
“Road Signs – Proceed with Caution”
 (Joshua 1; Proverbs 27:12)
Last January series - ‘Rebuild – Rise from the Rubble’. By February we were locked down again and we spent more of the year in lockdown than out! A year later we find ourselves hoping to get back to some sense of normal. After 2 years of being in and out of lockdowns people are cautious. Will we go back into lockdowns again? Is it safe to go out into the world? What are the dangers that are lurking?
How do we move forward in that environment? For 2022 we have adopted as a filter these 3 words – Proceed with Caution!
When you make plans, COUNT on PROBLEMS! – Proverbs 27:12
· Planning for problems is not pessimistic 
· Planning for problems is good stewardship! 
Moses had led Israel out of Egypt and through the wilderness for almost 40 years. Moses died. They were now in transition.
“God buries His workmen, but His work goes on.” -  Wiersbe
Checking your Mirrors… – While it is good driving practice to look in the review mirror, it is very unsafe and unwise to look there too long! 

Phi 3 Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.

· Too often we get stuck in looking at the past.
· The best way to honor the past is to build on it! Not just talk about how great it was.

Josh 1 6 “Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will lead these people to possess all the land I swore to their ancestors I would give them.  7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the left. Then you will be successful in everything you do. 8 Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. 9 This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
A few key principles we can learn from God’s calling of Joshua

When you make plans, be COURAGEOUS based on God’s PROMISES
“Don’t ask for tasks equal to your powers. Ask for powers equal to your tasks.” – Phillips Brooks

· Promise of Property – ‘I will lead you to possess…’
· Promise of Protection and Victory – vs. 5 
· Promise of His Presence – vs. 5, 9
“Joshua was not to use the promise as a couch upon which his indolence might luxuriate, but as a girdle wherewith to gird up his loins for future activity” – Charles Spurgeon
When you make plans, be CAREFUL to stay on the right PATH vs. 8
· Road Signs – throughout the Scriptures – gives direction, warnings… 2 Tim 3:16-17
When we have COUNTED on Problems; 
when we have been COURAGEOUS based on God’s Promises; 
when we have been CAREFUL to stay on the right PATH…

We can have CONFIDENCE that we will achieve God’s PURPOSE
“Our greatest fear should not be of failure, but of succeeding at something that doesn't really matter.” D.L. Moody
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Based on His promises and according to His purposes

I won’t let problems paralyse
I will be courageous, careful, and confident as I strategize!
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