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The Story That Makes Sense of our Stories 
“Purpose” 
Genesis 1:1 

Delivered at Central Baptist Church on January 23, 2022 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 (SHOW SLIDE 01) Last week we began a new series that I am calling, “The Story That 
Makes Sense of our Stories.”  We have all been born into the gigantic story of this 
universe.  The story began long before we arrived and will continue long after we die.  
As we grow up, we gradually start to make sense of this story we find ourselves born 
into.   

o As we grow up, our parents and other people teach us their interpretation of this 
gigantic story we have been born into.  They explain things such as where we 
came from, why we’re here, how we should live (and how we should not live), 
and what happens when we die.   

 So, it’s not just that we were born into this gigantic story.  We are all 
taught some interpretation of what this story is.  For example, what is the 
sun?  Throughout history many children have been taught that the sun is 
a god.  I’m guessing you were taught a different story.   

 Author Ian Provan rightly points out that when we are young we just accept the story 
that our parents and others tell us as the true story of the universe.  At first it doesn’t 
even occur to us that the story could be any different from what we’ve been taught.     

o But as we grow up we start to question the story that our parents have taught 
us.  Is it the true story of how things really are?  We also start to learn that there 
are many other stories for how people interpret life in this universe.  Even more 
disturbing is that these stories disagree with each other and so can’t all be true.  
The sun is either a god or it is not.  There is either life after death or there is not.1 

 We all eventually come to the point where we want to get behind all the 
opinions and disagreement; we want to know the true story of this 
universe and our part in it. 

 So, the purpose of this series is to help us wrestle with all of this.  Here’s the question 
we are going to ask: (SHOW SLIDE 02) what story makes the best sense of the universe 
in which we find ourselves? 

o Each week we are going to look at a specific topic, such as our belief in human 
rights or why human beings can be so good and so evil. (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 03)  
We will compare and contrast stories people believe and ask what story makes 
the best sense of that particular topic.   

 To guide all of this we’re going back to reconsider the first three chapters 
of the Bible.  These first three chapters of Genesis claim to provide the 
true story of all things.   

                                                 
1 Ian Provan, Seriously Dangerous Religion: What the Old Testament really says and why it matters, 21-22. 
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 So, let’s get this series going.  Today we are going to look at just the first sentence of the 
Bible.  Here is what it says: (SHOW SLIDE 04) In the beginning, God created the heavens 
and the earth. 

o This opening sentence of the Bible makes at least three claims about this gigantic 
story that we have all found ourselves born into. 

 
THE UNIVERSE HAD A BEGINNING 

 The first thing Genesis 1:1 says about this gigantic story we have been born into is this: 
(SHOW SLIDE 05) The universe had a beginning (which means it is not eternal). 

o (SHOW SLIDE 06) In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  The 
Bible says the universe had a beginning.   

 The Bible goes on to say that the universe as we presently know it will 
also come to an end.  In Isaiah 65:17 God says, (SHOW SLIDE 07) “For 
behold, I create new heavens and a new earth.” 

 This is a very different understanding of the universe than most have held throughout 
history.   

o (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 08) For instance, the eastern religions such as Hinduism and 
Buddhism teach that the universe has no beginning or end.  There are endless 
cycles of reincarnation that we hope to break out of in order to join with the 
eternal oneness of all things.  

 Throughout western history people have also believed the universe is eternal. Great 
thinkers like Aristotle (who lived in the 4th century BC), believed that matter, motion, 
and time are eternal and therefore the world is also eternal.   

o Even up to recent times, many scientists took on the Hindu idea that the 
universe is forever going through cycles of birth, death, and rebirth.  Even Albert 
Einstein initially believed that the universe had no beginning or end in time.  It 
was not until 1929 when Hubble and his colleagues discovered the expansion of 
the universe that they began to consider that it had a beginning.   

 Unless you hold to an eastern religion, we all now agree with physicist 
Stephen Hawking when he writes that, (SHOW SLIDE 09) “Almost 
everyone now believes that the universe, and time itself, had a 
beginning.” 

 The opening verse of the Bible, written over 3500 years ago, makes a claim that 
scientists have only recently come to believe; namely that there was a beginning to 
everything.   

o (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 10) So, as we start to make sense of this universe that we 
find ourselves in we must ask, “Which story makes the best sense of the fact 
that the universe had a beginning?”   

 So far, we can see that the Old Story of the Bible is doing really well for its 
first sentence declares that the universe had a beginning. 

