
2022 Wave of Prayer #1—January 15, 2022  

January 6 marked the one-year anniversary of the attack on the Capitol, a reminder of the polarization 

within our country. While the polarization is deep, so are efforts to bridge the divide, with numerous 

organizations bringing people from different sides together to build understanding. 

• God, we thank you for those who are working to soften the divisions among us. Help us 

remember that you are the creator of every one of us on this earth, that we are each created 

in your likeness, and that we are each beloved. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

January 11 marked the 20th anniversary of the opening of the Guantanamo Bay detention facility. Since 

2002, 780 men from 48 countries have been detained, and in many cases, tortured and abused. Only 16 

were ever charged with a criminal offence. While President Obama vowed to close the facility in 2009, it 

remains open today with 39 detainees. 

• God, we pray for the closure of the Guantanamo Bay detention camp. For all those who were 

held at Guantanamo Bay, we pray for healing for the traumas that they faced. Loving God, we 

offer you our prayer.  

Inflation in the United States is now higher than it has been in 40 years. The high cost of food, clothing, 

gas, housing, and many of life’s necessities impacts many people, especially those with lower incomes. 

On January 9, the CLC coffee hour highlighted the realities of poverty in Athens County, realities that are 

sometimes overlooked or not fully understood. 

• God, we thank you for the chance to learn more about the poverty surrounding us. We 

acknowledge that while we desire economic equity for all people, we realize that equity is not 

easy to attain. We pray that you would inspire and nudge us to find ways to help our 

community, our county, our country, and the world become more equitable. 

In 2021, nineteen U.S. states passed laws to restrict voting. President Biden and the current 

administration seek to pass laws that would prevent voter suppression. On January 12, the Ohio 

Supreme Court determined that both the state legislative district map and the US Representative district 

map drawn following the 2020 census were unconstitutionally gerrymandered. The court ordered the 

Ohio Redistricting Commission to draw new maps giving voters more equitable representation. 

• God, we pray that democracy may be upheld in our country. May elections be fair. May 

district lines be impartial. May the voices of all eligible voters be heard, without anyone being 

suppressed in any way. Loving God, we offer you our prayer.  

Unrest exists in so many places in our world, currently in Kazakhstan and Ukraine. On January 2, protests 

began in Kazakhstan due to an increase in fuel prices. While Kazakhstan is rich in natural resources, most 

Kazakhs do not benefit from this wealth. The government’s response to quell the protests has resulted 

in civilian deaths. The confrontation between Russia and Ukraine began in 2014 and continues to 

escalate. With 100,000 Russian troops on the Ukraine border, there is fear and uncertainty for Ukraine. 

• God, we pray for areas of the world experiencing conflict and turmoil, like Kazakhstan and 

Ukraine. May peaceful protests be allowed. May economic equity be achieved. May 

diplomatic solutions to problems be sought. May the people of Kazakhstan and Ukraine live 

freely, without fear or the threat of violence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  


