
 
 

January 23, 2022   ~   “An Invitation To Adventure   ~   Revelation 1:1-8  

 

OPEN 

 
What is the greatest adventure you have ever had?  In the summer of 1986, I 
travelled on a mission team to Pakistan.  One part of our trip to us to the 
mountainous Hunza valley in the Gilgit-Baltistan region.  We visited the Baltit 
Fort near the town of Karimabad, dating from the 8th Century AD.  Part of that 
journey had us cross a river by foot.  I got halfway and then swept down and 
lodged behind a rock.  It was a very dangerous situation but we were helped 
and then housed for the night by some local men. 
 
Over the next we are considering the invitation to Live the Adventure of 
Jesus.  We will be looking at the first three chapters of Revelation.  God calls 
all Christ followers into the incredible spiritual journey of being united in 
relationship with God through Jesus.  As Jesus expressed in John 17:3 [THE 

MESSAGE]: “And this is the real and eternal life: that they know you, the one 
and only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you sent.” 
 
We might even think of Jesus’ prayer in John 17 as a “blueprint” for the 
adventure of following Jesus.  “The goal is for all of them to become one 
heart and mind - just as you, Father, are in me and I in you, so they might be 
one heart and mind with us…Then they'll be mature in this oneness, and give 
the godless world evidence that you've sent me and loved them in the same 
way you've loved me.” (vv. 21,23 THE MESSAGE) 
 
 

DIG 

 
Today we begin with Revelation 1:1-8.  This contains the prologue 
(introductory comments to a literary work) to the book (vv.1-3).  This offers to 
us An Invitation to Adventure.  The bulk of our ten-part survey focuses on 
seven case studies of churches in 1st Century Asia Minor who were living 
out their adventure with Jesus.    If we pay attention, we will discover vital 
lessons for our own journey with Jesus – here are four considerations. 
 
Consideration One:  Apocalyptic – verses 1-2 
 
The book of Revelation is a circular letter, written by pastor John (“bond-slave 
of God”), to churches beginning to experience pushback against their faith in 
Jesus.  He was giving testimony to the Word of God and the life of Jesus. 

The word “revelation” comes from the Greek word apokalypsis meaning “to 
expose in full view what was formerly hidden.” (TEBC, Vol. 12, 334).  
Apocalyptic literature is filled with images and metaphors.  But Eugene 
Peterson argues that the book “does not primarily call for decipherment.” 
(Reversed Thunder, Harper One, 1988, xiii).  Yet Revelation remains a 
record of the things that “must soon take place” (v.1) or more literally, “to 
occur with speed”! 
 
As a prophetic epistle, Revelation conveys immanence in God’s story.  This 
means that the “soon-ness” of Christ return speaks more to our Christian 
character, than to our calendars.  As a pastoral letter, Revelation invites 
perseverance.  “At its most basic level Revelation calls us to worship 
God….The book of Revelation also calls us to follow Jesus Christs, portrayed 
as a slaughtered lamb…This fact forever determines the nature of true 
discipleship:  those who follow Jesus must be like him.”  (The Thone, The 
Lamb & The Dragon, Paul Spilsbury, IVP, 2002, 15-16). 
 
Consideration Two:  Activated – verse 3 
 
The essence of an adventure is active involvement!  Verse 3 allows no 
passivity for Christians.  Blessing is promised to those who follow 
Jesus…literally “reading…hearing…keeping” the “words of the prophecy” – 
continually, not occasionally.  In 1st Century churches the Scripture was read 
aloud.  Revelation was likely meant to be read as a whole. 
 
We must also remember, spiritual life is activated/animated by Jesus’ life and 
the Holy Spirit’s power.  The promise of blessing is echoed in Revelation 22:7 
followed by a warning (22:18-19).  Do not add or take anything from God’s 
Word!  Do not “read yourself into the passage” but faithfully read, hear, and 
keep God’s story.   
 
