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2 Kings 5:1
Naaman was commander of the 
army of the king of Aram. He 
was honored by his master, and 
he had much respect because 
the LORD used him to give victory 
to Aram. He was a mighty and 
brave man, but he had a skin 
disease.
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2 Kings 5:1
Naaman was commander of the 
army of the king of Aram. He 
was honored by his master, and 
he had much respect because 
the Lord used him to give victory 
to Aram. He was a mighty and 
brave man, but he had a skin 
disease. Motivated !!



2 Kings 5:2-3
The Arameans had gone out to 
raid the Israelites and had taken 
a servant girl as a captive. 
This servant girl served 
Naaman’s wife. 
She said to her mistress, “I wish 
my master would meet the 
prophet who lives in Israel. He 
would cure him of his disease.”



2 Kings 5:4
Naaman went to the king and 
told him what the servant girl 
from Israel had said.
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2 Kings 5:5-6
The king of Aram said, “Go ahead, 
and I will send a letter to the king 
of Israel.” So Naaman left and took 
with him about seven hundred 
fifty pounds of silver, as well as 
one hundred fifty pounds of gold 
and ten changes of clothes. He 
brought the letter to the king of 
Israel, which read, “I am sending 
my servant Naaman to you so you 
can heal him of his skin disease.”



2 Kings 5:7
When the king of Israel read the 
letter, he tore his clothes to 
show how upset he was. He 
said, “I’m not God! I can’t kill 
and make alive again! Why does 
this man send someone with a 
skin disease for me to heal? 
You can see that the king of 
Aram is trying to start trouble 
with me.”



2 Kings 5:8
When Elisha, the man of God, 
heard that the king of Israel had 
torn his clothes, he sent the king 
this message: “Why have you 
torn your clothes? Let Naaman 
come to me. Then he will know 
there is a prophet in Israel.”



2 Kings 5:9
So Naaman went 
with his horses and 
chariots to Elisha’s 
house and stood 
outside the door.

Aah………. 
I get it now



2 Kings 5:10
Elisha sent Naaman a 
messenger who said, “Go and 
wash in the Jordan River seven 
times. Then your skin will be 
healed, and you will be clean.”

Messenger



2 Kings 5:11
But Naaman went away 
angry and said, “I 
thought that he would 
surely come out to me 
and stand and call on the 
name of the Lord his 
God, wave his hand over 
the spot and cure me of 
my skin disease. [and we’d 
drive off into the sunset]

Expectation



2 Kings 5:11
But Naaman went away 
angry and said, “I 
thought that he would 
surely come out to me 
and stand and call on the 
name of YAHWEH his 
God, wave his hand over 
the spot and cure me of 
my skin disease.

Reality



2 Kings 5:12
“Are not Abana and Pharpar, 
the rivers of Damascus, better 
than all the waters of Israel? 
Couldn’t I wash in them and be 
cleansed?” 

So, Naaman turned                    
and went off in rage.



2 Kings 5:13
Naaman’s servants went 
to him and said, 
“Naaman, if the prophet 
Elisha had told you to do 
some great thing, would 
you not have done it? 

How much more, then, 
when he tells you, ‘Wash 
and be cleansed’!”

Aah………. 
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2 Kings 5:14
So Naaman went down and 
dipped himself in the Jordan 
seven times, as the man of God 
had told him, and his flesh was 
restored and became clean like 
that of a young boy. [i.e. no zits]

Aah………. 
I get it now



2 Kings 5:15
Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to 
Elisha, the man of God. He stood before him and said, 
“Now I know that there is no God in all the world 
except in Israel.”
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2 Kings 5:15
Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to 
Elisha, the man of God. He stood before him and said, 
“Now I know that there is no God in all the world 
except in Israel.”

But did he get it?

We’ll see that 
he remained a 
HENO-theist.



2 Kings 5:15
Naaman said, “So please accept a 
gift from your servant.”



2 Kings 5:16
Elisha, the prophet, answered, 
“As surely as YAHWEH lives, 
whom I serve, I will not accept 
a thing.” And even though 
Naaman urged him, he refused.

Aah………. 
I get it now



2 Kings 5:17
“If you will not,” said 
Naaman, “please let me, 
your servant, be given as 
much earth as a pair of 
mules can carry, for your 
servant will never again 
make burnt offerings and 
sacrifices to any other 
god but YAHWEH.
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2 Kings 5:17
“If you will not,” said 
Naaman, “please let me, 
your servant, be given as 
much earth as a pair of 
mules can carry, for your 
servant will never again 
make burnt offerings and 
sacrifices to any other 
god but YAHWEH.”

Does he “GET IT”?



Elisha doesn’t correct him.

Elisha doesn’t fix him.

Naaman has come very far.

But he still has very far to go

And Naaman is open, but 
views everything based on 
his life experience.

And Elisha honors that.

Do we “GET IT”?



2 Kings 5:18
Naaman said “But may YAHWEH forgive your servant for 
this one thing: When my master, the king,  enters the 
temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning on me
and I have to bow there 
also—when I bow down 
in the temple of 
Rimmon, may YAHWEH 
forgive your servant for 
this.”



What we expect from Elisha…
Be courageous and stand up for this.

You need to pass out pamphlets for Yahweh.

No way! You’re either IN or OUT.

