
 

‘So what does all of this mean for me, and for the Church?’ Well, 

in a certain way, we are all that leper. We have anxieties about 

separation; we are fallen people – less than what God created us to 

be; we are spiritual lepers. BUT, we, too, have been touched by the 

Lord Jesus. Not physically, but truly: in our deepest, essential part. 

Keble says that the Lord’s first touch upon us was when we were 

baptized. Then, He adopted us and made His own. He washed us 

and mystically applied His precious Blood to take away the stains 

of our sins. Think of that in terms of your need to be accepted; to 

be seen; to be understood; to belong. In baptism, He showed us that 

He loved us.  

And, the Lord wants to touch our hearts and minds continually. 

Keble asked his Congregation, “How is it that you do not perceive, 

that the continual Touch, the inward Touch of our Lord’s Body in 

the Holy Eucharist, is as necessary as (His) first Touch in Holy 

Baptism?” We are touched by His holy Word as we read and 

meditate upon it. We are touched by other Christians in fellowship. 

We are touched and led by the Holy Spirit in the life of prayer; but 

the Lord calls us to His Table so that He may touch us and reassure 

us. …………Jesus also touches us, so that we may touch others 

with His love.   

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

St. George’s Church is a downtown spiritual center where 
traditional Anglican liturgy, parishioners and the needs of 
our community are valued. 
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Wardens:     Sheila Searle    856-9419   

       Kelly VanBuskirk 

Honorary Assistant Rev. Dr. Dan Goodwin  

Deacon:       Rev. Norm Dupuis   386-1324  

Parish Prayer Chain:  To pass a message on to the Parish Prayer Chain, 

from Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. please the Office. After Office 

Hours, please contact Cathie @ 855-7969 or cdingwell@gmail.com 

 

Daily Bible Readings 

A modified schedule from the Prayer Book’s Table of Lessons  
 

Sunday        Amos 1 Matthew 15:1-28    

Monday    Amos 2 Matthew 15:29-16:12 

Tuesday          Amos 3               Matthew 16:13-end 

Wednesday     Amos 4 Matthew 17:1-23 

Thursday   Amos 5                   Matthew 17:24-18:14 

Friday             Amos 6  Matthew 18:15-end 

Saturday         Amos 7 Matthew 19:1-15 



 

 

Third Sunday After Epiphany – January 23, 2022 
 

8:00 A.M. - HOLY EUCHARIST         
Introit Psalm: 148. 1-6     p. 520 

Collect for Purity      p. 67 

Kyrie        p. 70 

The Collect & The Epistle     p. 126 

Gradual Psalm: 102: 15-18     p. 458 

The Holy Gospel      p. 127 

 

9:15 A.M. – MORNING PRAYER 

Psalms: 96, 97       p. 453 

First Lesson: Amos 5. 6-24     (Pew Bible page 741) 

Second Lesson:  John 6. 41-end   (Pew Bible page 859) 

 

10:00 A.M.  –HOLY EUCHARIST  

The Lord’s Prayer      p. 67 

Collect for Purity      p. 67 

Kyrie        p. 70 

The Collect & The Epistle     p. 126 

Gradual Psalm: 102. 15-18     p. 458 

The Holy Gospel      p. 127 

The Nicene Creed      p. 71 

Homily 

Intercession  

Confession, Absolution     p. 77 

Thanksgiving         p. 78  

Consecration       p. 82 

The Lord’s Prayer      p. 85 

Gloria        p. 86 

 
5:00- P.M. EVENING PRAYER 

Psalms: 65, 67       p. 407 

First Lesson: Micah 4. 1-7    (Pew Bible page 748) 

Second Lesson: John 9.     (Pew Bible page 863) 

 

 

"How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, 

and bring glad tidings of good things! So then faith cometh by 

hearing and hearing by the word of God."     Romans 10: 15.b ,17 

 

The Sanctuary Candle burns this week to the Glory of God and in 

Loving Memory of William & Georgie Black, Verna Roberts, 

Jacqueline Smith, Ronald Collins 
 

 

“Let us remember before God the faithful departed”. 

Irene Black, Summer Blanchette 

 

This Week in the Parish 
The Daily Offices of Morning and Evening Prayer will be prayed 

at 8:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. Monday – Saturday, respectively. In 

addition: 

Monday   Bible Study (Zoom)    7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday   Bible Study (Zoom)    10:00 a.m. 

Thursday   Holy Communion    10:00 a.m. 

                                 (Conversion of St. Paul transferred)

   

The Annual Meeting will be February 27
th

, with a snow date of 

February 28
th

.. Annual Reports are due by February 11
th

. Thank 

you. 
 

Join us online for a St. George's reading of Augustine's 

Confessions beginning on February 15th, from 7pm-8:30pm. 

