
Webpage: www.firstunitedchurch.ca  ~ Facebook: First United Church, Waterloo 1 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH 
16 William Street West, Waterloo, Ontario 
(519) 745-8487   www.firstunitedchurch.ca 

Building Relationships. Living God's Transforming Love. 
 

Sunday, January 23, 2022 
 

WE ARE GATHERED FOR WORSHIP 
 
Prelude                        I Want Jesus to Walk with Me   arr. Mark Hayes  
 
Acknowledgement of the Land, Welcome and Announcements  The Rev. Rose Ann Vita 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle      The Rev. Harry Disher 
 
Opening Hymn Let Us Build a House MV1   Cydney Morris   
 

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 
 A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 
 Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 
 here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
  All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 
2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 
 where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 
 Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace;  
 here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 
  All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 
3 Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat; 
 a banquet hall on holy ground, where peace and justice meet. 
 Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; 
 as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 
  All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 
 to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. 
 Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face; 
 let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
  All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 
 and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 
 Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace; 
 let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
  All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
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Call to Worship       Nola and Cameron Mott 

One: The Spirit of God is upon us. 
All: We are called to be God's people. 
One: The Spirit of God is upon us. 
All: We are called to be the body of Christ. 
One: Come let us worship God, who binds us together in love and service 

 
Opening Prayer      

One: O wondrous God, on this blessed day,  
 we have been gathered together in virtual space once again 
 by your Holy Spirit to celebrate your presence among us:  
 to praise you, and to thank you for all you have given us. 
ALL: May this time of worship strengthen and refresh us, 
 and fill us with such joy that we cannot help but share it 
 with everyone we know and those we have not yet met. 
One: Though we are very different people, with many different talents and gifts, 
 make us one in your Spirit, that we may be your multi-faceted reflection  
 for others in our daily lives. Amen 
 

Music Ministry What I Believe     Cydney Morris  
 
Introduction to Children's Time        
  
 Children's Time A Tale of Two Beasts by Fiona Roberton     
 

WE ARE INSPIRED BY SCRIPTURE, SERMON, AND SONG 
 
Illumination Hymn First-Born of Mary MV 110   Cydney Morris 

 First-born of Mary, provocative preacher, 
 itinerant teacher, outsider’s choice; 
 Jesus inspires and disarms and confuses 
 whoever he chooses to hear his voice.  ... Repeat 

 
Scripture - Luke 4:14-20      Nola and Cameron Mott 
Reader 1: The Beginning of Jesus' Ministry 

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 
spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in their synagogues and 
was praised by everyone. 
16 When Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue 
on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was given to him. Jesus unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
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Reader 2 
18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
        to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
    and recovery of sight to the blind, 
        to let the oppressed go free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 

Reader 1 
20 And Jesus rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all 
in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then Jesus began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.’  May this scripture be fulfilled today in our hearing. Amen 

 
Sermon  Jesus: Compassion and Politics  The Rev. Rose Ann Vita 

 
Sermon Hymn  Though Ancient Walls VU 691   Cydney Morris 
 
1   Though ancient walls may still stand proud 
      and racial strife be fact, 
     though boundaries may be lines of hate, 
     proclaim God's saving act! 
 
Refrain:  Walls that divide are broken down; 
    Christ is our unity! 
    Chains that enslave are thrown aside; 
                Christ is our liberty! 
 
2   When vested power stands firm entrenched 
     and breaks another's back, 
     when waste and want live side by side, 
     it's Gospel that we lack.  R 
 

3   The truth we seek in varied scheme, 
      the life that we pursue, 
      unites us in a common quest  
      for self and world made new.  R 
 
4    The church divided seeks that grace, 
      that newness we proclaim; 
      a unity of serving love 
      that lives praise to God's name!  R 
 
5    This broken world seeks lasting health 
       and vital unity. 
      God's people by God's Word renewed, 
      cast off all slavery!   R

WE GIVE FROM WHAT WE HAVE RECEIVED 
 

Call for the Offering         
 

Response O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go (VU 658 vs 1,2,3)  Cydney Morris 
 
1 O Love that wilt not let me go, 
 I rest my weary soul in thee; 
 I give thee back the life I owe, 
 that in thine ocean depths its flow 
  may richer, fuller be. 
 

2 O Light that followest all my way, 
 I yield my flickering torch to thee; 
 my heart restores its borrowed ray, 
 that in thy sunshine's blaze its day 
  may brighter, fairer be. 
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3 O Joy that seekest me through pain, 
 I cannot close my heart to thee; 
 I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
 and feel the promise is not vain 
  that morn shall tearless be. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedication         
Dear God, bless the financial gifts that we have given. Through these gifts, enable us to be 
your presence in the world. And thank you for giving us the heart and ability to give. Amen
     

Prayers of the People       Nola and Cameron Mott 
Reader 1:  Loving God, you fill all things with a fullness and hope that we can never 
   comprehend. Thank you for leading us into a time where more of reality is  
  being unveiled for us all to see.  
Reader 2:  We pray that you will take away our natural temptation for cynicism, denial, fear, and 
   despair. Help us have the courage to awaken to greater truth, greater humility, and  
  greater care for one another. May we place our hope in what matters and what lasts,  
  trusting in your eternal presence and love. Listen to our hearts’ longings for the 
   healing of our suffering world.   
 
  (Silence for personal petitions) 
 
Reader 1:  Knowing, good God, you are hearing us better than we are speaking, we offer these 
   prayers in all the holy names of God. Amen. 

 
WE GO BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING 

 
Sending Hymn  Live into Hope VU 699    Cydney Morris 
  
1 Live into hope of captives freed, 
 of sight regained, the end of greed. 
 The oppressed shall be the first to see 
 the year of God's own jubilee! 
 
2 Live into hope the blind shall see 
 with insight and with clarity, 
 removing shades of pride and fear, 
 a vision of our God brought near. 
 

3 Live into hope of liberty, 
 the right to speak, the right to be, 
 the right to have one's daily bread, 
 to hear God's word and thus be fed. 
 
4 Live into hope of captives freed 
 from chains of fear or want or greed. 
 God now proclaims our full release 
 to faith and hope and joy and peace.

Blessing and Commissioning         
 
Postlude TRURO        T. Williams, arr. David Cherwien  
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____________________________________ 
Today's Worship Leaders 
Presiding and Preaching: The Rev. Rose Ann Vita, Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care 
Musician: Kathleen King Martin and Cydney Morris, Soloist 
Lighting of the Christ Candle: The Rev. Harry Disher 
Readers: Nola and Cameron Mott 
AV Team: Harold Arnett, Matthew Savage, Greg Case 
 
CREDITS: 
Land Acknowledgement: Adapted from Lori Van Santvoort-Jansekovich, Broadway U.C., Thunder 
Bay, Ont. 
Call to Worship and Opening Prayer: Adapted from 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/3521/worship-elements-january-27-2019 
Children's Time: A Tale of Two Beasts by Fiona Roberton 
Call for the Offering Adapted from the Rev. Michael N Jagerssar, Mission secretary - Europe and 
Caribbean regions at Council for World Mission. World Mission. He is based in Birmingham, UK. 
Prayers of the People: From Richard Rohr: Center for Action and Contemplation: www.cac.org 
 


