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PASTOR’S LETTER 
 

 

 
The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 
himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.  From one ancestor he made all nations to 
inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where 
they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him — though 
indeed he is not far from each one of us. For 'In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of 
your own poets have said, 'For we too are his offspring.'  - Acts 17:24-28 
 
This passage expresses that everything in creation, including us, belongs to God, and 
that includes all the things that have been created by humans.   I think that, whether or 
not we realized it, our first instinctual thought is something like this, “God doesn’t own 
my car.  I bought and paid for it out of my own hard earned money.”  Think of all the 
creations human beings have made through the centuries: not one of them would have 
been created if God had not blessed us with intelligence, creativity, and inspiration (the 
Holy Spirit living inside us).  So, think of those things created by humans as the 
intellectual property of God. 
 
But unlike a corporation who desires compensation for the use of what they claim as 
intellectual property, God does not desire ‘compensation’.   God desires two things: a 
relationship and a partnership.   In the relationship, God freely gifts us the use of 
creation, our bodies and all created items.  But as a gift to us, we recognize God as the 
gifter and we are grateful. 
 
As a partner, God invites us into the role of steward.   God entrusted all of creation to 
our care-- living creatures, plants, land, water and humanity.  But that also includes 
being a steward of all that is.  This is where we go beyond the environment.  We are 
stewards of our own bodies, meaning we take care of ourselves in the best way possible.  
We are stewards of money and possessions, using them not just for ourselves but as 
God’s partner. 
 
We are already one month into the new year, but it is still early in the year.  So, I would 
ask you to write down on a card or in your phone, “What is one thing you will do 
differently this year because you belong to God?” 
 
Blessings, 

Pastor Sandra 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

DeWitt Atkinson, Frieda Atkinson, Pat Barham, Scott Dittloff, Peter Georgiev, Edna Hacker,  Donald Leonard, 
Alice Little, Harry Miller, Faye Randow, Marion Schroeder, Lupe Udiales, Marta Yanez, Jess Young, and Our 
Military, particularly Christian Alaniz, Ozzie Alaniz, Jordan Bielfeldt, Michael Foglio, & all our veterans. 
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ART GROUP ON HIATUS 
 

Due to the increase in COVID cases, the art group will not meet until further notice. 
 

 
Due to COVID, the family of Bob French has decided to have a private family service. They 
hope to have a public service at a later time. The family has asked that memorials got to the 

HoP AC Fund.   Bob’s memorial service will be postponed until health conditions in San 
Antonio are more favorable. 

 
Announcements will be made as soon as more information is known. 

 
 

FEBRUARY 

CELEBRATIONS 

 

 

Birthdays: 

 

Randy Stephenson, February 15 

Alice Little, February 17 

Elizabeth Miller, February 23 

 

 

Anniversaries: 

 

none 

CAM DONATIONS FOR  FEBRUARY: SOUP, MAC-&-CHEESE, SHOES FOR “SOLES FOR SOULS” 

 
OBITUARY FOR BETTY ELLEBRACHT 

 
Betty Ruth Krueger Ellebracht born on July 2, 195 in San Antonio, Texas. 

She went to be with the Lord on Monday, January 10, 2022, in San Antonio. 
 

She graduated from Southwest High School in 1973 and went to work for Gary Aircraft. 
She then went to work for Strauss Frank in the Accounting Department for 30 years. 
When Strass Frank closed, she went to work for Red McCombs Ford in San Antonio. 

 
Betty was introduced to her husband, Stanley, by mutual friends, Ellie and Rita. 

Betty married the love of her life on July 28, 2007, at the Martinez Social Club where they loved 
to go dancing. She and Stanley were also avid bowlers at the Turner Club.  

Oh, and let’s not forget her extensive Betty Boop collection, her Christmas cookies, and 
delicious potato salad! 

 
House of Prayer extends its deepest sympathy to the Ellebracht and Krueger families. 
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE: Thank you for all you do! You are much appreciated! 
 

 Readers PowerPoint Tellers Altar Guild 

FEB 
6 

 

Scott 
Dittloff 

 

Kirsten 
Mangin 

 

Karen Forse 
& Roberta Hanes 

 

Kirsten 
Mangin 

GREEN/EPIPHANY 10 am Communion 

FEB 
13 

Mandy 
Winter 

 
Katie  

Winter 

 

Karen Long 
& Jenifer Larson 

 

Jan 
Kinnunen 

GREEN/EPIPHANY 10 am Communion 

FEB 
20 

Randy 
Stephenson 

  

Linda Johnson 
& Roger Mathre 

Ray and 
Margret 

Gutierrez 

GREEN/EPIPHANY 10 am Communion 

FEB 
27 

Roger 
Mathre 

 

Julie  
Rowe 

 

Paige Vetter 
& Julie Rowe 

Jan 
Kinnunen 

GREEN/EPIPHANY 10 am Communion 
Afterwards, change 
paraments to WHITE 

       
 

This Month’s Communion Assistant is 
Eva Poblano 

 

 

This month’s usher is  
Roberta Hanes 

 
 

 
 

“Stories of Faith in Action” connects us as church and illustrates how, through your generosity, God is at work across 

the ELCA. It highlights how a portion of your offering, called Mission Support, advances the ministry of our church, 

helping the ELCA nurture Christian community, raise up leaders, serve our neighbors and strive for justice. Most 

importantly, it’s one way to thank you for your faithful generosity to your congregation, your synod and the churchwide 

organization — by showing your offering at work. Dive into the latest issue, which is now available in its digital edition 

and includes: 

 

 A special message from ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. 