You turn from Rimmon!

Don’t even get close to that temple.



What we expect from Elisha…
You tell that king that you follow YAHWEH.

This is actually really clear here! 

There’s no gray here! Its black or white.

You need to make some decisions here!



But what does Elisha say?
Elisha said to him: “Go in peace.” 

Hebrew word: SHALOM.

In other words, “May the Peace and 
Blessing of YAHWEH will rest upon you.”



•He made massive progress!

•He previously believed in a different god.

•He previously was too successful and 
proud to even consider the Jewish God.

Does Naaman “GET IT” ? à YES and NO



•His own enslaved Jewish Girl decided to 
overcome her bitterness and fear, and   
she blessed this man with some advice.

•He took a risk by asking his king.

•His king sent a letter to the enemy king.

Does Naaman “GET IT” ? à YES and NO



•The Jewish king was NOT helpful, but 
Naaman stayed faithful.

•He got called to visit the prophet, Elisha.

•He expected to meet Elisha, yet didn’t 
even get to meet him. Instead he had to 
take directions from Elisha’s servant 
(Kevin Hart).

Does Naaman “GET IT” ? à YES and NO



•He felt disrespected and almost lost it.

•But God had surrounded Naaman with a 
kind-hearted slave girl, and wise servants.

•So, he humbled himself and baptized 
himself.

Does Naaman “GET IT” ? à YES and NO



•And he got PHYSICALLY healed.

•But that was just PART of his spiritual 
journey

•And he decides that YAHWEH is better 
than his local deity à HENO-theism.

•So, he tried to show gratitude with 
payment

Does Naaman “GET IT” ? à YES and NO



•But was rejected. (What’s up with that?)

•So, can I have some of your dirt please?

•And can YAHWEH forgive me?

•And in the end, Elisha blesses this new, 
naive convert.

Does Naaman “GET IT” ? à YES and NO



Some things in life are BLACK and WHITE
Some things are  - obvious.

- clear.
- black & white.

But YOU might have what one of my                                       my 
favorite authors calls…                                                               
“The Sin of CERTAINTY”

Some of us have been taught that                                          
GOD is found in the elimination of tension.

That’s not true! God is found in the midst of tension.



Some things in life are AMBIGUOUS.
But the older I get, I notice that          
some things are gray.

And I struggle with the tension. 
•How do I maintain my integrity?
•How do I do the right thing?
•Especially when everyone around 

me is bending the rules just a touch.

God is right there with you…in the 
tension.



PARENTING can be AMBIGUOUS.
Am I hardline about never missing 
church for my kid’s soccer game?                 
(Be devoted to the church)

Am I committed to never missing my 
kid’s soccer game for church?                   
(Let your YES be a YES)

And NEITHER of these options feels 
completely right…or wrong…

It’s a bit fuzzy!



Discipling NAAMAN isn’t always CLEAR
NAAMAN: This is tough!
I can’t imagine what I am gonna go through… 
• when I get back to Aram…
• and I see my boss, the king.
• and he’s going to bow down to Rimmon
• And he’ll want me to bow down with him
• And I gotta keep my job
• And I don’t even believe in Rimmon anymore.
• But is there any harm in it?

ELISHA: “Go in the peace of God, who is with you.”



I DOUBT IT!
•2 sessions per month - before Church
• I will be leading it.
•Bring all questions on contradictions 

in the Bible, questions about God, 
LGBTQ, …
•First sessions will be geared toward 

Teens and College Students
•You might have a doubt that I have 

never had? I doubt that!

.
•Each session [a] 30 min “Principles of how to approach your 

doubts”         [b] 30 min tackling several specific doubts.



So, are you ready for 2022?
Naaman: 
• Are you ready to experiment? 
• Are you ready to say                                     

“Aah! Now I get it”                                               
– only to be surprised over & over?
• Are you ready to listen to the “nobody”

who God puts in your life (the servant girl)
• Are you ready to get baptized even if you 

feel like it’s weird and different than the 
handwaving you expected?
• Are you ready to change your view of God?



So, are you ready for 2022?
Elisha: 
•Are you ready for surprises? 
•Are you ready for God to send you…
•People who are DIFFERENT
•People who want your HELP
•People who don’t know the BASICS
•People w/a different WORLD VIEW

•Are you ready for ambiguity?
•Are you ready to accept the tension? 



What to remember…
1. You are neither a success nor a failure.
2. Experimenting is a good thing! 

• It means you have faith!

3. Naaman went on an experimentation adventure.
4. Naaman kept thinking “Aah… I get it now”
5. Naaman remained humble…and kept growing.
6. Elisha didn’t judge him for not having fully arrived.
7. God allows a space for the gray and ambiguous.



Jesus lived every day in the tension
Almost every story/paragraph is a story 
of tension. 
•Most events were surprises/unplanned.
•Most of the time, his disciples failed to 

understand what was really going on.
•Most of the time, the people just 

wanted something FROM him 
• Healing
•Miracles
• freedom from Roman taxes and 

oppression
•He was their Santa Clause.



Communion Conversation
•Groups of 3-5 people
•Discuss this simple question with                                          
each other. (5 minutes)
•Prayer for Bread/Wine

QUESTION: 
In what ways is God calling you higher 

by placing TENSION in your life?


