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From The Desk of David Abbott

=

What comes after 1 Corinthians 12?
 

It’s not a trick question, I promise. Over the last few months and continuing
over the next few, we have been looking at all things Spiritual Gifts. One of
the main biblical passages dealing with Spiritual Gifts, the passage we are

currently in, is found in 1 Corinthians 12. In this passage, Paul speaks
specifically of nine different Spiritual Gifts. This particular chapter contains

31 verses, most dealing with Spiritual Gifts. It is the last part of the last verse
that I want to focus on. In the second part of verse 31, Paul says, “And I will
show you a still more excellent way.” Paul has just spent an entire chapter

dealing with Spiritual Gifts so what could still be a more excellent way than
walking in our Spiritual Gifts?

Paul starts 1 Corinthians 13 still talking about Spiritual Gifts, but something
has changed. In these first three verses Paul talks about tongues, prophecy,

knowledge, faith, and compassion…all are Spiritual Gifts. However, the more
excellent way is….LOVE.

February is the LOVE month, you know, Valentines Day. A time where we
make sure to tell those we LOVE, well, that we LOVE them. I know that LOVE
itself is not listed among the Spiritual Gifts but if God is our greatest gift and

God is LOVE, well then, I think one can say that above all, LOVE is the
greatest gift!

To have Spiritual Gifts is very nice and important.
To have a church to call home is commanded in the scripture.

To be a good person is honorable.
To have LOVE is everything. To LOVE and be LOVED is both our greatest fear
and our greatest desire. To truly know that we are LOVED by God allows us to

LOVE others even when they do not do a good job of LOVING us back. To
LOVE someone does NOT mean you have to agree on everything. I could go

on and on about LOVE or I could tell you to find out what comes after 1
Corinthians 12?

That’s right, 1 Corinthians 13. 
Maybe the Beatles were on to something; maybe All You Need is LOVE. Well,

at least that’s a good start.
Happy February

david
LOVE well, LOVE often.

LOVE God, LOVE people.

January did not turn out how I thought
it would. Since the church has gone to
virtual worship, we have not been able

to have Sunday School. I am looking
into starting a virtual Sunday School so
we can still see each other. Hopefully

we will be back in person soon.
We are continuing to have tutoring on
Wednesday afternoons in the fireplace
room. The kids show around 3:30 and
stay until their homework is done. We
usually have around 2 to 4 kids show
up. This has turned out to be a great
way to have some one-on-one time
with the kids and we enjoy helping

them with their studies. 
That Thursday Thing is also continuing.
We have an average number of 8 kids
on Thursdays. We never know what to
expect but it is always fun, and we love
have the kids around. We could always

use the help if anyone is willing to
come. We would like to find some help
with preparing the meals for the kids if
you are anyone you know is interested.

 
Lynessa Grossman

 

Trinity Kids



Susan Says.....
Executive Pastor Susan Roehs 

 Greetings,
 

At the end February we will have completed the New Testament.  I am so proud of our
congregation.  You began last March and have faithfully read through the New

Testament with me.  I hope you now feel you know the Bible better and most of all, I
pray that you have developed a deeper relationship with God.

 
In March, we will begin a study on the Old Testament.  Because the Old Testament is

longer and more diverse, we will read it a little differently.  An observation that is often
made is that God is different in the Old Testament than he is in the New Testament. 
 People see God to be a more loving God in New Testament times and an angry God

throughout the Old Testament.  Through an exercise our Old Testament professor had us
complete in seminary; I have learned that God’s character is the same throughout the

Bible.
 

 So, I would like us to explore the God of the Old Testament this year.  I have entitled the
study, Discovering the God of the Old Testament.  I am planning for the format of the
study to be different as well.  I will still ask you to read a chapter of the Bible each
week, but I would like there to be more focus on small group study with this reading

plan.  I will be teaching a small group, and so will others.  More on that soon.  I’m really
excited to get started with this and hope you are, too.

 
Pastor Susan

Love God.
Love People.

Make Disciples.



UPDATE ON DAYCARE

After much state red tape, we have an inspection date of February 3rd.  I hope to begin
advertising after that inspection and open two weeks later.  Please pray that all goes well with

this inspection.  After much prayer and discussion, we have decided to tap into the most needed
area of daycare, infants.  To begin, we will be accepting students who are 6 weeks old to 36

months.  In time I hope to have enough teachers to open us up to 3–5-year-olds.

If you know of anyone who would be a great lead teacher or teacher’s assistant, please ask them
to contact me at the Daycare.  The number is 260-420-8651.  Or they can email me at

TTTykes@gmail.com.

Finance Notes 
 

End of Year Report of Giving and Expenses for 2021
 

Total Income for General Fund giving    $142,399
Total Expense for General fund expense   $238,206

 
What is General Fund Giving and expense? 

Giving is equal to the many tithes and offerings, given on Sunday, including those received by mail and
online giving. In addition, we include the rent that is received from Carry the Word, NCC, other building use

and the Day Care.
General Fund expenses are the everyday things that we spend to keep our church and ministries going. The
salaries, the toilet paper and hand towels, coffee cups and dish soap, copy paper for letters, newsletters etc.