An ancient text of Augustine's journey into God, we will strive to 

know more deeply its opening line, "our heart is restless until it 

rests in you." To order a book, please speak to the Rector. Also 

you can contact Justin Wollf at wollfjustin@gmail.com for 

further details.  
 

Operation Sunny day is back! If you would like to send 

some cheer to a St. George’s Shut-In, please contact 

the Office. Let’s send cards to every shut-in for:  

 Valentine’s Day (February 14th) 

 St. Patrick’s Day (March 17th) 

 Mothering Sunday (March 27th) 

 Easter Sunday (April 17th)                                        

 St. George’s Day (April 23rd) 
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The Rector’s Corner 

 
Today’s Gospel tells us that: “When He came down from the 

mountain, great crowds followed Him. And behold a leper came to 

Him.” Leprosy was not only a terrible disease, it was also regarded 

as a form of uncleanness in the ancient world. To be declared 

‘unclean’ meant that you were separated from your family and 

friends. There was a horrible stigma that went with being a leper, 

which came from this law recorded in the Book of Leviticus 

(13.45-46): “The leprous person who has the disease shall wear 

torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose, and he 

shall cover his upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’ He shall 

remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He 

shall live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp.”    

In spite of all that, the leper came to Jesus and worshipped Him; 

and said, “If you will you can make me clean”. John Keble points 

out that the leper was not questioning Jesus’ power; but he was 

wondering about the Lord’s willingness to heal him. Here are his 

words again: “If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean”.  It may be 

helpful to reverse the order: “You can make me clean, if you will – 

if you want to”. 

The doubt voiced by this man probably stemmed from his belief 

that he was being punished by God for his sins. He may have 

wondered if he was worthy of saving. Afterall, leprosy causes the 

skin and flesh to decay. It brings an awful smell with it. Even the 

vocal chords are affected. So, although he seemed to believe that 

Jesus could heal him, he may have doubted whether he was worth 

the effort. 

Of course he was worth it; so Jesus said, “I will, be thou clean”. 

But that was not all. The Scripture says that Jesus put forth His 

hand, and touched the man and said, “I will; be thou clean”. Keble 

underlined this touch. He said: “We know that Jesus did not need 

to touch the leper in order to heal him. What, then, was the point? 

Why did Jesus stretch our His hand and touch that leper? 

Princess Diana, as you remember, was Patron of the Leprosy 

Mission. She bucked the traditional view that leprosy was 

contagious, by touching those plagued with it. She said, “It’s 

always been my concern to touch people with leprosy, trying to 

show in a simple action that they are not reviled nor are we 

repulsed,” she said. In 1993 she visited the Anandaban Hospital for 

Lepers in Nepal. She went from bed to bed, shaking hands, cradling 

deformed limbs compassionately in her hands.  

As one official later said: “She didn’t wear gloves and touched 

patients with her bare hands. She didn’t seem to have the fear that 

many others have.”  Another confirmed this: “Most people come to 

see the work of the hospital. But Diana came to see the patients. 

When she came into the hospital, she sat on their beds and held 

their hands. The patients were touched and overwhelmed by her 

kindness.” She wanted the patients to know that she saw them as 

people, loved by others. 

And so Keble said, “It would be the deepest comfort to the poor 

man, so weary and heavy-laden, not only to hear Jesus’ gracious 

voice, but to feel His loving and powerful hand laid upon him; 

which, in one moment, made up for all the sad and painful 

separation, which must have gone to his heart, ever since he had his 

leprosy.”  

To combat the separation – the separation from family and friends; 

to combat the feeling of being unworthy, unloved, unclean – Jesus 

touched this man. He also touched him, in order to touch the 

deepest part of his soul; the part in us that gets anxious about 

whether we belong; the part that wonders whether everything is 

going to okay; that part that needs constant reassurance that we are 

not alone. 

In his book In the Realm of Hungry Ghosts, Dr. Gabor Mate speaks 

about our need for emotional connection – our need to be “seen or 

appreciated for who we really are”. In fact, he talks about our need 

to be “attuned” – to be “in tune” with someone else’s emotional 

states. We all need to feel understood and accepted. “Attunement,” 

says Mate “is the real language of love, the conduit by which a 

preverbal child can realize that she/he is loved”. The need to be 

accepted and understood – to be ‘in tune with someone who loves 

us’ -- is so essential to human beings, that if it is absent when we 

are babies, our tendency towards addiction increases. This all fits, 

of course, with what we have heard about a baby’s failure to thrive 

if it is not held and rocked and sung to. …Therefore, having 

considered all of this, Jesus, our great Physician “put forth His 

hand, and touched him saying, ‘I will; be thou clean.’” 


