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I 
f you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ. 
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes 
all to his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host 
and our food, bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field 
and vineyard. 

Third Sunday after Epiphany/Lectionary 3 January 23, 2022 

Introduction to the day 

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People 
weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another 
reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God. 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Prelude 

Welcome 
You may stand. 

Gathering Song Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
  ELW886 v. 1-3-5-6 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Song of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for 
the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we 
may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
You may be seated. 



4 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

A reading from Nehemiah. 

The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of 
Moses to them in the public square. When they hear it, they weep for their sins and for 
the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds them that “the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” 
1All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They 
told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to 
Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and 
women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the 
seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early 
morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could 
understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 5And 
Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the 
people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord, 
the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then 
they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 8So they 
read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so 
that the people understood the reading. 
  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your 
God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the 
law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send 
portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our 
Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm  Psalm 19 
 1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale | to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 
 3Although they have no | words or language, 
  and their voices | are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends | of the 
world, 
  where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 
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 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end 
of | it again; 
  nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. 
 7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom | to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the Lord are just and re- | joice the heart; 
  the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the Lord is clean and en- | dures forever; 
  the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous | altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb.  
 11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is | great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion | 
over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in 
your sight, 
  O Lord, my strength and | my redeemer.  

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how 
intimately connected we are in the church. For this struggling congregation in Corinth, 
Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a mark of the church today. 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink 
of one Spirit. 
  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any 
less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole 
body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where 
would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each 
one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As 
it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have 
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no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the 
contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those 
members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our 
less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more 
respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the 
greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, 
but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all 
suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of 
power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of 
tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 
30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive 
for the greater gifts. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

You may stand. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel  Luke 4:14-21 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the 
words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission. 
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 
him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues 
and was praised by everyone. 
 
  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
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synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of 
the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it 
was written: 
 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all 
in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

You may be seated. 

Sermon  Pastor Anthony Rhodes 
You may stand. 

Hymn of the Day  When Our Song Says Peace  ELW709 

Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
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the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out ...God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Since we have such great hope ...in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ 
Amen. 

Peace 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” 
or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

Announcements 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Gathering of the Gifts 

Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions—for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the whole Church. Besides bringing your offering 
to worship you may also send it by postal mail or use our online giving option at 
www.sttim.org. 

Offering Prayer 

Blessed are you, O God, 
Sovereign of the universe. 
You offer us new beginnings 
and guide us on our journey. 
Lead us to your table, 
nourish us with this heavenly food, 
and prepare us to carry your love 
to a hungry world, 
in the name of Christ our light. 
Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
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And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 

Blessed are you, O holy God: 
you are the Life and Light of all. 
..., 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Invitation to Communion 

Come to God’s table. 
There is a place for you and enough for all. 

You may be seated. We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God as we receive 
the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: 

The body and blood of Christ, given and shed for you. 
and each person may respond: 

Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 
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Communion Song 

Communion Song  Here Is Bread ELW 483  

You may stand. 

Prayer after Communion 

We give you thanks, gracious God, 
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 
Send us to bring good news 
and to proclaim your favor to all, 
strengthened with the richness of your grace 
in your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 
who rejoices over you, 
and who calls you by name, 

☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 
today and forever. 
Amen. 

Sending Song  The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW 551 

Dismissal 

Go with Christ into a weary world. 
Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

 
 

Worship Leaders 

Presiding Minister— Pastor Tony Rhodes 

Musician— Desma Johnson 

Cantor— Jon Gerdes 

Assisting Minister— Steve Solomon  

Streaming Video— Jody Emerson  

Audio— Jim Helgason  

Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
Holy Communion Setting 12, Text and Music: Beech, Cain, Friesen-Carper, Kadidlo, Olson, Ylvisaker © 1970, 1990, 1995, 1999, 2006. 
Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing, Public Domain 
When Our Song Says Peace, Text © 1997 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
Here Is Bread, Text and music © 1991 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere (ASCAP). All rights reserved.  
The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve,  Text © 1993 Delores Dufner. Published by OCP Publications 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 
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January 23, 2022 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

A New Kind of Justice 

All sorts of social cues tell us that “justice” requires vengeance, punishment, pain for 
pain, or even death, in the case of violent crime. This is what we call “retributive jus-
tice.” In our reading today Jesus claims fulfillment of God’s promise as proclaimed by 
Isaiah; Jesus has come “to bring good news to the poor” and “to proclaim release to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free” (Luke 4:18). 
This is not a kind of justice that promises peace at the expense of others. Rather, the jus-
tice to which Jesus alludes is restorative. 

