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ACTS: Where We’ve Been 
 
 
 

AMBUSHES: How to Survive and Thrive 

Acts 12:1 (NASB) Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the church in order to 

mistreat [persecute] them.  

1. Ambushes don’t maintain a SCHEDULE.  They also put us in places of contradiction! 
 
 
 

1 Peter 4:12 (NIV) Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something 
strange were happening to you. 

 
 
Acts 12:2 (NASB) And he had James the brother of John put to death with a sword.  

 
 
 
Acts 12:3 (NASB) When he [King Herod Agrippa I] saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also.  

Now it was during the days of Unleavened Bread.  4 When he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him 

to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out before the people. 

2. Ambushes appear UNRELENTING! 
 
 
 
 
 
Acts 12:5 (NASB) So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church to 

God.  

3. We have some unexpected RESOURCES! 
 
 
 
2 Corinthians 10:3 (NIV) For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  4 The weapons 

we fight with are not the weapons of the world.  On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish 
strongholds.  5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, 

and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 
 

James 4:1 (NIV) What causes fights and quarrels among you?  Don't they come from your desires that battle 
within you?  2 You want something but don't get it.  You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want.  You 
quarrel and fight.  You do not have, because you do not ask God.  3 When you ask, you do not receive, because 

you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 
 
 



Acts 12:6 (NASB) On the very night when Herod was about to bring him forward, Peter was sleeping between two 

soldiers, bound with two chains, and guards in front of the door were watching over the prison. 

4. God is still WORKING even in the ambush! 
 
 
 
Acts 12:7 (NASB) And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared and a light shone in the cell; and he struck 

Peter's side and woke him up, saying, "Get up quickly."  And his chains fell off his hands.  8 And the angel said to 

him, "Gird yourself and put on your sandals."  And he did so. And he said to him, "Wrap your cloak around you 

and follow me." 

 
 
 
Acts 12:9 (NASB) And he [Peter] went out and continued to follow, and he did not know that what was being done 

by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 

 
 
 
Acts 12:10 (NASB) When they had passed the first and second guard, they came to the iron gate that leads into the 

city, which opened for them by itself; and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel 

departed from him.  11 When Peter came to himself, he said, "Now I know for sure that the Lord has sent forth His 

angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting." 

 
 
 
Acts 12:12 (NASB) And when he [Peter] realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John who was 

also called Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. 

5. Ambushes can cause us to miss God’s response TEMPORARILY! 
 
 
 
Acts 12:13 (NASB) When he [Peter] knocked at the door of the gate, a servant-girl named Rhoda came to answer.  
14 When she recognized Peter's voice, because of her joy she did not open the gate, but ran in and announced that 

Peter was standing in front of the gate.  15 They said to her, "You are out of your mind!"  But she kept insisting that 

it was so.  They kept saying, "It is his angel."  16 But Peter continued knocking; and when they had opened the door, 

they saw him and were amazed. 

 
 
 
Acts 12:17 (NASB) But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he [Peter] described to them how the Lord 

had led him out of the prison.  And he said, "Report these things to James and the brethren."  Then he left and went 

to another place.  

 
 

LESSONS FOR TODAY 

1. We are all faced with a series of great opportunities brilliantly DISGUISED as impossible situations. 
 
 
James 1:2 (NASB) Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of 

your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing. … 12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he 

will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 
 



1 Peter 4:12 (NASB) Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your 
testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings 

of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 
14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  15 

Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16 but if anyone 
suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name. … 19 Therefore, those also who 

suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right. 
 
 
 
2. If there is to be a solution, it will take divine INTERVENTION. 
 
 
 
Psalm 46:10 (NASB) “Cease striving and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted 

in the earth." 
 
 