Consideration Three:  Address – verses 4-6 
 
Where was this epistle addressed?  The simple answer is seven churches in 
Asia (see map).  John greeted them “bi-culturally” with the typical epistle 
greeting of “grace (charis Greek) and peace (shalom Hebrew)”. 
 

 
 



Who gave this message?  First, it comes from Jesus who is described in verse 
4 in terms of His eternal nature – “Him who is, and who was, and who is to 
come.”  The message also comes from “seven spirits who are before [God’s] 
throne”.    
 
Why did the message come to these particular churches?  They were 
representative.  The number of them is important…linking to the seven spirits 
before God’s throne (“seven-fold spirit”).  Later, in 1:20 we will also see seven 
stars and seven lampstands. Now, in communicating this message to the 
seven churches, John seems to burst into a doxology as he describes Jesus 
in verses 5-6 – note the concluding “Amen”. 
 

• Faithful witness – Jesus is full measure of humanity in unity 
with the Father on earth - John 8:12-16. 

• Firstborn from the dead – In Colossians 1:15-18 He is the 
prototokos of God -  see also Rev 1:18. 

• Ruler of the kings of the earth – Jesus is the King, who is 
being crowned and exalted in Revelation. 

• Him who loved us – John recorded the “full extent” of Christ’s 
love in His selflessness in John 13. 

• Released us from our sins by His blood – Seen in Hebrews 
9:14 and celebrated in Rev 5:9. 

• Made us into kingdom, priests to His God – Seen in I Peter 
2:9 and celebrated in Rev 5:10. 

                                                                                        

Brennan Manning in The Signature Of Jesus On The Pages Of Our Lives 
has written that “organized religion has domesticated the crucified Lord of 
glory, turned Him into a tame theological symbol.  Theological symbols do not 
sweat blood in the night.” 
 
Of course, Jesus – the Lamb of God – is the central figure of Revelation.  The 
message of Revelation comes from Him.  And just like any other NT epistle, 
there is a “for then” message to historical churches and a “for today” meaning 
for Christians in any age!   
  
Consideration Four:  Advent – verses 7-8 
 
The final consideration is that Jesus is coming again – a truth which should 
elicit “Amen. Come Lord Jesus” as in Revelation 22:20.  Our salvation is 
linked both to Jesus’ first Advent…and also to His second coming.  So John 
chose the arresting command “Behold!” or “Look” (v.7). 
 
His quote combines Daniel 7:13 and Zechariah 12:10-14.  Revelation is about 
the wonderful truth that Jesus will return to take us to our eternal home.  And 
as John wrote in I John 3:2-3, such a hope transforms our lifestyle. 
 

Verse 7 tells us that Jesus’ return will also impact those who oppose Him 
(“who pierced Him”) and all the nations (“all the tribes of the earth” v.7). 
 
Then in verse 8, it feels like God Himself is fully authenticating this promise 
with the declaration of Himself as “the Alpha and the Omega”.  He is the 
eternal One – the “first and last” (1:17)…the “beginning and end” (22:13). 
 
God also declares Himself the “Almighty” – the all-powerful, all-capable One.  
In spite of all the complexity found in Revelation, we cannot miss the certainty! 
 
 

REFLECT 

 
Do you want to “Live The Adventure Of Jesus”?  The book of Revelation 
unveils Jesus who has and will come.  He has accomplished in salvation.  He 
is our glorious guide for spiritual adventure!  Just as He was the faithful guide 
and guard of 1st Century believers, He will guide you today! 
 
On May 29, 1953 New Zealander Edmund Hillary and Nepalese sherpa 
Tenzing Norgay became the first to reach the summit of Mount Everest.  By 
the fiftieth anniversary of their climb, over 1,300 people had reached the 
summit! 
 
In a much more profound way, Jesus has reached the spiritual summit – being 
one with His Father.  And now he welcomes us to climb too…in His 
power…guided by His hand…in confident hope of His return! 
 
How do we remember that God is central to the story of Scripture?  Take 
some time to read “the story of Israel” in Psalm 105.  Take special note of “He” 
in each verse, indicating God’s actions on behalf of His people. 