Our culture encourages a retributive mindset. We want offenders to suffer, thinking that 
it will deter them and others from such actions. It seldom does. The thinking is that re-
tributive violence is required in response to wrongdoing. But this dynamic only rein-
forces the spiral of violence. Restorative justice, in contrast, is the turning around of-
fered by Jesus when he states that Isaiah’s prophecy has been fulfilled. 

Restorative justice is the foundation of salvation. By his coming into the world, Jesus 
brings with him the salvation that will proclaim liberty to all of us who are captive to 
something, whether we deserve that liberty in the eyes of society or not. Restorative jus-
tice reminds us that love is not about deserving, and that God’s will for you and for me 
is to be so filled with God’s grace that we are once again made complete, made whole, 
and restored. Jesus is sending a signal that his coming into the world is an invitation to 
look at everything we think we know from a different perspective. Everything that Jesus 
says has been fulfilled is something that restores righteousness to the universe and heals 
and builds relationship. 
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Conversion of Paul 

Tuesday, January 25, 2022 

The week of prayer begun by the remembrance of Peter's confession now comes to an 
end as we recall the pivotal moment in the life of the other pillar of the early church, the 
apostle Paul. His encounter with the risen Christ turned him from persecutor of the fol-
lowers of Christ to one of their leaders. 

Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries 

Wednesday, January 26, 2022 

These three early Christian men were missionary companions of the apostle Paul. Timo-
thy became bishop of Ephesus, Titus bishop of Crete, and Silas was imprisoned with 
Paul at Philippi until they were delivered by an earthquake. 

Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith 

Thursday, January 27, 2022 

Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the beginning, as demon-
strated by these coworkers of the apostle Paul. Lydia, a seller of purple goods, lent her 
home for a church; Dorcas was known for charitable works; and Phoebe was a deacon 
in the church at Cenchrae. 

Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274 

Friday, January 28, 2022 

One of the most brilliant and creative theologians in the church's history, Aquinas 
worked to bring together scripture and the philosophy of Aristotle. A member of the 
Order of Preachers (Dominicans), Aquinas was also a hymnwriter. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 375-1043. 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Connie Dallmann, on the loss of her sister, Cathie . 

Lesle Helgason, who has pneumonia and Covid 19. 

Marjorie Knight, pray that she becomes stronger. 

The family and friends of Nancy Opsata. 

Carolyn Hawes, being treated for BPDCN. 
Diane Bakhit who is recovering for neck surgery. 

Josh Bakhit who has a brain tumor. 

Phyllis Cook who has a lung condition. 

Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 

Sandy Hoskin, undergoing cancer treatment again. 

Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  

 

Healthcare workers and essential workers on the front line of the pandemic. 

All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 

For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 

For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire  

Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the 
world. 

Torie Hamilton 

Rodger Marty 

Bonnie Bennett 

Jim McMullins 

Bill Reynolds 

Mary Lee Slater 

Marjonie Gabriel 

Tom Brown 

Aaron Grieg 

Byron Heppert 

Jacqueline Graham 

Gloria Llenaresas 

Riley Ann Holland 

Ronnie Lyons 

Irene McCloud 

Thomas Ansley 

Linda Henderson 

Beverly Schneideman 

Justice Gaudoin 

Peter Kracht 

Isabella Silva 

Mark Northcutt 

Helen Leikam 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 
home page: http://sttim.org 
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• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please con-
tact Ida Barber. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org.  

Wednesday, 1/26 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

Saturday, 1/29 Thomas Carman Food Pantry 8:00 am 

   

Next Week 

Sunday, 1/30 Worship ONLINE ONLY 

Wednesday, 2/2 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

   

   


