marguerite Heppell,  

Erin Kelly, Miles Motture, Wendy Suddaby 

Synod Delegates 

Karen Coverett, Joel Hefty, Bill Huzar, Joan Huzar 
 

Staff Supporting the Ministry of St. John’s 

Incumbent:  The Ven. Alastair Singh-McCollum 

Assistant Curate: The Rev’d Stephanie Wood 

Volunteer Curate: The Rev’d Dr. John Thatamanil 

  

Director of Music:  David Stratkauskas 

Family Ministry Coordinator:  Ruth MacIntosh 

Parish Administrator:  Carol-Ann Zenger 

Honorary Assistant 
The Rev’d Canon Andrew Gates 

 

1611 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8W  2L5       Tel. 250-383-7169 / Fax 250-381-3573 

pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or for urgent calls only, use 250-516-9565 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    facebook.com/St.JohnVicBC 

twitter.com/StJohnVicBC     e-mail:  admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  
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