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MORNING PRAYER FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

Introductory Responses 

Presider Blessed are you, David’s heir, born to rule, 

People you received gifts from the magi. 

 

Blessed are you, Son of Man, baptized by John, 

you saved us from ourselves. 

 

Blessed are you, Servant Lord, 

teaching and preaching, healing and comforting, 

you proclaimed God’s gracious reign. 

 

With all the voices of heaven and earth, 

we celebrate your epiphany. 

Let heaven and earth shout their praise. 

 

Blessed be God: Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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The Psalm (71.1-6) 
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The First Reading (Jeremiah 1.4-10) 

Reader A reading from the book of Jeremiah: 

 

Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, "Before I formed you in the 

womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I 

appointed you a prophet to the nations." Then I said, "Ah, Lord God! Truly 

I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy." But the Lord said to me, 

"Do not say, 'I am only a boy'; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

and you shall speak whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, 

for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord." Then the Lord put out his 

hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, "Now I have put my 

words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and over 

kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to 

build and to plant." 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Responsory 

Presider O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 

People let the whole earth tremble before God. 

 

Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is sovereign. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

 

Tell out the salvation of God from day to day. 

Let the whole earth tremble before God. 

 

Declare the glory of the Holy One among the nations 

and the wonders of God among the peoples. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 

let the whole earth tremble before God. 

 

 

The Second Reading (1 Corinthians 13.1-13) 

Reader A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians: 

 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I 

am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, 

and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so 

as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away 

all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do 
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not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not 

envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it 

is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in 

the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 

all things. Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an 

end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an 

end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the 

complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I 

spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I 

became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a 

mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; 

then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, 

hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Canticle (Song of the Covenant; paraphrase of Isaiah 42.5-8a): Tune: CP 482 

Loving God who made the heavens, 

shaping skies to cover all, 

forming earth, and all upon it 

creatures dwelling in your call. 

 

Refrain 

“I’m the Lord,” you speak among us, 

“hear my name,” to Israel, 

“All its glory for no other 

than the ones with whom I dwell.” 

 

“I am God and I call for you, 

speaking out of righteousness, 

I will hold you, living cov’nant 

for the people called loveless.” 

 

Refrain 

 

“Be a light to all the nations, 

open eyes that hope to see, 

free the captives from dark dungeons, 

in my kingdom all are free.” 

 

Refrain 
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The Third Reading (Luke 4.21-30) 

Reader A reading from the Gospel according to Saint Luke: 

 

Jesus began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing." All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words 

that came from his mouth. They said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" He said 

to them, "Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 'Doctor, cure 

yourself!' And you will say, 'Do here also in your hometown the things that 

we have heard you did at Capernaum.'" And he said, "Truly I tell you, no 

prophet is accepted in the prophet's hometown. But the truth is, there were 

many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up 

three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the 

land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath 

in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet 

Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian." When 

they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, 

drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their 

town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed 

through the midst of them and went on his way. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Sermon 

 The Rev. Andrew Rampton 

 

 

Musical Reflection 

Lonesome Valley – American gospel folk song 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Presider Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

The Litany 

Leader Dear siblings in Christ, rejoicing in the love and light of God that came 

among us in Jesus Christ, let us confidently bring to the Lord our God, the 

petitions of our hearts, saying,  

People Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear us. 

 

Lord of love and light,  

Shine into our lives and bring your love into our souls. 

Remind us of the amazing ways you love us, even when we turn our 

backs on you. 

Open our hearts to receive your loving spirit. 

Open our minds to receive your wisdom. 

Open our hands to show others your loving compassion. 

Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear us. 

 

Lord of love and light, shine into the lives of those who live in areas of 

conflict, including Syria and Ukraine. The world into which Jesus was born 

was like our own, plagued by war and tension. Let us remember the 

places where conflict is ‘part and parcel’ of daily life today. Let us pray that 

shoots of hope may blossom into a lasting peace in such places. Let us 

serve as peacemakers wherever we can, including within our own 

community.   

 Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear us. 

 

Lord of love and light, 

Shine into the lives of those who are marginalized and vulnerable.   

We hold in our hearts those around us who feel unloved or forgotten or 

lonely, especially given the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions which limit in-

person contact. We hold in our minds those who are overwhelmed by their 

needs and difficulties, including those who experience addictions, financial 

insecurity, and/or homelessness. We hold in our hands your loving 

compassion to reach out to these people, with gentleness, with kindness, 

with generosity, and with respect for their humanity. 

Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear us. 
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Lord of love and light, 

Shine into the lives of those who are suffering in body, mind or spirit. 

Let us remember Brett, Derek, Karen, Kelly, Roland, ArthurLen and 

Shirley, Margaret and Ray, Eileen and Bruce, Margaret, Carolyn, Gwen, 

Harold, Steve, Sybil, Neeta, Janice, Pat, Paul, Bernard, and Denis. Let us 

pray that they may know your comfort, assurance, and peace. Let us 

serve as comforters to those around us, within and beyond our parish.  

 Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear us. 

 

Lord of love and light, 

May your perpetual light shine upon those who have died: Paul, Bernard 

and Terry. May those who mourn be comforted in knowing their loved 

ones rest eternally with you. 

Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear us. 

 

Lord of love and light, Jesus came into our world bringing Your promises 

of grace and freedom. We rejoice in the great body of people who form 

your Church and to whom we belong. We pray for Christians everywhere 

and especially for those who follow You in this parish. We thank you for 

this Holy Trinity community of faith, and for those ordained to lead us: 

Andrew, Cathy, Donald, and Fitz, our priests, and for all of the lay leaders 

who have allowed their names to stand for parish offices in the upcoming 

election. Bless the work of our ministers and leaders. Help us all to boldly 

share the good news of Your living presence in our world, and help us to 

be clear witnesses of Your light and love. 

Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear us. 

 

For whom or what else shall we give thanks for and pray for, on this 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany? (The congregation may offer prayers and 

thanksgivings, aloud, silently, or in the livestream chat.) 

 

O God, as your beloved children, we have come together to present the 

petitions of our hearts. In Your presence, may we find comfort in sorrow, 

guidance in perplexity, and the courage to overcome adversity. Above all, 

may we continue to meet Jesus each and every day, and may we go forth 

from this time of virtual worship indwelt with the Spirit.  We ask this in the 

precious name of your Word made flesh, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen 
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The Collect 

Presider Living God, 

in Christ you make all things new. 

Transform the poverty of our nature 

by the riches of your grace, 

and in the renewal of our lives 

make known your glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

People Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Presider Believing in the promises of God, 

let us pray as our Saviour taught us, in the languages of our hearts, 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Offertory Hymn: Come Down, O Love Divine (CP 645) 

 

 

Prayer Over the Gifts 

Presider God of steadfast love, 

may our offering this day, 

by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

renew us for your service. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

People Amen. 
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The Blessing 

Presider May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find 

the Christ, the Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find 

the Lord. 

People Amen. 

 

Presider May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at his 

baptism in the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to 

the waters of new birth. 

People Amen. 

 

Presider May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at 

Cana, transform your lives and make glad your hearts. 

People Amen. 

 

Presider And the blessing of God Almighty, the Source of all being, the Eternal 

Word, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. 

People Amen. 

 

 

Sending Hymn: You Are Salt for the Earth (CP 502) 

 

 

The Dismissal 

Presider Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia! 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

May Christ, who sends us to the nations, 

give us the power of the Spirit. 

Amen. 


