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On Earth as it is in Heaven - Episode IV
“Forgiveness” - Pastor Heather Roman

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  Mathew 6:12

1) Forgive us our debts…

When we use the word debt today it is almost always referring to financial
debt. What Jesus is referring to here, though, is not money but a moral 
debt - known as sin.

Sin continues that separation between God and people.

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 
some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with 
her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 
realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 
coverings for themselves. Then the man and his wife heard the sound of 
the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord 
God called to the man, “Where are you?”  Gen 3:5b-9

As soon as Adam and Eve realized what they had done, they were 
ashamed of themselves, they covered themselves up and they ran and 
hid. God asked ‘where are you?’ because He did not want to be  
separated from them.

God established a plan to allow people to gain access to Him once 
again:

We have all fallen short of the glory of God, of his perfection. Rom 3:23

So we are sinful, we are not perfect. What’s next for us?

An understanding of what the cost is for that sin:

The wages of sin is death…  Romans 6:23

And an understanding of our way back to God: ‘...but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus’

God so loved the world, that He gave His one and only Son…’ to be
the ultimate sacrifice for us and grant us that eternal life.  John 3:16

The Bible tells that all that is required for us to be forgiven of our sin is a
belief in Jesus, a confession of our sins and a repentance of them.

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  John 1:9   
Scripture tells us that He does this for us because of His compassion, His 
grace, His mercy and His love. And we know that He wants to be near us. 
He doesn’t want us shamefully covering up and hiding away. He wants 
that beautiful life-giving relationship restored.

Our imperfection and humanity carries with it a need for forgiveness and 
the freedom that that forgiveness brings us, as well as a need to forgive 
other people around us as they are equally imperfect.

2) …as we forgive our debtors.

For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly 
father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your 
Father will not forgive your sins.  Mathew 6:14-15

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with 
every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiv-
ing each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. Follow God’s example 
therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us…’ Eph 4:31-5:2
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If you forgive:

• you open the door for God to forgive you
• you can have peace and not walk in tension
• you will be able to see the other person as God does and love them 

as they are
• you will be free from that weight

If you do not forgive:

• continue to live in that tension which would grow into bitterness
• that weight would remain
• it would affect sleep, health, your mind
• a filter of anger, of mistrust would remain

‘You intended to harm me but God intended it for good.‘ Gen 50:20 

Sometimes we need to ask someone to forgive us. A simple and sincere
‘Please forgive me for _____. I regret doing that or saying that’ is a very
effective way to open up the door to restore that relationship, just like we 
do with the Lord.

3) What about forgiving ourselves?

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not 
let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. Galatians 5:1

All scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.