 
THE UNIVERSE WAS CREATED BY GOD 
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 The second thing the opening sentence of the Bible tells us about the universe in which 
we have found ourselves is that (SHOW SLIDE 11) The universe was created by God 
(which means God pre-existed the universe). 

o Way back in the late 1600’s the German mathematician and philosopher 
Gottfried Leibniz asked the ultimate question about the universe: (SHOW SLIDE 
12) “Why is there something rather than nothing?” —Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz 
(1646-1716) 

 Surely this is one of the biggest questions that can be asked.  Why does the universe 
even exist?  And the next big question after that is, “Why do I even exist?” What story 
makes the best sense of the fact that anything exists at all? 

o (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 13) Of course, the most common story in our day goes 
something like this: there was nothing (no God or anything else, just nothing), 
and then the universe exploded into existence through the Big Bang, and after 
billions of years life evolved on our planet so that you and I eventually came into 
existence.  

 For instance, in his 2010 book The Grand Design the world-famous 
physicist Stephen Hawking writes, (SHOW SLIDE 14) “Because there is a 
law such as gravity, the universe can and will create itself from nothing. 
Spontaneous creation is the reason there is something rather than 
nothing, why the universe exists, why we exist. . . . It is not necessary to 
invoke God.” 

 That’s one story that is trying to make sense of the gigantic story we find ourselves in.  
But it comes with a serious problem.  John Lennox, who is Professor of Mathematics at 
Oxford University, wrote an article pointing out the big problem in this story of the 
universe.2   

o Can you see the problem in Hawking quote?  Notice on the one hand he says 
that before the universe existed there was nothing.  But then notice that he also 
says that before the universe existed there was gravity.   

 But to say that there was gravity is to say that there was something.  To 
say there was nothing means not even gravity existed.  But to say gravity 
was present is to either say that gravity is eternal or that gravity created 
itself out of nothing.  So, Lennox asks, “How did gravity exist in the first 
place?  Who put gravity there?  What was the creative force that made 
gravity exist?” 

o (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 15) So to believe this story of the universe you have to 
believe in something that is logically impossible and physically impossible.  You 
have to believe that nothing can produce something; you have to believe that 
nothing produced everything that exists, including you. 

 Compare that story with the story we read in the opening sentence of Genesis.  (SHOW 
SLIDE 16) In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

                                                 
2 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-1308599/Stephen-Hawking-wrong-You-explain-universe-God.html  

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-1308599/Stephen-Hawking-wrong-You-explain-universe-God.html
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o The little phrase “the heavens and the earth” refers to all that there is in the 
universe.  The word “created” declares that the universe was made.  And the 
word “God” tells us who made it.    

 So, the Bible says that the reason there is something rather than nothing, 
is because God created it all. 

 But it is of course right here that you can probably guess the objection that gets raised. 
In that same book, Hawking goes on to say, (SHOW SLIDE 17) “Some would claim the 
answer to these questions is that there is a God who chose to create the universe that 
way. It is reasonable to ask who or what created the universe, but if the answer is 
God, then the question has merely been deflected to that of who created God.” 

o So, we pushed back earlier against the common story most believe by asking, 
“how can nothing produce everything?” It’s illogical.  But now Hawking is 
pushing back to say, “if God created everything then who created God?” 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 18) Let’s think that through.  I want to suggest that asking that 
means a person has made a most elementary and basic mistake.  Why?  Because notice 
that the question has placed God within the realm of that which is created. So we’re 
talking here about a created God and we’re asking who or what created him.   

o But I say it is an elementary mistake because the claim of Genesis 1:1 and the 
rest of the Bible is that God wasn’t created.  God is uncreated.  God is eternal.  
He is not a character in the story.  He is the Author who stands outside the story.  

 So, the question simply does not apply to him because it is illogical to ask 
how an uncreated being can be created. 

o Now is it hard to understand how God can be eternal and uncreated?  Of course, 
it is.  But surely any being powerful enough to create the universe would be 
someone whom our tiny brains could not understand.   

 So what story best makes sense of how the universe came into existence?   
o Is it the story that says nothing produced everything, including you?  Or is it the 

story that says an eternal and powerful God created everything, including you?   
 
THE UNIVERSE WAS CREATED WITH PURPOSE 

 The third thing the opening sentence of the Bible tells us about the universe in which we 
find ourselves is that (SHOW SLIDE 19) The universe was created with purpose (which 
explains why we all live as if our lives truly have meaning). 

o We do not merely wish that our lives had meaning and purpose.  We live as if 
they do.  We seek marriage, have kids, get jobs, pursue projects, go on vacations, 
meet with friends, and take up hobbies.  We do these things because we believe 
they matter.  We believe our lives have purpose and we believe it in our core. 

