


Buying Gifts 
or

Receiving Gifts



The past and the 
future can affect the 

present…



Matthew 1:18-25



Joseph has a major 
decision to make:
Continue with the 

engagement or let her 
go



Joseph’s ‘Past’ Filter
• Stoned

• Nose removed
• Nose and ears removed
• Public humiliation



Joseph’s ‘Personal’ Filter
• Loves her so much

• Doesn’t want to embarrass 
her

• Restore her to her family
• Doesn’t want her to be hurt



Why?
Joseph was a just man:

• Kind
• Tenderhearted
• Upstanding

• Understanding of grace



Have you ever been in a 
spot where your past tells 

you one thing, your gut 
tells you another, and only 
assumptions fill the future?



God intervenes while 
Joseph was where he 

needed to be:  
Looking for guidance as to 

what to do



God offers an 
explanation to what was 

going on:  
Mary was carrying the 

“gift” of all gifts



As special as Mary is, 
Joseph should also be 

celebrated – He was the 
first to accept Jesus



Then Joseph, being aroused from 
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him and took to him his 
wife, and did not know her till she 

had brought forth her firstborn Son. 
And he called His name Jesus.

Matthew 1:24-25



Joseph decides to trust 
God with this gift:

Counter to his culture
In the face of the law 

Recognizing his inner turmoil 



Because of the character of 
Joseph, God guided him to 

accept the gift even in the face 
of his culture.  This undoubtedly 
affected those around his new 

family.



God offers this same 
guidance:

• He knows your ‘past’ filter
• He recognizes the struggle 
• He knows your culture

• He offers a gift
• He wants to write your future



In order to affect your 
past and future at the 
same time, you must 
accept the gift in the 

present!



The past and the 
future can affect the 

present…
But the gift defines it 

all!!!



Questions to Ponder
1. What rules your decision making: your 

past, your culture or your faith?
2. Are you trusting in God with your past?  

With your present?  For your future? 
3. Have you accepted the gift?