In addition, we have expenses for building maintenance, tithes to conference and our district office and
employment taxes. There are phone bills, technology fees and maintenance, security fees and the

wonderful heating and air.
Running a church budget is not unlike your household budget; there are things you can adjust to lessen our

expenditure each month. But there are many budget items that are not an option. We must pay our light
bill and we must pay our staff.

Income is the hard part to manage. With COVID we have been limited not only to the ministries we can
participate in but we have had to shut our doors on Sundays. This is extremely hard on our giving income.

Of course, other income has been affected also, such as the Crossroads Daycare closing and NCC not
meeting in church has affected our building income.

Again, we are fortunate to have had donations that have helped us with the shortfalls. We received a
$25,000 grant in 2020 and have been approved for a $10,000 grant in 2021. (Although I haven’t heard when

the government is going to release this). Memorials are another avenue that has helped keep Trinity going.
Our building is becoming somewhat of a liability to us, water coming in the basement walls, fires in the

boiler and bats in the belfry. Please pray about how we can continue to sustain this beautiful building we
call Trinity. 

I do want to keep in mind though that Church is NOT a building but Church is those who come together
within this building or tent or under a tree and worship Jesus as our Lord and Savior. Let us worship

together and give thanks for what we have.
 

Mary DeLaRosa, Finance Chair



A FEW SIGNIFICANT DATES
 

1919 … On October 16th the
purchase of the land was
completed.  103 years ago

1921 … On March 1st ground was
broken for the new building.  101

years ago
1921 … On July 24th the

cornerstone was laid.    101 years
ago

1922 … On Oct. 22nd  the
membership was stated to be 732.  

100 years ago
1922 … On March 5th the new

building was dedicated.   100 years
ago

 As you can see, the 100th
anniversary of our building’s

dedication is coming fast. Do we
celebrate this in some way? Do we
recognize this as a simple footnote
in our history? Over the last year
the planning and building of the

new structure has been
chronicled. The material for this
has been garnered from Trustee
minutes, Administrative Board
minutes, Quarterly conference

reports, and Rev. Wright’s
descriptions. The hope is that you
have enjoyed reading about this

part of our history and have
discovered new information about
the legacy the builder’s left for us.

 
Pat Hippensteele

Historian
 

Guatemala Update
 

Among other challenges that have come about
during this time of constant change and unknowns,

travel has also been greatly affected by Covid
outbreaks and the resulting shortages. The many
changing variables recently have lead us to decide
that it would be best to postpone our Guatemala

trip for the time being. We were originally planning
to take a group in April this year, but will now be

looking at rescheduling a trip for this summer. We
certainly do not want to consider our mission trip
cancelled, as we will still be working towards the

opportunity to serve in Guatemala. We simply
want to be responsible about ensuring the health,
safety, and care of our team both here at home
and while away. The current rise in cases has not
only been affecting us here in the states, but has

been greatly felt by the people of Guatemala.
Many of our partners in ministry there have been
sick or are currently recovering from illness. The
travel requirements for the country have been

changing, and there are still very strict mandates
for the businesses and people there. We will be
announcing new summer dates for the trip soon.
Please continue to keep our team and leadership

in your prayers, as well as our brothers and sisters
in Guatemala. 



February  2022
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 Revelation 4

Pray for Pastor
David

2 Revelation 5

Pray for
Brittney

3 Revelation 6

Pray for our
congregation

4 Revelation 7

Pray for
President Biden

5

6 7 Revelation 8

Pray for
Pastor Susan

8 Revelation 9

Pray for Joe
and Mary

9 Revelation 10

Pray for our
community

10 Revelation 11

Pray for those
in prison

11 Revelation 12

Pray for
Lynessa

12

13 14 Revelation 13

Pray for
Kaleela

15 Revelation 14

Pray for Vice

President Harris

16 Revelation 15

Pray for those with

addictions

17 Revelation 16

Pray for those with

cancer

18 Revelation17

Pray for our country

19

20 21 Revelation 18

Pray for those

with Covid

22 Revelation19

Pray for the United

Methodist Church

23 Revelation 20

Pray for
Breonna

24 Revelation 21

Pray for Dan

25 Revelation 22

Pray for peace
in Ukraine

26

27 28

Pray a
blessing over
Trinity UMC

Please be sure and check out our new website
www.trinityumcfw.org! A lot of hard work has gone into
revamping it.  Our sermons will stream live from it as well as
Facebook.

http://www.trinityumcfw.org


Trinity United Methodist Church

609 Putnam Street

Fort Wayne, IN  46808

Thursday, February 17

6:00-10:00pm

@ The War Memorial Coliseum

Every year, a collection of Christian artists join together to form the Winter Jam Tour, which travels the
country putting on spectacular concert performances with a guest speaker. We invite all youth to
come, bring friends, and join us for a night of music and fun! The cost is $10 at the door. Doors open
at 6:00pm, but there is always a big crowd in line. We will be meeting at the church at 4:30 to carpool
there, and stop for food on the way. Talk to Kaleela for more information to come.