 So, the question we have to ask then is this: (SHOW SLIDE 20) What story makes the 
best sense of the fact that we all live as if our lives truly have meaning and purpose?   

o Let’s consider three potential stories: the pessimistic secular story, the optimistic 
secular story, and the Christian story. 

 
THE PESSIMISTIC SECULAR STORY 
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 First, consider (SHOW SLIDE 21) the pessimistic secular story: life has no ultimate 
meaning or purpose, and we must face this harsh reality.   

o The pessimistic secular story is the one we talked about earlier.  It goes like this: 
there is no ultimate purpose to anything.  The universe did not come into 
existence on purpose but by accident when the Big Bang happened billions of 
years ago.  Your life is also an accident of evolutionary chance.  Soon you will die 
and eventually the whole universe will die. It will be like none of it every 
happened.  

 This is pessimistic, but the best and honest atheists admit if this is the story of the 
universe that we find ourselves in then we must face up to the fact that our lives really 
have no ultimate meaning or purpose.   

o It’s a bitter pill to swallow, but it is perfectly logical.  In the end, your life and all 
that you have done, will literally be for nothing because as the atheist 
philosopher Thomas Nagel says, (SHOW SLIDE 22) “it wouldn’t matter if you had 
never existed.”3   

 
THE OPTIMISTIC SECULAR STORY 

 Almost no one can swallow this bitter pill.  We cannot live with such a sense of despair. 
And so a new story has emerged that we can call (SHOW SLIDE 23) The optimistic 
secular story: life has no ultimate meaning, but we can create our own meaning.  

o This story is the exact same story as the pessimistic secular story.  It logically 
agrees that there is no ultimate meaning or purpose to our lives, but then goes 
on to say we can create our own sense of meaning.   

 At first glance this sounds good, but it does not work for at least two reasons.  First, we 
cannot find the deep sense of meaning and purpose that we all crave.  We try to find 
meaning in things like marriage, family, jobs, and vacations.  And these do provide some 
sense of meaning, but as modern people we cannot shake the idea that there must be 
something more.  And so, we keep pursuing new things to find that elusive meaning. 

o Yet, right here we need to listen to people who have achieved all the things we 
are pursuing.  Think for instance of the singer John Mayer, who has won seven 
Grammy awards.  He sings a song where he talks about how he has it all, but 
then comes to the chorus and sings:  

o (SHOW SLIDE 24)  
o Something's missing 

And I don't know how to fix it 
Something's missing 
And I don't know what it is 
No I don't know what it is 
At all 

o (SHOW SLIDE 25) 
o Friends 

(Check) 

                                                 
3 Thomas Nagel, What does it all mean? A very short introduction to philosophy, 96. 
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Money 
(Check) 
Good times 
(Check) 
Opposite sex 
(Check) 

o (SHOW SLIDE 26) 
o Guitar 

(Check) 
Microphone 
(Check) 
Messages waiting on me when 
I come home 
(Check) 

 So, the idea that we can create our own meaning and purpose works to a 
certain degree, but when we are honest like John Mayer, we admit that 
there’s still something missing.   

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 27) But secondly, and probably more importantly, to say that we 
can create our own meaning is to live in denial of reality.  It is to play pretend.  It is to 
purposely live in a way that you know is not true.   

o You can’t say the universe has no purpose, but then say that we can create 
meaning.  It’s not true meaning.  It’s just pretended meaning.  It is to live as if the 
universe has meaning when it actually doesn’t. 

 One person who made this point so well is the English writer H.G. Wells, who wrote The 
War of the Worlds.  He also wrote a short story called The Time Machine.  In the story a 
man invents a time travel device and goes far into the future to discover the destiny of 
humanity.  A few hundred years in the future he sees civilizations growing and thriving.  
But then as he goes further into the future they start to collapse. Then far into the 
future humanity goes extinct.  He goes even farther into the future until the earth has 
no life left on it except a bit of lichen and moss.   

o Describing this future moment, the time traveler says, (SHOW SLIDE 28) “The 
world was silent.  It would be hard to convey the stillness of it.  All the sounds 
of man, the bleating of sheep, the cries of birds, the hum of insects, the stir 
that makes the background or our lives – all was over.”4  

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 29) He then sits in his time travel machine and watches out the 
window as he travels millions of more years into the future.  He watches the mountains 
gradually disappear and then, to his horror, he watches the sun fade and die until the 
sky is absolutely black.   

o All that humanity has worked for is gone.  All we have loved and cherished is 
gone.  The horror of the great darkness overwhelms him and he flees back to the 
present day.  The book ends with him spending three years in the present and 
then disappearing forever with his time machine. 