 Nine inspiring stories from around the country and the world. 

 Your financial report on Mission Support — the portion of your offering your congregation 

shares with your synod, and your synod shares with the churchwide organization. 

 A story-based devotional for use at Bible studies or committee meetings. 

 

 
CIELO MINISTRIES 

 
As you can see, the demarcations for the perimeter of the garden have been erected. More progress will take place over 

the following weeks.  
 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fdownload.elca.org%2fELCA+Resource+Repository%2fSOFIA_2021-22_digital.pdf&srcid=268830&srctid=1&erid=02845a1f-0d6d-40ba-9ab8-d9ef1bcef01e&trid=02845a1f-0d6d-40ba-9ab8-d9ef1bcef01e
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GIVING STATEMENTS 
 

Your giving statement for the 2021 tax year has been emailed out by TitheLy. The email will come with a return 
address of houseofprayerlutheranchurch@messaging.church so be on the lookout for that. If TitheLy does not 
have your email address in its database, your giving statement was printed out and sent through the regular 
mail. If you do not receive your email or your paper statement in a timely manner, please contact the office. 

Likewise, please let us know if you need your statement to be signed by our treasurer in order for you to submit 
it to the IRS for tax-deduction purposes.  

 
 

PROPERTY VOLUNTEER MEETING ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
 

Lisa Moutria is our new Property Team  Chair.  She is still a relatively new member and she would like the 
opportunity to meet everyone who works on the property.  The meeting will be in-person after worship on 
February 13 in the Ascension Fellowhip Hall.  If you are not able to make it in person please contact Pastor 

Sandra-- a virtual attendance may be arranged. 
 
 

NEW CUSTODIAN 
 

Welcome to our new volunteer Custodian-- Jerry McCarty.  Jerry has been worshiping with us for several years 
and is a new member of our congregation.  He volunteered as custodian at his former congregation, Lutheran 

Church of the Resurrection, and has now offered to provide the same service here.  We are so very appreciative 
of this generous offer. 

 
 

SUNDAY ADULT CLASS 
 

We have begun reading the book The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis.  It is an interesting fictional book written 
from the perspective of a junior devil to an in-training devil.  Because of the way it is written, it causes us to 

stop and think about our own faith and how we are living it more.   Don’t worry about missing the beginning of 
the book; you can jump in at any time. 

 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY & LENT 
 

Ash Wednesday is March 2 this year which is the beginning of Lent.  
Plans for Lent are still underway and more information will follow. 

 
 

SAINT VALENTINE’S DAY 
 

Saint Valentine was a 3rd-century Roman saint, commemorated in Western Christianity on February 14 and 
in Eastern Orthodoxy on July 6. Saint Valentine was either a priest or a bishop in the Roman Empire who 

ministered to persecuted Christians. He was martyred and his body buried at a Christian cemetery on the Via 
Flaminia on February 14, which has been observed as the Feast of Saint Valentine since 496. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodoxy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishops_in_the_Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persecution_of_Christians_in_the_Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martyr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Via_Flaminia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Via_Flaminia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_Saint_Valentine
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FEBRUARY2021 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  
 
 
 

     
 

  1 2 3 4 5 

   
ADULT 
BIBLE 
STUDY 
in the 
quilting room 
at 8:00 a.m. 

 
 

   
 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
10:00 a.m. 
WORSHIP 
in-person and on Facebook 
 

11:00 a.m. 
- Adult Class 
- Handbell Choir Practice 

  
ADULT 
BIBLE 
STUDY 
in the 
quilting room 
at 8:00 a.m. 

  
 

  

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
10:00 a.m. 
WORSHIP 
in-person and on Facebook 
 

11:00 a.m. 
- Adult Class 
- Handbell Choir Practice 
- Property Volunteer 

Meeting 
 

 
 

 
ADULT 
BIBLE 
STUDY 
in the 
quilting room 
at 8:00 a.m. 

 
 

   

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
10:00 a.m. 
WORSHIP 
in-person and on Facebook 
 

11:00 a.m. 
- Adult Class 
- Handbell Choir Practice 

  
ADULT 
BIBLE 
STUDY 
in the 
quilting room 
at 8:00 a.m. 

    

27 28      
10:00 a.m. 
WORSHIP 
in-person and on Facebook 
 

11:00 a.m. 
- Adult Class 
- Handbell Choir Practice 
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HOUSE OF PRAYER  
houseofprayerlutheranchurch@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/hoplcsa/ 
www.hoplcsa.org 

(210) 696-1194 
 
 

Reverend Sandra Leifeste 
Mandy Winter, Congregation President 

Marcus Trejo, Vice President 
Scott Dittloff, Treasurer 

Shirley Vasquez, Member @ Large 
Personnel, Dave Johnson 

Worship Team, TBA 
Emmie Lou Schwarzer, Ministry Team 

Eva Poblano, Fellowship 
Roberta Hanes, Stewardship 

Lisa Moutria, Property 
Jennifer Alaniz, CIELO Ministries 

 

 

 
 

SACRD.org has a new 
Mental Healthcare Services 

portal. Visit 
https://www.sacrd.org/MentalHealth/ 
to find services to meet your 

needs. 

 
 
 
 
 
HOUSE OF PRAYER LUTHERAN CHURCH  
10226 IRONSIDE  
SAN ANTONIO TX  78230  
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
DATED MATERIAL                                                                              
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 
 
 
 

 

mailto:houseofprayerlutheranchurch@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/hoplcsa/
http://www.hoplcsa.org/
https://sanantonio.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8911679b351a445364b241f49&id=dc232e827e&e=8b9c5d00ed