                                                 
4 H.G. Wells, The Time Traveler, (Everyman’s Library), 80-81. 
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 Wells then adds a one-page epilogue pondering if the time traveler went far back in 
time or if he went forward to see the advancements of human civilization. But if he 
went forward, what would he be going forward to?  We read (SHOW SLIDE 30)  

o “[The time traveler] thought cheerlessly of the Advancement of Mankind, and 
saw in the growing pile of civilization only a foolish heaping that must 
inevitably fall back upon and destroy its makers in the end.”5  

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 31) Do you see what Wells is saying?  He’s trying to get us to come 
to grip with the pessimistic story.  He’s saying there is no God, no afterlife, and all the 
things that we have worked so hard to achieve and find meaning in will, in the end, 
mean nothing.  It will be like we never existed at all.  But even H.G. Wells cannot 
swallow the bitter pill of the pessimistic story.  So, what does Wells say we should do 
about this?  Here’s the big line he ends with: (SHOW SLIDE 32) “If that is so, it remains 
for us to live as though it were not so.” 

o The only way we can escape the despair of the pessimistic secular story is to 
pretend that life has meaning.  To live as if our lives have purpose, when they 
actually don’t.  To live as if our achievements matter, when they actually don’t.  
To live as if that deep sense of purpose inside of us is real, when it actually isn’t. 

 The optimistic secular story is a way of living in denial.  It’s not real.  And 
yet no one can really swallow the bitter pill of the pessimistic secular 
story.   
 

THE CHRISTIAN STORY 
 Yet, I want us to turn in the final place to consider (SHOW SLIDE 33) the Christian story, 

which says life has true meaning because God created us with purpose.  
o Genesis 1:1 says, (SHOW SLIDE 34) In the beginning, God created the heavens 

and the earth.  As you read on in Genesis 1-3 you discover that this eternal and 
powerful God is also a personal being.  God is not an impersonal force like in Star 
Wars.  God is also not the tree or the water.   

 God is a person.  God speaks.  God creates human beings in his image – 
we are personal beings like our Creator.   

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 35) So the Christian story declares that at the very centre of all 
reality is a Person.  And this personal God created his universe on purpose.  The 
universe is not an accident.  You are not an accident.  You were created on purpose by 
God.   

o That deep sense inside of you that believes your life matters is real. That deep 
sense inside of you that your life has purpose is real.  That deep sense inside of 
you that believes your actions matter is real.   

 Further, the Christian story says that when you sense like John Mayer 
that something is missing, that something is God himself.  As Augustine, 
the famous church leader of the 4th century, wrote, (SHOW SLIDE 36) 
“Our hearts are restless, until they find their rest in you.”   

                                                 
5 Ibid. 87. 
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 Your Creator wants you to know him.  The story of the Bible is we have all been 
deceived into thinking that we can live apart from our Creator.  We have all turned away 
from our Creator.  But the good news of the Bible is that the uncreated Creator entered 
into time and space history in order to bring us back to himself.  Jesus died on the cross 
to forgive our sins so that we can be reconciled to God and brought into his family. And 
so we read in John chapter 1. 

o (SHOW SLIDE 37) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. . . 
. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. . . . to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. 

 Do you want to know true meaning and purpose?  Receive Jesus. (SHOW 
TITLE SLIDE 38)  He will make you into a new creation.  He created you 
and he will shape you to become exactly who he purposed you to be.  
And the Christian story says that because Jesus died and rose again, all 
who belong to Jesus will die but be raised from the dead, to be brought 
into a new heavens and a new earth where we will dwell with our Creator 
forever.  This is meaning.  This is purpose.  

 
CONCLUSION 

 All of this comes full circle now: we have all been born into the gigantic story of this 
universe.  But what is the big story that we find ourselves in?  There are many different 
stories people have told to make sense of it all.   

o What story do you think makes the best sense of this life?  What story makes the 
best sense of the fact that you live as if your life truly has meaning and purpose?  
I have tried to show you today that I think it is the Christian story that makes the 
best sense of all our stories. 

 And the invitation at the end of this message is to believe it and embrace 
it.  To come to Jesus and say, “Forgive me not living for you.  I give you 
my life.  Teach me how to fulfill the purpose for which I was created.” 

 
 


